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“The Price of Freedom Has Always Been Paid By Those Who Enjoyed Its Fruits The 

Least, But Who Cherished Its Meaning The Most.” George L. Skypeck 

Copyright 1975-2008 ~ Quote used by permission.  
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    Greetings to my Legion Families!  
   We are well into our Lenten Fish Dinners and they appear to be quite a success – thanks to our Chefs 

who do all the deep frying and the wait staff who stay busy on their feet serving our great Fish Fry Dinners on 

these Fridays during Lent. I wish to thank all the members who have help with meals at the Post 

throughout the year, for our Friday Night Dinners, Thanks! 

 

 March 15 - 17 celebrates the 93
rd

 Birthday of the American Legion. We as the Legion family 

should take some time and try to think about the many trials those WWI Vets had; they took take a totally new 

concept such as the American Legion and presented it to the Congress of the United States. 

 Although, before our involvement with the WWI, many Americans were apathetic, and yet the American 

Legion still prevailed !  Now, in our country, we have a Congress which is apathetic again. We, as a Legion 

Family, have got to step up and take the lead. We need to talk to other veterans and their families and speak 

with their Congressman and Senators, even our local officials should be spoken to as to the protection of our 

Military and its Veterans and their families. People making decisions about our Military now were never Vets 

and cannot understand what the needs are for our Veterans and their families.  

 Barb and Ray Beebe attended the American Legion‟s Legislative Hill Days. On March 12
th

, they 

attended meetings with the many committeemen in Albany‟s Veterans Office & on the 13
th

 spoke with Senator 

Tom Libous, Assemblywomen Donna Lupardo and  Addie Russell in this regard. Assemblywoman Russell 

happens to be the Chairwoman on the Sub Committee for Women Veterans at the Capitol in Albany. Barb & 

Ray were the only Legionnaires from Broome County & that is sad. Remember, if we, the Legionnaires, cannot 

go physically to Lobby for the causes of the Veterans then, we should call, write, or e-mail our Public Officials 

and give them our feelings regarding what‟s happening to the Veterans with the Budget and how it affects 

Department of Defense (DOD) !  Remember, it is you, the Veterans, who are involved because many of you go 

to the VA for your Medical Assistance and to the future men & women of the Military‟s Armed Forces also.  

 Dave Jensen is our new Boy's State Chairperson and is doing a great job. He is working with the 

students of both MEHS &UEHS to decide who will be the 3 Delegates representing the GFJ POST 1700 and 

the SAL Squad 1700 at Boys State in June at SUNY Morrisville. In our JUNE /JULY edition we‟ll let you 

know who our selected Juniors were at BOYS STATE.  

 To all our Legion Family members, who celebrate Easter, I pray that you all will have a nice Easter 

Sunday.  The month of May will be a busy one with the Post Clean-up Day on May 12
th

.  We will start about 

9 A.M.  and continue until we finish.  Ron Reece will be cooking hotdogs and hamburgers on the grill.  May 

15
th

 is the “Veteran of Distinction Day” in Broome County. This year, we have selected Bob Haynes as our 

Veteran of Distinction. He has given so much of his time to our Post in so many ways. Last year‟s Veteran of 

Distinction was Jimmy Davis. We are the Host Post for Memorial Day 2012!  We will have refreshments for 

our Post‟s as being the HOST POST. By the way, there will be a sign-up list at the Bar, so, if you would like to 

bring a dish to pass by all means do so!      May God Bless you all, Cmdr Joe Irons 
 

A reminder to our Legion families,  if one of our  Auxiliary, SAL or a Legion member 

gets sick or is hospitalized , please call the Post, so we can place their names on the 

Board under Sick Call or if a member dies please let us know.  I read the Obituary 

every day and believe it or not, some families do not list WHICH American Legion 

their newly deceased family member belongs too, then, how do we know who they are?  

We do not know when a member is ill, so, please give us a call. You can call me on my 

cell 607-349-8329               Chaplain Barbara Beebe 

 

 

 



 

 

        
 

 

Post Everlasting                            

Receive, O Father, receive the souls of our Post members, Edward Gyidik, US Army & WW11 

POW, who departed this earth on 23 February and Robert W. Raney Jr, WW11 US Army Air 

Corps who died on 18 March.  Grant them  an entrance into Your heavenly kingdom, where they 

may know the joy of everlasting life according to the promise of our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen                                      

SICK CALL 

Nursing Home   Bill Gasbarra> Susquehanna Nursing Home, Riverside Drive, JC 

Walt & Joannie Miller > Willow Point Nursing Home – Vestal Rd, Vestal, 

Steve Riccardi > Woodlawn Manor, Vestal ~ Stop by and ask at the Reception Desk which room 

they are in.  Chet Deering > Ideal Living Center – 600 High Avenue, Endicott 

  

To all our men & women who were & are soldiers; this is for you as we celebrate  

Memorial Day ~ 2012 
 “I was that which others did not want to be. I went where others feared to go and did what 

others failed to do. I asked nothing from those who gave nothing, and reluctantly accepted 

the thought of eternal loneliness… should I fail. I have seen the face of terror; felt the 

stinging of cold fear; and enjoyed the sweet taste of a moment’s love. I have cried, pained, 

and hoped…but most of all, I have lived times others would say best forgotten. At least 

someday I will be able to say that I was proud of what I was …. a soldier.”  
 

   SOLDIER written by George Skypeck – used by permission in honor of Memorial Day 
 

 
NEWS FROM SQUAD 1700 
 Spring has been teasing us all winter so let‟s hope it is here for the duration!  “Post Spring Cleanup Day” at our 

Post is Saturday, May12th and I am personally hoping to see a contingent of S.A.L. members there to at least 

assist for part of the day.  Again this year the SAL will be offering a Spaghetti Dinner to all Post 1700 Veterans 

on National Veterans Assistance Day which this year is on Saturday, May19th from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
  We, Squad 1700, are going to be doing 3 “Meat Bundle Raffles” again this year. The first being for 

Memorial Day weekend; tickets are $5 each for a chance to win a variety of specialty meats...Steaks, Spiedies, 

Sausage, etc over a $100 value. Tickets can be purchased from any SAL officer or from the bartenders at the 

Post.  Thanking you in advance for your support! 

  The election of new officers for the SAL will be held at the monthly meeting on May 8th. Any 

member interested in becoming an officer of the SAL is welcome to join in at the meeting. 

         God Bless our Troops!  

        Yours for the Sons, John Van Wezenbeeck 
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Pitch Tournaments > Sunday, 22 April & 20 MAY 2012 

              $20.00 per team ~ STARTING AT 1 PM 

              Call or Signup at the Bar to register 

 

  

 

                      

 

“The Annual Kentucky Derby Party” May 5th at 4 PM 
There will be Prizes for the Best Hat ~  

Bring an appetizer to share,   
 Mint Juleps will be on special so come and enjoy the 

fun! 

 DAYTONA 500, CHILI AND CHERRY PIE COOK OFF 

 

 

  Unlike the Daytona 500, the Chili and Cherry Pie Cook Off event did take place on 

February 26.  And the winner, with his famous "Beer" chili was Gary King; with 2nd 

runner up was the "Spicy" Bob Siglin chili.  In the meatless category Gary Carlson took 

top honors with his "100% Vegetable" chili.  After having tasted all, it was a 

very difficult choice in selecting the winners but, we had several judges throughout the 

day voting for their favorites.   

 In the Cherry pie event, Gary Carlson's Cherry pudding cups, vanilla pudding 

with either vodka soaked cherries or Southern Comfort soaked cherries won hands 

down.  Runner up Bob Siglin's Cherry Cheese Cake                        Deb Roehms 3rd V Cmdr   
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  Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary, 

 I hope everyone has weathered the winter well and is ready to enjoy the Spring. 

 In Feb, the Auxiliary chose Ann Conmy, a student from Union Endicott High School to be our 2012 Girl 

State representative.  We wish her well at this summer‟s Leadership Conference at SUNY Brockport. 

 The April Pancake Breakfast is on Sunday, the 1
st
 from 8-11am.  At our April meeting on the 3

rd
. we 

will be picking our 3 “Cancer and Community Raffle” winners.  We will also be collecting items to “Pamper 

the Ladies”, which will go in our Mother‟s Day Raffle Basket.  This basket will be at the Post from the 

beginning of April till our May Pancake Breakfast/ Bake Sale-on Sunday, May, 6
th

. 
 
The 3

rd
 call for nominations 

and elections of Officers also happens in April.  To date, our slate of officers for 2012-2013 is as follows:  Pres. 

Marie Williams, 1
st
 Vic Pres. - Sandy Denmon, 2

nd
 Vice Pres. - Paula Shofkom, Secretary- Jackie Reece, 

Treasurer- Maggie Gagliardi, Sgt.-at-Arms-Sandy Potter, and Chaplain - Marion Koffel. 

 Packing for Matt Warrick and his Unit happens on April 19
th

 and May 17
th

. Please bring items to 

support this worthy cause. Food items, especially microwaveable, will be especially appreciated. 

 At our May meeting on the 1
st
 we will be installing our Officers.  On Sat. May 5

th
 the Auxiliary will be 

sponsoring a Garage Sale at the Post. This coincides with the West Endicott Community Garage Sale on that 

date.  Please bring in your items to the Post from April 15 through May 1
st
.  If you have large items please 

contact Marie William (754-8995) to see when those items can be brought to the Post.  The proceeds from the 

Garage Sale will go towards the replacing the pavilion roof.   

   Vickie Mauro, our Poppy Chairperson, will again be promoting our Poppies at Jim Roma‟s Bakery in 

Endicott during the Memorial Day Weekend and at the Parade.  If you are interested in volunteering your time 

please contact Vickie at 754-8329.     For God and Country, Marie Williams 
  

 After a fairly mild winter, Spring is upon us and we will be 

seeing good signs of that very soon.  The Legion Riders joined us in November which was not exactly motor 

cycle season.  We should be seeing more motor cycles in our parking lot.  (A little safety note:  They are not as 

big as cars so please be aware they are on the road and watch out for them.)  Some MC events are being planned 

at the Post.  Check the calendar. 

 Spring means “Spring cleaning” at the Post.  Please check the calendar for the date.  The more 

volunteers we have the easier and faster it is.  Along with that, I am happy to announce that the OVV has 

volunteered to maintain the lawn and outside property this year.  It‟s part of “Members in Action” to help at the 

Post and is greatly appreciated.  Butch Nabinger and his sons have been helping with garbage, snow removal, 

setting up the Hall for events and assisting at the Dinners.  We have had a couple new cooks for the dinners and 

Ed Fotusky is inventorying and maintaining the handicap equipment that we loan out. These are a few of the 

new volunteers joining in to help those who have been keeping the Post going.  There are still lots of things 

where help would be appreciated. Ask, or check the “Help” book in the bar area. 

 Sorry to say that Debbie Rohm has resigned from the Board of Directors and as Kitchen Chair person.  

We will be considering a replacement at the next Board Meeting on Thursday, March 15. There are a lot of Post 

events planned for the year.  Keep your eye on the calendar and I hope to see you around the Post this year.                                                  

      Gary King, President, Square Deal Homeowners Association     

 
 

    



 
 

   Happy Easter ~ 8 April 2012 
 

 

APRIL 2012 
  1  Pancake Breakfast                   8-11:00 am 

  3  Post & Auxiliary Mtg (Last call for Nominations!)   7 pm 

  4  Legion Riders Mtg       7 pm 

  5         OVV Mtg         7 pm   

  6  Friday Night FISH Dinner & SAL 50/50               5:30-7:30 pm 

  10   SAL Mtg        7 pm 

 12  Bd of Directors        6:30pm 

 12        SUB VETS    Regular meeting     6:30 pm      

 13  Fri Night Dinner > 5:30 – 7:30             *Johnny Stars* 7pm – 11 pm 

 14        USS Thresher Memorial Service - Post 82     09:15 am 

 19  VVA & AVVA Mtg        7:00 pm                    

 22   Pitch Tournament        1 pm 

 27         Friday Night Dinners > 5:30-7:30 pm        *Johnny Stars*  7 – 11pm     

    

 

 

   Remember   ~ Memorial Day ~ 28 May 2012 
 

 

May 2012     
  1 Post & Aux Mtg       7 pm 

  2 Legion Riders Mtg       7 pm  

  3  OVV Mtg        7 pm 

  4        Riders Grilling on the DECK      5:30-7:30 pm 

  5   Auxiliary Garage Sale - Post 1700 Parking Lot 

  5  Kentucky Derby Party       4 pm 

  6  Pancake Breakfast - Aux Bake Sale     8-11 am 

  8 SAL Mtg         7 pm    

 10  Bd of Directors Mtg       6:30pm 

 10  SUB VETS REG MTG      6:30pm 

 11  Friday Night  Dinner  5:30-7:30 > * Johnny Stars*   7-11pm 

 12 CLEAN UP DAY @ THE POST     9:00 am. till finished 

 13 Mother’s Day        All Day 

 15  Broome Cty Mtg Post 1194 -Hillcrest    7.00 pm 

 17        VVA & AVVA   Mtg      7:00 pm 

 18  Riders Grilling on the DECK      5:30-7:30pm 

 19 Armed Forces Day~ SAL National Recognition Day for Veterans Dinner ~1 – 4pm 

 20 Pitch Tournament       1 pm 

 25       Friday Night Dinner 5:30-7:30  *Johnny Stars*  7-11pm 

 28  Memorial Day Post 1700 Memorial Service    0700 

 Endicott Parade        10:30am 

 Binghamton Parade        2:00 pm 

 

 



 

        LEGION                 2012-2013  
 

Please note !!!! 

Last call for  the 2012-2013 GFJ Post 1700 Legion Officers Nominations  will take place at 

the April 3
rd

 Mtg  &  at this point in time these are the Nominees: 

 

Commander – Robert Wood, 1
st
 Vice Cmdr- Butch Nabinger, 2

nd
 Vice – Ron Reece, 

 3
rd

 Vice Cmdr-?-, Treasurer -?-, Chaplain, Barbara Beebe, Historian – Ray Beebe,  

Sgt-at Arms - Gary King, Adjutant is an appointed position anyone up to the job?  

Now! Everyone knows that we cannot have a 

2012 -2013 Slate of Officers without a slate of OFFICERS! All you laid back members 

come to our meetings and be counted! FYI > You must be an up to date 2012 member to 

VOTE 

1 May 3-7 PM             MUST show your 2012 Membership Card                     

     
 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

FYI~ Post 1700 Annual Clean-up Day ~ 12 MAY 2012 – 0900 hrs-till? 

Wear you old jeans; we„ll have the buckets, rags & brooms!  
 

                      
 

Lunch will be served @ the grill ~ bring your favorite salad! 

      We‟ll have the hotdogs, hamburgers & buns – soda & beer 
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Please Note! 

Nominations for the 2012 - 2013 Legion year of the GFJ Post 1700 

Officers will end at the 3 April 2012 Post meeting! 

 

In order to accept the nomination you must be there in person or 

have a written letter accepting the nomination to the position of 

which you are to be nominated. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

             
George F. Johnson Post 1700 
305 Maple Street 
West Endicott, NY 13760 
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