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I hope that everyone has been your enjoying Summer so far! 

The Spaghetti Dinners on the first Monday of the month have been bringing 
people we haven’t seen in awhile.  Thanks to Carmen’s sauce along with Butch, Mary 

Jane, Debbie, Mary and many other volunteers that have made this a success.  Along with 

the bar specials on Monday and Spiedies available on Friday nights, we are seeing many 

more smiling faces coming into the Post.  With the help of the Auxiliary, we now have 

weekly 50/50 whose proceeds help upkeep the Post. 

We also will have motorcycle events here; American Pride Ride on July 13
th

, 

OVV Poker Run on August 3
rd

, Benefit Ride for Dominick Torto on August 24
th

, and 

a ALR Swap Meet on September 21
st
. 

Please check our website (www.gfjpost1700.org) look under Legion 
Riders/Events for more information. 

 

The Legion Family Picnic will be on Sunday, August 25
th 

from 1 to 5 pm.  The event 

is  free to all Legion Family members; Guest Donations are appreciated.  Please contact 

Debbie Roehm to assist in setup/cleanup at  droehm@aol.com or leave a message for her 

at the Post (785-1700). 

Note that there will be a Picnic Committee meeting soon.  Please look for it on 

the TV message screen at the bar or in the calendar on the Post’s website. 

Save the date for the annual Pete Cawley Memorial Golf Tournament on August 14
th 

at Pleasant Hill CG, Owego, tee time 9:00 am.  Signup sheet is inside the front door, 

slots are filling up fast. 

Next Legion meeting will be September 3
rd 

at 7:00 p.m. We are planning to 

have our 17 new members attend the meeting. 
 

POW/MIA Remembrance Day is on Friday, September 20
th

, ceremony 6:00 pm at 

the Post 1700 POW/MIA monument. 

 
For God and Country, 

Bob Wood, Commander 

http://www.gfj/
mailto:bbeebe3@stny.rr.com
http://www.gfjpost1700.org/
mailto:droehm@aol.com


 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NEWS FROM SQUAD 1700 

 
NEWS FROM SQUAD 1700 

 
Even with all the rain we have been having I hope all are having a safe and enjoyable 

summer. Also, I‘d like to thank all who have supported our Meat Bundle Raffles so far, 

and, do want to remind you that our Labor Day Meat Bundle tickets are now on sale at 

the Post with the drawing to be held on Friday, August 30, 2013 at 6:00 PM. Remember 

only 100 tickets are being sold and they are only $5. 

The Pig Roast on June 22
nd 

was a huge success and I would like to thank all SAL 
members who volunteered their time, attended, or in any way supported this important 

fund-raiser for the Post. 

I continue to challenge and invite all SAL members to become more involved, not only 

with the SAL, but also with supporting the many and varied Post activities and fund- 

raisers, including Friday Dinners, Sunday Breakfasts, and many others. I also do want to 

thank all those that do volunteer in support of our Post. This year Squadron 1700 

supported one boy to New York Boys State in Morrisville and I would like to 

congratulate the 2013 New York Boys State graduate: Anthony Nguyen (MEHS). 

In addition there are other events such as the Pete Cawley Memorial Golf Tournament at 

Pheasant Hill Country Club, Wednesday, August 14
th 

and the Legion Family Picnic on 

Sunday, August 25
th

, 2012. There will also be other opportunities to participate in fun 
activities such as the Pitch Tournaments, Shuffleboard League, to name a few. We have a 
beautiful and well maintained Post that should be supported proudly. If anyone wants to 
contact me for more information or anything else; you can leave a message at the Post or 
send an email to SAL@GFJPOST1700.ORG 

Next meeting is Tuesday, September 10th, 2013 at 7:00 PM 

God Bless our Troops! John Van Wezenbeeck, Commander Squadron 1700 
 
 
 

 
 

First off, we want to thank everybody for all there help on the American Pride Ride. We 

had a great time and a great Ride. 

The American Legion Riders have a Ride coming up on August 24
th

, it’s a Ride for 

Dominick Totro, and it is going to be a good time. The Riders are happy that our weather 

has broken and we have had very nice weather to get some “Rides” in. 

Please keep your eyes on the road and watch out for the “Bikes”, we all have a home to 

get home too. Let’s share the road... God Bless everybody 

 
William Hughes, Director ALR Post 1700 

mailto:SAL@GFJPOST1700.ORG


 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary, 

I hope everyone has weathered the heat and the little bit of rain we have had this 

summer- some may say summer weather is what we wait for all year. 

Unit 1700 congratulates the following Union Endicott High School graduates-- 

Nathaniel Ripic, Wesley Thompson and Seth Corbin as the recipients for this year’s 

Sara Wren Memorial Scholarships.  We wish them much success in their future 

endeavors. 

Some summer reminders for our members— 
Membership renewals for 2013-2014 will soon be forthcoming.  The 

Auxiliary membership is $22 and renewals can be sent to Sandy Denmon c/o Post 1700 

at 305 Maple St. Endicott, NY 13760. 

Sandy was nominated and installed as Broome County Auxiliary 1
st  

Vice 

President for 2013-2014. We congratulate her and know she will fulfill this position with 

great success. 

Sunday, Aug. 25
th 

is the Family Picnic from 1-5pm.  Auxiliary 

members can you please bring deserts for the picnic?  We also put together baskets to be 

raffled off at the picnic.  I hope to see many of our members there for a great time. 

On a truly sad note—3 of our members passed away this summer-- Joan 

Miller, Helen Dougherty and Marion Bassett.  Helen was not only an Auxiliary 

member but also a veteran of World War Two.  Our sincere sympathies go out to their 

families. 

Our Sept. meeting will be held on Tues Sept. 3
rd 

at 7pm.  I hope many 

members can attend the meeting-as this is our organizational meeting to see what 

programs we will continue with or new ones we will try out. 

Have a wonderful rest of the summer. 

For God and Country, 

Marie Williams, President 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The GFJ Post 1700 Legion Scholarships went to: Joshua 

Lawrence Wayman – UE and Justin Lavelle – ME at $500 each 



 

 
 

Thank you for all who made the Pig Roast a great success! There were many donations 

of time, money, food items, raffles, etc The Post once again proved that there we are 

made up of many special people. Pat Van Wezenbeeck 
 

 
 

First pitch tournament of the season is Sunday Sept 15
th

 

at 1p.m. $20 per team entry fee. 

 

First Breakfast is Sunday Oct 6
th 

8 to 11 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Annual Post 1700 FAMILY PICNIC ~ 25 August 2013 
August brings to all of our members, the POST FAMILY PICNIC! 

 
25 August, Sunday from 1- 5pm… all POST members of the Legion, Auxiliary & 

the SAL and  their IMMEDIATE FAMILY – now don’t get so confused…. That 

means those who live with you under your roof...any other family members are your 

guests! Donations for guests appreciated.   Bring a dish to pass if you wish and we 

will supply the hamburgers, sausage, buns & rolls, corn on the cob and the liquid 

refreshments.  It’s a great time to say “HELLO” to those members who don’t get out 

much and see old friends and enjoy good music and good food. 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

August 2013 
 
 

3 OVV ride on August 3 – OVV Poker Run @ Post 1700 

5 All you can eat Spaghetti 5:00-7:30 p.m. 

7 ALR Mtg 7:00 p.m. 

8 OVV Mtg 7:00 p.m. 

12 Broome County Organizational Mtg –Post 1700 – 7:00 p.m. 

14 Pete Cawley Golf Tournament @ Pheasant Hill Country Club 

15 Bd of Directors Mtg - 6:30 p.m. /   Sub Vets Mtg 7:00 p.m. 

20 VVA /AVV Mtg   7:00 p.m. 

24 1
st 

ALR Memorial Ride for Dominick Torto- registration 9:00-11:30 a.m. 

25 Family Picnic 1:00-5:00 p.m. 

30 SAL Labor Day Meat Bundle “Winning” ticket to be pulled at 6:00 p.m. 

Remember, only 100 tickets to be sold – got yours? 

 
Please note - Activities are subject to change without timely notice! Always check the 

board at Post 1700! 

 

September 2013 
 

 

2 LABOR DAY 

3 Post 1700 & Auxiliary Mtg 7:00 p.m. 

5       OVV Mtg 7:00 p.m. 

9 Broome County American Legion Mtg ~ TBA 

10 SAL Mtg 7:00 p.m. 

 11 12
th 

Anniversary of the 9-11 attack on the Twin Towers 9-11-2001 

 12 Bd of Directors Mtg – 6:30 p.m. / Sub Vets Mtg 7:00 p.m. 

17 VVA & AVV Mtg 7:00 p.m. 

20 POW/MIA Remembrance Day 6:00 p.m. 

21 1
st 

Annual Post 1700 Swap Meet 10:00 a.m. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A sad day in American History 
 

On September 11, 2001, 19 militants associated with the Islamic extremist group al- 

Qaeda hijacked four airliners and carried out suicide attacks against targets in the United 

States. Two of the planes were flown into the towers of the World Trade Center in New 

York City, a third plane hit the Pentagon just outside Washington, D.C., and the fourth 

plane crashed in a field in Pennsylvania. Often referred to as 9/11, the attacks resulted in 

extensive death and destruction, triggering major U.S. initiatives to combat terrorism and 

defining the presidency of George W. Bush. Over 3,000 people were killed during the 

attacks in New York City and Washington, D.C., including more than 400 police officers 

and firefighters. Never forget that day in American History. 

 

Dept of New York Convention 

Niagara Falls, NY 

17-20 July 2013 
 

 

It was a very HOT & HUMID week at Niagara Falls for the 95
th 

Dept Convention; temps 
rose into the high 90’s almost 100’; humidity was stifling.  Fourteen members of Broome 
County attended the NY Dept Convention; Ray &I went as Broome County Delegates.   We 
couldn’t help but notice the many empty seats in the Convention Hall. The Convention was full 
of surprises as the days went forward. The new membership dues will be effective Jan 2014. 

The 2
nd  

Membership Resolution was passed after a remake of the first Resolution; more news 
on that to follow as each Post receives the information. 

At the Executive Meeting held on Tuesday, Adjutant Richard Pedro gave his first farewell 

announcement that he was retiring after29 years of faithful service to the Department of New 

York American Legion and again at the Commander’s Dinner & at the Convention Hall the 

day after. We pray for his continued health as he is now home from the hospital and hopefully 

will be attending the National Convention in Houston; his health permitting. 

A thunderstorm with lightening and all cancelled out the finishing of the Grand Parade 
and our 6

th 
District members and those behind us hustled to get to cover before the torrent 

rains came.  There were a few injuries resulting from lightening strikes causing debris to fall 
etc. We all reached cover, Thank Goodness. 

Our new 2013-14 Dept of NY Commander is Ken Governor, the new Adjutant for NY 

is Past Dept Cmdr James Casey. We wish them both best wishes for the coming year & our 

many Thanks Dept Commander Tim Van Patten, Auxiliary President Sally Johnston &SAL 

Cmdr John Knapp for all they have done for the American Legion of New York during their 

2012-2013 year 

BTW – New York beat out Pennsylvania in Membership for 2013 ! 

 

 



  POW/MIA Remembrance Day ~ 20 Sept 2013 
 

Friday ~ 6:00 P.M.  in Post 1700’s Parking lot area 
 

 
The National League of Families’ POW/MIA flag symbolizes the United States’ 

resolve to never forget POWs or those who served their country in conflicts and are still 

missing. Newt Heisley designed the flag. The flag’s design features a silhouette of a 

young man, which is based on Mr. Heisley’s son, who was medically discharged from the 

military. As Mr. Heisley looked at his returning son’s gaunt features, he imagined what 

life was for those behind barbed wire fences on foreign shores. He then sketched the 

profile of his son as the new flag's design was created in his mind. 
 

The flag features a white disk bearing in black silhouette a man’s bust, a watch tower with 

a guard on patrol, and a strand of barbed wire. White letters “POW” and “MIA”, with a 

white five-pointed star in between, are typed above the disk. Below the disk is a black and 

white wreath above the motto “You Are Not Forgotten” written in white, capital letters. 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day is not a federal public holiday in the United States 
but it is a National observance. 

 

 
We, the George F Johnson American Legion Post 1700 Family, will REMEMBER 

those POW’s & MIA’s on 20 September 2013 at 6 pm. Please feel free to join us in 

Remembering, Let us remember! 
 

 



 
 

LABOR DAY SEPTEMBER 2, 2013 

 

 

Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the labor 

movement and is dedicated to the social and economic achievements 

of American workers. It constitutes a yearly National tribute to the 

contributions workers have made to the Strength, Prosperity, and Well- 

being of our country.  The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on 

Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City, in accordance with the 

plans of the Central Labor Union 
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