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In Flanders Fields the poppies blow between the crosses row on row,  
That mark our place; and in the sky the larks, still bravely singing, fly  

scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago we lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  
Loved and were loved, and now we lie In Flanders Fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: To you from failing hands we throw  

the torch; be yours to hold it high. If ye break faith with us who die  

we shall not sleep, though poppies grow In Flanders fields. 

Lt. Col. John McCrae, M.D. 

1872-1918 

 

In memory of Frank Buckles who died on March 4, 2011 

He was the last remaining WW1 Veteran and laid to rest at  

Arlington Cemetery, Virginia on March 16, 2011 
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Commander’s Corner 

  Hello Legion Family, I'd like to wish you all a Happy Easter! Just to remind you 

all that our Legion Family volunteers will be sponsoring our ever famous Lenten meals 

on Friday evenings. The price for this meal is a very fair fee. It is a great place to bring 

your family. On May 14, we will have our Post Clean-Up Day! You don't have to stay 

the whole day, even if you only can stay for an hour, come down and have a great time 

amongst friends. Some members might be able to help with painting or plumbing, give 

Bob Haynes a call at the Post and he could give you something to do to help out at the 

Post.  Now, if you come down May 14th, we are starting @ 0900 and will serve hotdogs 

and hamburgers for lunch. May 20-23, some of our members and the Color Guard will 

drive up north to Alexandria Bay and meet our Canadian Veterans for the 60
th

 

Anniversary of the International Goodwill Days, let’s keep them in our prayers while 

they travel. May 30
th

, we will meet at the Endicott Veterans Memorial Park for the 

Memorial Day service across from the Endicott Police and Fire Departments at 1100 

AM after the Parade that begins at 10:30 down Washington Avenue. Endicott’s Veterans 

Memorial Park is like no other. Jimmy Davis spends many hours keeping the flags in 

service around the Memorial Park, never have I seen such a dedication to the veterans 

whom are honored there. We will also be having a Flag Retirement Ceremony as the 

weather gets warmer and if the weather is not cooperative then we will schedule the Flag 

Ceremony on Flag Day, Tuesday, June 14th; there will be more info to follow.  

Thank you all.        For God and Country, Commander Joe Irons 

 

5 April 2011 Nominations for the 2011-12 Legion Officers, members must be there to 

nominate. To accept, one must either be present or have a written note to accept! Those 

who were nominated and accepted thus far are the following: Commander >Joseph Irons, 

1
st
 Vice Cmdr > Robert Wood, 2

nd
 Vice Cmdr > Ron Reece, 3

rd
 Vice Cmdr > Deborah 

Roehm, Historian > Ray Beebe, Treasurer > Charlie Verno, Chaplain > Robert Hunt & 

Barbara Beebe, Sgt-at Arms> Gary King & Robert Jensen. The nominations were closed 

and will continue for the last time at the April Meeting under “Old Business.” Tuesday, 

 3 May, is Election Day for the 2011-12 Post 1700 Officers from 2-7 PM. In order to 

vote, each member must show their current 2011 Membership Card to the Election 

Committee member manning the Ballot Box. 

 

 Chaplain’s Corner ~ Robert Hunt 

O God of mercy, peace and love we remember before You in this 

moment our comrade and friend, Richard T Seely. We recall with gratitude and respect 

all that he stood for in his life. Help us to live in the companionship of his spirit. May we 

be kind to the friends and family he love; devoted to the community in which he lived; 

loyal to the causes that he served. 

 9 Mar 2011 - Richard T. Seely – 74 – US Army – Korean War.    



 Board of Directors Corner 

 There are nine elected members on the Board of Directors.  Our primary 

responsibility is to ensure that the building is properly maintained, cleaned and repaired 

as necessary. We ensure we have the sources of income to support the expenses of the 

building and provide the Post with funds to help cover the costs of community projects 

which includes scholarships and youth programs.  We pay the bills which includes 

utilities. We are all volunteers and we have the help of about 3 or 4 dozen people, which 

includes the Auxiliary and SAL members, who help us.  That help includes the breakfasts 

and dinners and the great social events that we have been having.  We do not recruit; we 

accept help from those who want to provide it. My thanks to those great volunteers who 

is currently making things work at our Post.   

 As of March 02, 2011 we have 418 Legion members, 140 Auxiliary members, 

79 SAL members and 9 War Dads for a total of 646 members. 

  We would not ask anyone to do anything they do not want to do. I would ask, if 

you have some skills or talent that you would like to share, let us know. We would 

appreciate it.  Are you a plumber, electrician, carpenter, painter?  You can call Bob 

Haynes and volunteer your services for when he needs your help.  During the winter, 

when it snows, can you come to the Post and help shovel? Can you cook, wash dishes or 

serve tables? We can use you at our Dinners and Breakfast.  If you are physically able to 

do anything, push a broom or dust; please join us for our annual SPRING CLEANUP 

that is scheduled for MAY 14, from 9:00 until we are done.  Lunch will be provided. 

Working together, having fun together, makes us a family.  A family makes a successful 

organization and a successful organization will best serve our veterans, their families and 

our community. 

 See our webpage at GFJPOST1700.ORG to see our meeting schedules and to 

keep up on what is happening at our Post.  Would you like to help us keep costs down?  

Our newsletter, POSTER , is now available on our website.  If you are satisfied with that 

as your source; you can ask to be removed from the POSTER’s mailing list.  You can 

also provide us with your e-mail address so we can send out special bulletins such as Post 

closing for bad weather.  You will find officer’s e-mail addresses on the website to send 

us a note.  Happy Spring. 

   Gary King, President, Square Deal Homeowners Association 

 

 

The next 2 Board of Directors Meetings will be held 6:30 pm on 

April 14, and May 12, 2011 

 

 

 

 



 

News from Squad 1700 
  Spring is finally upon us!  Here's hoping everyone got through the winter months 

and all that heavy shoveling. “Spring Cleaning Day” at our Post is 14 May and anyone 

who would like to volunteer to help out with sprucing up our Post is welcome!  Your 

time and efforts will be greatly appreciated! Check our ad for National Veterans 

Assistance Day on May 21
st
. We are organizing 3 Meat Bundle raffles for the 

upcoming summer months.  The first being for Memorial Day weekend; tickets are $5 

each for a chance to win a variety of specialty meats...Steaks, Spiedies, Sausage, 

etc  over a $100 value.  Tickets can be purchased from any SAL officer or from the 

bartenders at the Post. 

  We have purchased a new monitor for our Post.  A special Thank You goes out 

to John VanWezenbeeck, SAL Chaplin, for his generous donation of a laptop 

computer.  That, combined with the new monitor, will enable us to display any and all 

current and upcoming events with their dates and times as well as sick call and any other 

information of importance to our Legion Family.  A very nice addition to our Post! 

 The election of new officers for the SAL will be held at the monthly meeting on May 

10th.  Any member interested in becoming an officer of the SAL is welcome to join in at 

the meeting.  Certainly, new faces and new ideas can only make our legion family 

grow stronger.   Yours for the Sons, Gary A. Robinson, Jr  

      

Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary, 
 Welcome Spring! We had our fair share of snow this winter, so I am ready for the 

change of seasons and hope all of you are ready for some warmer weather.. 

At our March meeting, Kendra Besemer was selected as our 2011 Girl State 

Representative. We wish her all the best at the Leadership Conference to be held this 

summer at SUNY BROCKVILLE. Sunday, April 3
rd

 from 8-11 AM is our next 

Pancake Breakfast and on Tuesday April 5
th

 we will hold our monthly Auxiliary 

Meeting at 7 pm. At this meeting, we will draw 3 winners of our Cancer and 

Community Fundraiser. This annual fundraiser gives us the means to help our members 

in time of personal disaster. You can turn in your tickets to the Post prior to our meeting. 

  To date our slate officers is as follows: President – Marie Williams, 1
st
 Vice 

Pres - Sandy Denmon, 2
nd

 Vice Pres ------, Secretary - Kelly Freed, Treasurer – 

Maggie Gagliardi, Sergeant- at-Arms - Vickie Mauro, Historians Pat Vandermark 

& Carrie Roth, and Chaplain - Marion Koffel. 

  On Saturday, April 15
th,

 will be the 6th District Fun Night at Post 876 in 

Sherburne and on Saturday the 16
th

, will be the 6
th

 District Spring Conference held in 

Norwich at Post 189. 
 Our May Pancake / Bake Sale will be held on Sunday, May 1

st
 from 8-11AM 

and our monthly meeting will be on Tuesday May 3
rd

 at 7 PM. We will have our 2011-

2012 Installation of Officers at this meeting. Look for information in his newsletter for 

the Spring Cleanup, here, at Post 1700. Friday Night dinners continue throughout April 

with Beer Battered Fish on the menu up to & including Good Friday and then the various 

chefs will tempt our palates. Come visit our Post to see what “happenings” are occurring 

during April and May. 

       For God and Country, Marie Williams 

 

  

 



  The First Sadie Hawkins Day party was held at American Legion Post 1700 on 

Saturday Feb 26, 2011.  Everyone brought a dish to pass and the food, tomato salad, 

holupki stew, beef and beans, BBQ chicken breast, mini hotdogs and baked beans and 

yes dirt cake were on the menu.  Shuffle board, Wii bowling and trivia were played. In 

addition, there was great music and even a viewing of the movie Li’l Abner.   All who 

attended had a great time and are hoping to have the party again next year.   

A  Spring Fling Trivia Thing is something we are trying to get together for the near 

future, tentative April 30
th

, more details to follow. 

If anyone has other suggestions of things/events they might like to see, please let me 

know.  You can leave me a message the Post or email me at daroehm@aol.com 

 Thanks to all you participated in the planning and execution of the Sadie Hawkins 

Day Party.  It was a great time. 

  Debbie Roehm – 3
rd

 Vice Commander and VP Board of Directors 

 
         

     “House happenings April ~ May 

Spring Trivia Thing ~ 30 April at 4 pm ~ Bring a dish to pass! 

We will have Trivia games, Shuffle Board, and WII Bowling. 

Pitch Tournaments ~ 17 April at 1 PM 

  
Kentucky Derby Party May 7, 2011 at 2 p.m. Big Hat contest for 

those interested, Mint Juleps, 
Bring an appetizer to pass. 

 
                   

   Armed Services Day ~ May 21, 2011 

             
      
Tri-Cities Pilots invite all Veterans for complimentary "Liberty Dogs" (hot dogs), soft 

drinks, coffee and cake 21 May, 2011 Armed Forces Day. This celebration of Veterans 

will be at the Pilots Building at Tri-Cities Airport, Endicott, NY from 11am-1pm. 

Follow the road to the airport and turn left at the circle in front of the gate. Hope to see 

you all there! 

       Post 1700 Legionnaire, Ronald Feher, LTC AF, Ret 

mailto:daroehm@aol.com


 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 

George F. Johnson Post 1700 Family Fundraiser to benefit the Legion, 

Auxiliary & SAL Programs  

$10.00 for a chance of winning 

 1
st
 Prize$1500.00 

 2
nd

 Prize $1000.00 

3
rd

 & 4
th

 Prize at $250.00 each 
  Return this Ticket & $10.00 to 

 GFJ Post 1700 - 305 Maple St, W. Endicott, NY 13760 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Benefit Programs of American Legion Post 1700  

Legion ~ Auxiliary ~ SAL 

 1
st
 Prize $1500.00 2

nd
 Prize $1000.00  3

rd
 & 4

th
 $250.00 each 

Drawing 1 May 2011at 8 PM at Post 1700 

$10.00 Donation for ticket 

Name__________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________ 

Phone Number __________________________________ 

We reserve the right to return your money if less than 

 300 tickets are sold! 

  

    

        National Veterans Assistance Day    
             May 21, 2011 

       Sons of the American Legion, Squad 1700 

Would like to say thank you to all of our Post 1700 Veterans… 

By providing them with a FREE Spaghetti Dinner on  

May 21, 2011 from 1 – 4pm 

 



             

 APRIL 2011 

  1 Fish & Piroghi Dinner 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

  3 Pancake Breakfast 8 -11:30 am 

  5 Post 1700 & Auxiliary Meeting 7 pm    

  8 Fish / Mac & Cheese Dinner   5:30-7:30 pm 

11       Broome Cty Mtg – Post 1254 -1 Grace St, BNG   

12 SAL Squad 1700 Mtg 7 PM  

14  Board of Directors Mtg – 6:30 PM  

15       Fish & Piroghi Dinner 5:30-7:30 pm / Music with *Johnny Stars* 

22  Good Friday – Fish / Mac & Cheese Dinner 5:30 -7:30 pm 

24  Easter Sunday 

29       Chicken & Biscuits 5:30 – 7:30 pm /* Johnny Stars* 

 

Deadline for the “Auxiliary” Scholarship is  
April 15

th
.  Applications are in the Union Endicott Guidance 

Office or contact Pat VanWezenbeeck at 748-0621 

 MAY 2011 
  1   Pancake Breakfast & Bake Sale   8 - 11:30 AM 

  3 Post 1700 & Auxiliary Mtg – 7 PM   Installation of Officers  

  8 Happy Mother’s Day 

  9       Broome County Mtg - Post 1194, Hillcrest 

10 SAL Squad 1700 Mtg – 7 pm 

12   Bd of Directors Mtg - 6:30 PM  

13       *Johnny Stars* 

14  Spring Cleanup 0900 - till done (Food for Workers) 

 20-22   International Goodwill Days ~ 60
th

 Anniversary – Alex Bay, NY 

 21       SAL’s Veterans Assistance Day Spaghetti/Meatball Dinner 1-4 pm 

 30  Memorial Day Parade – 10:30 – Down Washington Avenue 

 30 Memorial Day Service – 11 AM – Endicott Veterans Memorial Park 

   

 

 

Sneak preview for June 2011 

Post &Auxiliary Meeting on 7June @ 7 pm 

3 June 5:30-7:30 Grillin’ on the Deck ~ Pig Roast June 11, 2011 

June 10 + 24, 2011   Music by Johnny Stars 

 



 
 

The ebenefits portal at wwwebenefits.va.gov is an online 

resource that Veterans can us to find and manage benefits-related information. If you 

qualify as a Premium ebenefits user, you can apply for benefits download your DD-214; 

check the status of claims and more.  Ebenefits is a service of the Department of 

Veterans Affairs and the Department of Defense. 
In addition to using ebenefits to download you DD214, you can view the status of you 

compensation and pension claims and monitor your claim payment history. You can 

determine your eligibility for VA home benefits. 

For help registering, call the toll-free ebenefits customer support line at  

 1-800-983-0937 Monday through Friday from 8AM – 8 PM 
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