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3 February 1943 was the beginning of the end for the U.S.A.T Dorchester and its 902 passengers those being 

service members, merchant marines & civilian workers. The Dorchester, one of 3 ships in the SG-19 Convoy  

was once a Luxury Coastal Liner turned into a US Army transport ship because of the war. The Dorchester was 

heading to an American Base in Greenland from Newfoundland through dangerous waters with German U-

Boats prowling these waters sinking many ships. The Dorchester was escorted by Coast Guard Cutters 

Tampa, Escanaba and Comanche.The Dorchester was within 150 miles of its destination when the German 

submarine U- 223 torpedoed it and within 27 minutes, the Dorchester slipped into its watery grave.  

The CGC Comanche, however, saw the flash of the explosion. It responded and then rescued 97 survivors. 

The CGC Escanaba circled the Dorchester, rescuing an additional 132 survivors. The third cutter, CGC 

Tampa, continued on, escorting the remaining two ships.  Through the pandemonium, according to those 

present, four Army chaplains brought hope in despair and light in darkness. Those chaplains were Lt. 

George L. Fox, Methodist; Lt. Alexander D. Goode, Jewish; Lt. John P. Washington, Roman Catholic; and 

Lt. Clark V. Poling, Dutch Reformed. Quickly and quietly the four chaplains spread out among the 

soldiers. These 4 Chaplains tried to calm the frightened, tend to the wounded and guide the disoriented 

toward safety. Of the 902 men aboard the U.S.A.T. Dorchester, 672 died including the 4 Chaplains, 

leaving 230 survivors. The Distinguished Service Cross and Purple Heart were awarded posthumously 

December 19, 1944, to their next of kin by Lt. Gen. Brehon B. Somervell, Commanding General of the 

Army Service Forces, in a ceremony at the Post Chapel at Fort Myer, VA. A Posthumous Special Medal 

for Heroism, never before given and never to be given again, was authorized by Congress and awarded by 

the President January 18, 1961. Congress wished to confer the Medal of Honor but was blocked by the 

stringent requirements which required heroism performed under fire. The special medal was intended to 

have the same weight and importance as the Medal of Honor. 

 
Information gathered from Fr Galfant’s Blog online 
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Greetings to all Legion Family Members, 
 

Now that the hectic holidays are behind us I’d like to say good luck to anyone who made a New Year’s 

resolution.  

It was brought to my attention from a Legion member that a guest at our Post was using profanity in the 

presence of two women.  Apparently it didn’t affect the women.  But if you are sponsoring a guest in our Post 

please be sure that they conduct themselves in a proper manner.  If not, that person will be asked to leave and 

not be welcomed at our Post again.  

Mid-Winter Conference and Hill Days will be coming soon but because of the lack of funds (from your 

support of buying the pull tab tickets) no officers representing this Post will be attending those functions.  

Maybe, when the Department Convention in July rolls around, we’ll have sufficient funds to send our Post 

Officers to it!  

On February 15
th

, our Post will be starting our Friday Night Fish Dinners.  Also on Fridays (all day), 

there will be a 50/50 ticket sale, with the winner announced at 7:30 PM.  This will support the Auxiliary Cancer 

and Community Fund.  Also there is a need for additional waitress/waiters for the Friday Night Dinners.  If you 

wish to pitch in and help, leave your name and contact information at the bar or call the Post at 785-1700 and 

leave your contact information with the bartender. 

Department Bowling Tournament will be at Crystal Lanes, 11749 River Rd., Corning, NY on 4/20 & 21 

(noon only), 4/27 & 4/28, May 4 & 5, May 11 & 12.  Signup sheet is on the bulletin board. 

The Tenth Annual Legion College at Morrisville College will be from June 14-16
th

.  Any Legion/SAL 

member who wants to attend, please contact Cmdr Bob Wood.  Deadline for applications will be April 1
st
. 

             Please note that nominations for the 2013-2014 Legion year for GFJ Post 1700 Officers will begin on 

our February Legion meeting, (Feb. 5
th

).  This will continue on March 5
th

 and April 2
nd

 Legion meetings.  In 

order to accept your nomination you must be there in person or have a written letter accepting the nomination to 

the position of which you are to be nominated.   For God & Country, Commander Bob Wood 

 

 

 

Happy 94
th

 Birthday American Legion on March 19
th! 

 

 

 
 
The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veterans organization. Focusing 

on service to veterans, service members and communities, the Legion evolved from a group of war-weary 

veterans of World War I into one of the most influential nonprofit groups in the United States. Membership 

swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up across the country. Today, membership stands at 

over 2.4 million in 14,000 posts worldwide. The Posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 

50 states, along with the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico and the Philippines. 

     

 

 



 

 

 

Chaplain’s Corner, O Lord Jesus Christ, You have shown us that death is but the gateway to 

a more glorious life, and that we must not fear its coming: and we know that neither life nor death can separate 

us from Your Love. Assure us yet again that our comrade Don Finch departed on 21 December 2012 is not lost 

to us, but sharing new life with YOU in the kingdom of our Father, where we shall in Your good time be 

reunited. We know him to be with YOU forever. Amen   Barbara J Beebe, GFJ Post 1700, Chaplain 

 

 

 

  FYI ~  THE POWER OF A HAND SALUTE 
As a Charter Member of the Military Women’s Memorial Monument  in Washington DC, I receive each year 

the new  Women’s  Memorial Calendar, this year it was indeed a speical edition. I noticed the cover was 

entitled Rendering Honors  with a NAVYwoman in a hand salute with January 2013’s article on the history of 

a hand salute… here goes.. One required act of Miliary courtesy is the hand salute, the long establised form of 

greeting and recognition exchanges between person in the armed forces. Regulations governing its use are 

founded on miltary custom deeply routed in traditon  Some historians believe the hand salute began  in late 

Roman times when assassinations were common. A citizen who wanted to see a public official had to approach 

with his right hand raised to show that he did not hold a weapon. Knights in armor raised visors with the right 

hand when meeting a comrade.This practice gradually became a way of showing respect and, in early American 

history, sometimes involved removing the hat. By 1820, the motion was modified to touching the hat, and since 

then it has become the hand salute used today. The hand salute, an individual form of rendering honors, is given 

to show repect toward an Officer, Flag or the Nation. So now, when we render a “Hand Salute” to our 

Nations’s Colors put out not only your hand in motion but  your heart too!    BJB 

 
Squaredeal Homeowners Association ~ Board of Directors 

Happy New Year! We had an election of the Board of Directors. We needed 4 candidates and only 4 applied. 

Because there was no contest, a vote was cast at the December Post meeting to accept the 4 candidates. 

Bob Hayes and Bob Wood were re-elected to the Board. Phil Dillenbeck has returned to the Board after a short 

absence and Dave Jensen is a new member of the Board. Dave agreed to fill the remaining 2 year term vacated 

by Ed Fotusky. Thank you to Hank Shearer who has completed his term on the Board and decided not to run. 

The remaining members are Gary King, Ron Reece, Butch Nabinger and Joe Irons. 

The officers are the same: President, Gary King; Vice President, Bob Wood; Secretary, Bob Wood; Treasurer, 

Charlie Verno. 

Committee Chairmen positions are: House Committee, Bob Haynes; Bar Committee, Ron Reece; Bell Jar 

Committee, Gary King; Kitchen Committee, Shorty Farr. If you want to help at the Post, please contact one of 

the Chairmen or Directors. 

The Board of Directors has invited the Auxiliary, SAL and Legion Riders to assign representatives to form a 

Committee to sit with the Directors at monthly meetings. We had 7 representatives at the January meeting. They 

form a non-voting Committee to assist with decisions involving the building and activities at the Post. Their 

ideas and concerns will be welcome and strongly considered. 

Regards, 

Gary King, President, Board of Directors. 
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HOUSE Committee Chr Robert Haynes, 

 

    Just a short  note to let  you all know the latest……. the House Committee is working on 

getting a water filter for the Post’s water system and we now have a NEW FURNACE & HOT 

WATER HEATER and they are working just fine.  Our new SNOW BLOWER is a dream to 

use during our recent snow days! Had to purchase a new shovel due to the fact that someone 

stole the main air lock on Dec 27 or 28! The lower sign our front of the building is in the 

process of getting repaired. I’ll have more in the next edition!  Bob Haynes  

 
 
 

 
Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary, 

I hope that the first month of 2013 has been kind to our Auxiliary members. 
 There will be a lot of activities going on during the month of February, beginning with the Pancake 
Breakfast/Bake Sale on Sunday, February 3rd from 8-11am...  If you are interested in volunteering at the 
Pancake Breakfasts, please contact Pat Vanwezenbeeck.  Please bring any baked good for the sale to the Post 
on Sat. the 2nd.  
 We are also having a Valentine’s Basket Raffle—this basket will be raffled off on Sunday Feb. 10th during the 
afternoon. 
Our monthly meeting will be on Tues. 2/5 at 7pm. 
 Also during February, we will be sending out tickets for our Annual Cancer and Community Raffle.  The 
proceeds from this Fundraiser go to help members of our Auxiliary who have experienced the terrible disease 
of Cancer or who have had a traumatic experience in their lives.  Please send in your filled raffle tickets and 
money to the Post—we will be drawing the Raffle winners on Tues, April 2nd during our meeting. 
 February is also the 1st call for nominations for Officers for the 2013-2014 year.  The second and third 
calls for nominations are in March and April-- with elections of Officers at our April meeting. If you are 
interested is filling an open position please contact Marie Williams (754-8995). 
 March is always a tease as to whether the month comes in like a lamb or a lion.  Our Pancake 
Breakfast will be on Sunday, 3/3 from 8-11am.  On Tues. the 5th at 7pm we will hold our monthly meeting.   
 We will be hosting an Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday March 23rd from 1-3pm.  Children 8 and under are 
welcome to join -- Signups will be at the Post no later than 3/17. 
 I am urging those members who have not renewed their 2013 Memberships to please do so as soon as 
you can before our Membership year runs out. 
 If you know of any Union Endicott Senior who has not applied for our Sara Wren Scholarship please 
encourage them to do so.  Applications are on line through the school’s web site. 
 I hope to see many members come to the Friday Night Dinners—our Lenten Fish Dinners begin on 
February 15th. 
Come visit the Post and see all that is going on.   
 

For God and Country, Marie Williams 



 NEW YEAR’S EVE gathering was small but wonderful. We had a great time. The red and gold 

theme was beautiful. Those who attended had an awesome time; we already can’t wait for next year.  Our Pitch 

Tournaments will be Feb. 10
th
 and March 10

th
 ~ $20.00 a team. 1p.m. until done. Sign up at the Post. The almost Sadie 

Hawkins Event will take place on Feb. 23rd 3p.m. bring a dish to pass. No cost. We will play “Bingo”, Shuffleboard and 

Trivia.  Shuffleboard League will be starting Feb 20th, sign up at the Post with teams of two. No cost. Must have fun, 

Laughing and cheering is encouraged. No experience necessary.  Breakfast Feb. 3
rd

 and March 3
rd

. 8 to 11. Anyone willing 

to help call Pat at 748-0621 

 

 

 Dinner info… 
Our Annual Early Bird Dinner was again held on Friday Dec 7th, 2012, just about 100 

people were in attendance again this year and everyone enjoyed the meal. We appreciate all 

those who were able to make it and hope next year more will be able to participate.  

This is the Posts "THANK YOU" to all the Post 1700 Family. Just as a reminder, the 

Annual Early Bird Dinner is open for all, Legion, SAL and Ladies Auxiliary members who paid 

up their dues for the following year prior to the Dec 7
th

‘s Dinner Date.  

Again, we would also like to take this time to thank Cosmo DeSanto for cooking dinner, 

it was wonderful. Other helpers for the day were Charlie and Judy Verno, Ralph Iannone, 

Ronald DiPietro, Andy Roman, John Stank, Ed Cunningham, Ray "Butch" Nabinger, Bob 

Haynes, Joe Irons, Bill Gasberra and Debbie Roehm. And a  Thank You to Harold "Shorty" 

Farr for his contribution.  

Thanks again to all who came out to the 2012 Annual Early Bird Dinner hope to see you 

all and more again next year.       Debbie Roehm 
 
 

From the Kitchen 

I would like to thank all of our Friday Night volunteers for your hard work and 

dedication. You are what makes the Friday Night suppers a success. A special 

Thanks to Bob Haynes who takes the time to set up the Hall  every week and a 

hug Thank You to all of our Chefs  who take the time to come in & fix their 

Specialties for us to enjoy….… Shorty 

 
 



          
  February 2013 
 1  Friday Night Dinner ~ Roasted Pork Loin               

 3   Post 1700 Breakfast 8-11 am       SUPER BOWL Sunday 

 3  Remember the USS Dorchester torpedoed 1943 “The Four Chaplains Remembrance Day” 

 5   GFJ Post 1700/ Unit 1700 Mtg 7 pm          

 6       American Legion Riders Mtg                

 7  OVV MTG      

 8  Friday Night by the ALR – Sweetheart Chicken Dinner/Johnny Stars       

 10         Pitch Tournament 1 PM ~ $20.00 A TEAM   

 11  Broome County Mtg~ Post 80 – BGM 7 pm 

 12  SAL Squad 1700 Mtg     

 13      ASH WEDNESDAY 1
st
 day of Lent                

 14  Feb Bd of Directors Mtg  6:30 pm  

 15  Friday Night Fish Dinner    

 20   Shuffleboard League starting tonight              

 21 VVA &AVA Mtg 

 22  Friday Night Fish Dinner & Johnny Stars  

 23  Almost Sadie Hawkins   Event 3 pm 

            

  Please note ~ ~Activities are SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT TIMELY NOTICE! 

Always check the Post Board for any up to date changes! 

                 
March  2013 

 1  Friday Night Fish Dinner 

 3        Post 1700 Pancake Breakfast 8-11 am          

 5 GFJ Post 1700 / UNIT 1700 Mtg ~ 7 pm    

6   ALR 1700 Meeting 

7  OVV MTG      

8             Friday Night Fish Dinner & Johnny Stars 

9 Oxford VA Home Bingo – It’s Broome County Legion, Aux & SAL volunteering date   

10      PITCH TOURNAMENT 1 PM $20.00A TEAM  Daylight Saving Time begins set your clocks ahead! 

11   Broome County Mtg Post 89, Vestal - 7 pm   

12  SAL Squad 1700 Mtg 

13 Ash Wednesday 
    

   

14 Bd of Directors Mtg 6:30  

15  Friday Night fish Dinners    

17      St. Patrick’s Day 

18 - 19  Legislative Hill Days   Albany, NY  

20    SPRING BEGINS   

21 VVA & AVA Mtg    

22  Friday Night Fish Dinners & Johnny Stars   

23 Easter Egg Hunt 1-3 pm 

25    Passover begins 

29  Good Friday Fish Dinner   

31 HAPPY EASTER 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Immortal_Chaplains-3c.jpg


 

 

                                

The American Legion Riders would like wish everybody a Happy New Year! 

 

We had our Elections and the new 2013 POST 1700 ALR Officers are…. 

Director Bill Hughes, 

Vice Director, Sean King, Secretary, Gary King 

Road Captain, Manny Fasano, Treasurer, Diana Rothang, Sgt.-at-Arms, Jim Mariani 

Historian/Web Master, Doug Adams, Chaplain, Dave Holden 

 

        The Post1700 American Legion Riders will again be cooking and serving a very nice 

Dinner on February 8
th

 of   Sweet Heart Chicken served with Rice Pilaf and Honey Glazed 

Baby Carrots. 
        In the next coming months, we are planning many rides, such as, The American Pride 

Ride, our own ALR Post 1700 Ride and in the works we are planning to add a Ride to benefit 

those with Down Syndrome. Also the ALR has been selling BOGO Books to help the Humane 

Society and we all would like to thank everybody who have purchased one as it goes to a great 

cause! 

Bill Hughes, Director Post 1700 American Legion Riders  
 

 Squad 1700 News 

Happy New Year to all and let us all hope that 2013 will be a happy and healthy one for 

all. I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday season and are making it through the "winter.”  

While it was quite a disappointing turnout for the New Years Eve Dinner Dance, I think 

everyone who was there had a great time. 

SAL members, I would like ask you to support our Legion by stopping down for the 

Friday Night Dinners. The always popular Fish Dinners will be starting February 15
th

 and will 

be offered through Lent. Not to be forgotten are the monthly Pancake Breakfasts offered the 

first Sunday of the month. 

I would also like to remind all SAL members who have not paid their dues by January 

31
st
 that they will be dropped from the Roster at the Post as well as having their access card 

revoked. Please make sure you have taken care of this obligation as soon as possible. Be sure to 

check the Event Calendar and participate in the variety of events offered at the Post. If any SAL 

members have any questions or suggestions please feel free to contact me by email at 

SAL@GFJPOST1700.ORG 
Yours for the Sons, John Vanwezenbeeck 

   

mailto:SAL@GFJPOST1700.ORG


  To all GFJ Post 1700 Family members…. If you have an interesting article that you would like 

to see placed in the upcoming edition of the POSTER or a “Letter to the Editor” by all means 

send it to my e-mail – bbeebe3@stny.rr.com 

Just remember, that what is printed in the POSTER is not only seen by our members but that of 

those throughout the NY State  & the  throughout the USA where  our members live and both 

Albany & National American Legion.   

FYI: Attention - Legion, Auxiliary or SAL >> If you have not paid your 2013 dues then 

this is your last newsletter!     Barbara J Beebe, Editor 
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