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Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have died in our 

nation's service. There are many stories as to its actual beginnings, with over two dozen cities and towns 

laying claim to being the birthplace of Memorial Day. There is also evidence that organized women's groups 

in the South were decorating graves before the end of the Civil War: a hymn published in 1867, "Kneel 

Where Our Loves are Sleeping" by Nella L. Sweet carried the dedication "To The Ladies of the South who 

are Decorating the Graves of the Confederate Dead" (Source: Duke University's Historic American Sheet 

Music, 1850-1920). While Waterloo N.Y. was officially declared the birthplace of Memorial Day by President 

Lyndon Johnson in May 1966, it's difficult to prove conclusively the origins of the day. It is more likely that 

it had many separate beginnings; each of those towns and every planned or spontaneous gathering of people 

to honor the war dead in the 1860's tapped into the general human need to honor our dead, each contributed 

honorably to the growing movement that culminated in Gen Logan giving his official proclamation in 1868. 

It is not important who was the very first, what is important is that Memorial Day was established. Memorial 

Day is not about division. It is about reconciliation; it is about coming together to honor those who gave their 

all.  To help re-educate and remind Americans of the true meaning of Memorial Day, the "National Moment 

of Remembrance" resolution was passed on Dec 2000 which asks that at 3 p.m. local time, for all Americans 

"To voluntarily and informally observe in their own way a Moment of Remembrance and Respect, pausing 

from whatever they are doing for a moment of silence or listening to 'Taps."  
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Greetings Legion Family members,  
Lenten Fish Dinners have started again on Friday night.  Judging by the amount of dinners served on the first night we’re 
doing well on our annual event.  Thanks everyone who has pitched in to make it a great success. 

Last chance for nominations for the 2014-2015 Legion Officers will be on April 1st.  To accept, one must either 
be present or have a written note to accept!  Those who were nominated and accepted thus far are the following: 
Commander: Robert Wood, 2nd Vice Cmdr: Ron Reece, Historian: Joe Irons, Chaplain: Barbara Beebe, Sgt at Arms: 
Jerry Robinson.  That leaves open positions for 1st Vice Cmdr, 3rd Vice Cmdr and Treasurer.  If you want to help out your 
Post, come to the meeting and make you known.  Tuesday, May 6th will be Election Day for Post Officers from 2:00 to 
7:00 PM.  Also there will be an amendment to the Post By-Laws of extending the term of office for Post Officers from 
one to two years.  In order to vote, each Legion member must show their current 2014 Membership Card to the 
Election Committee member manning the ballot box. 
 It’s also that time again for Boy’s State Chairman David Jensen to find candidates from Maine Endwell and 
Union Endicott High Schools to attend the weeklong conference at SUNY Morrisville at the end of June. 
Scholarship Chairman Jim Davis and Debbie Roehm will interview candidates at both high schools for two $250.00 
“Bruce A. Beebe Memorial Scholarships” 

We will be looking for Candidates for this year’s Veteran of Distinction to be held at Broome County Office 
Building. Last year’s recipient was Frank George. If you have an idea of whom to nominate please contact me ASAP. 

To all our Legion Family members, who celebrate Easter, I hope that you all will have a nice Easter Sunday.   
Life Line Screening will be at the Post on April 30th for a fee you can possibly save a life, maybe even your own. 
Information posters will be on the bulletin board when we get them. 

Our annual Post Clean-Up Day will be on Saturday, May 10th. Things will start about 9 AM and continue until 
we finish.  Hotdogs and hamburgers on the grill will be provided for the workers.  The more people who pitch in the 
sooner we’ll get the chores done.  There will be a list of what needs to be done that day. 
Memorial Day will be Monday, May 26th; our annual Memorial Ceremonies will start at our Post, then at George F. 
Johnson Memorial Park on Mills St., then at Union Center Memorial Monument.  The Endicott Parade will start at 
10:30 on Washington Ave and end at the Endicott Veterans Memorial on E. Main St. 

For God and Country, Commander Bob Wood 

NEWS FROM SQUAD 1700 

 

From the long winter to hopes of spring!  We know that spring will come and hope that it is here by 

“Post Spring Cleanup Day” which is Saturday, May 10th.  I am personally hoping to see a  contingent of S.A.L. 

members there to at least assist for part of the day.  

We have a beautiful Post that we should be proud of but it does not come without the support of the 

Legion Family. Again this year the SAL will be offering Wings and Pizza to all Post 1700 Veterans on National 

Veterans Assistance Day which this year is on Saturday, May17th from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM. 

We, Squad 1700, are going to be doing 3 “Meat Bundle Raffles” again this year. The first being for 

Memorial Day weekend; tickets are $5 each to win a variety of specialty meats...Steaks, Spiedies, Sausage, etc. 

(over a $140 value). Tickets can be purchased from any SAL officer or from the bartenders at the Post. 

Thanking you in advance for your support! The election of new officers for the SAL will be held at the 

monthly meeting on May 13th. Any member interested in becoming an officer of the SAL or just interested in 

becoming more active in the SAL is welcome to join in at the meeting.  Ask yourself,” Why you joined the SAL 

and how you can become more involved in serving our Veterans, their families, and participating in the many 

activities of the SAL.” 

  
God Bless our Troops! 

Yours for the Sons, 

John Van Wezenbeeck 

 

 

 

  



 

 In Memoriam … 

Ralph Iannone, George Kondrach, Roger E. Lillie  

Receive O Father, the souls of our comrades Ralph, George & Roger, departed, and grant 

them an entrance into Your heavenly kingdom, where they may know the joy of everlasting 

life according to the promise of our savoir Jesus Christ, Amen . 

 
 

Remembering Robert Guilfoyle 

 

 In our last Poster, the passing of Robert Guilfoyle was inadvertently overshadowed by the passing of Richard 

Pedro, Dept. of NY Adjutant.  I would like to add a few of Bob’s notable achievements. 

Bobby was a Past Commander, Finance Officer, fellow Honor Guard member and Chaplain for many years, 

right up to his illness. He was a dedicated Legionnaire. Newer Post members might not know or remember the 

stepping stones of our Post 1700 officers who were part of what we are today.  Bobby was also on the 

committee to create the beautiful WW II Monument on Main St. in Endicott.  Other Post 1700 officers who 

contributed were Jimmy Benson (who died two weeks after Bob), John Scales and Marty Dardis who 

masterminded the project and through his Washington connection (otherwise unobtainable) researched each 

record of deceased veterans remembered on the markers. Many other members also contributed and Post 1700 

was the largest documented financial contributor to the Memorial. 

 Bobby, on a lighter side, was a lifelong friend starting in Our Lady of Good Council’s first communion class in 

1942.  He had a great sense of humor and always had a joke or story to tell.  Bobby was also a contributor to 

other local charities. 

 If we can’t recall our past, how can we build a better future.  Without our current and past officers and diligent 

volunteers, it’s very easy to predict the ultimate future. Many are asked, but few respond. 

I am fortunate to have known all but a few of our Past Commanders, and have some wonderful memories. 

         Lest We Forget, 

Ed Cunningham, Past Commander 

 

 

 

 

POSTER NEWS – FYI > Think ahead of time ~ June - July Newsletter ~ Start sending 

your “news” on 15 May ~   Convention time is coming in June & July 

 

  Sooo, please send your news to me to my e-mail address bbeebe3@stny.rr.com  
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Dear Friends, 

Besides being the largest veteran organization in the world we also support children and youth programs.  

Believe it or not, spring is around the corner and it’s time to start thinking of baseball.  Our American Legion 

Family is proud to sponsor this year’s Post 1700 Legion Baseball team. 

We need your support to purchase equipment, insurance and pay for related expenses for our team.  Your 

donation is tax deductable, since we are a 501C-3 charitable organization.  If you decide to help us out, your 

name will be posted on our Legion Baseball website page (http://gfjpost1700.org/index.php?id=22) as a 

proud sponsor of Post 1700 Legion Baseball.  Any generous contribution to achieve our goal will be greatly 

appreciated. 

Any questions, please contact Commander Bob Wood at commander@gfjpost1700.org 

 

 
 

Thank you for your support of $ __________.00 

Please make all checks payable to Post 1700 Baseball 

George F. Johnson    Do you want your name on our website as a 

sponsor? 

American Legion Post 1700    Yes ______  No ______ 

305 Maple St., Endicott, NY 13760 

 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:  ________________________________________________  State:  _________  Zip:  ____________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

___________ 
 
 

 

The Junior Shooting Team for Post 1700 ended the season with a Second Place finish, against 14 teams 

Statewide. They took Second Place at the New York State American Legion Junior Shooting Sports State 

Championship, held February 15
th

 and 16
th

, at the American Legion Post in Cicero, New York. Many of the 

shooters won CMP pins and medals for their performance at the Match. Also, some of the kids received their 

medals for their performance in the U.S. Army National Championship Regional qualifier, which was held in  

Binghamton on November 23
rd

  and 24
th

. The younger kids are preparing for their BB Gun State 

Championship Match , which will be held in Binghamton in April                      Robert Jensen 
 
 

http://gfjpost1700.org/index.php?id=22
mailto:commander@gfjpost1700.org


 Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary, 

 Spring has finally arrived.  After the long cold winter we have had what a beautiful sight is it to see little 

green flower stems coming up out of the ground. 

 April begins with our meeting on the 1
st
 at 7pm.  We have our third call for nominations of officers 

and elections.  To date our slate of officers is as follows:  President- Marie Williams, 1
st
 Vice President- Sandy 

Denmon, 2
nd

 Vice President- Sandy Potter, Secretary- Jackie Reece, Treasurer- Maggie Gagliardi, Chaplain- 

Marion Koffel and Historians- Pat Vandermark and Carrie Roth.  At this meeting we will also draw 3 winners 

of our Cancer and Community Raffle.   

 April’s Pancake Breakfast happens on Sunday, the 6
th

 from 8-11am.  Come and enjoy the wonderful 

breakfast.The Auxiliary will be hosting an Easter Egg Hunt at the Post on Saturday, April 12
th

 from 1-3pm.  

Please sign up boys and girls to age 10—signups will be at the Post until April 8
th

. 
 I hope many of our members have been coming to the Friday night Fish dinners- they will continue until 

April 18
th

.  May’s Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale will be on Sunday the 4
th

 from 8-11am.   Auxiliary 

members, please bring in baked goods to the Post on Saturday the 3rd. 

Our scheduled meeting in May is on Tuesday the 6th at 7pm.  We will have installation of officers at this 

meeting.  Memorial Day brings many of our members together to honor our veterans who served our country 

and gave their lives for our country.  I hope to see many of our members at the parade in Endicott on Monday, 

May 26t
h
.  In December last year one of our long time members, Bobbie Rohde passed away.  The Auxiliary 

also recently learned that June Vlasak passed away in October of 2013.  Our condolences go out to their 

families and friends. 

 Enjoy the wonderful spring season and all the beauty that it brings.  

For God and Country, 

Marie Williams 

 

 

Pancake Breakfast – April 6
th

  and May 4
th

 8-11 
Come join us 

Pitch tournament – April 6
th

 at 1 p.m. Call to sign up  

607-785-1700.  This will be the Last one till September! 
 



 

 

                                     
April 2014 
1    April Fool’s Day & Post 1700 & Auxiliary Meeting @ 7 pm 

2    ALR  Mtg 7:00 pm 

3    OVV Mtg 6:30 pm 

4     Lenten Fish Dinner  5:30 pm 

 6 Pancake Breakfast   8-11 am 

 7 Pasta Dinner (All you can Eat)  5:00 pm 

 8  SAL Squad Mtg  7 :00 pm 

10 Board of Directors Mtg  6:30 pm 

 SUB VETS Mtg 7:00 pm 

11  Lenten Fish Dinner  5:30 pm 

12 Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 1:00-3:00 pm 

14 Broome Cty Mtg Post 1254  7:00 pm 

17 VVA & AVVA Mtg 7:00 pm 

18             Lenten Fish Dinner 5:30 pm 

20  Easter Sunday 

30  Life Line Screening    Appointments needed! 

   

 
           

   **Please note ~ ~Activities are SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT TIMELY NOTICE! 

Always check the Post Board for any up to date changes! 

 

                 Memorial Day             

 May 2013 

1 OVV Mtg 6:30 pm 

4           Pancake Breakfast 8-11 am   / ALR – MEET & GREET  12:00 pm 

5           Pasta Dinner (All you can Eat)  5:00 pm 

6  Legion & Auxiliary Mtg 7:00 pm 

7 ALR Mtg 7:00pm 

10 POST “CLEAN-UP” DAY 9:00 am 

11  Mother’s Day 
12         Broome County Mtg- Post 1194 - Hillcrest  7:00 pm

   
   

13         SAL Mtg 7:00 pm 

15  Board of Directors Mtg 6:30 pm      

VVA & AVVA Mtg 7:00 pm 

17  SAL Veterans Appreciation Day >Armed Forces Day 1:00 pm 

23         SAL Meat Bundle Raffle Drawing 6:00 pm 

26 Memorial Day Parade 10:30 am / Service at Endicott Veterans Monument  11:00 am 

  

 

 



    

 

                                

  

Bill Hughes, Director Post 1700 American Legion Riders  

 
 The Post 1700 Legion Riders are gearing up and ready for warm weather! At our March 5th meeting we had several 
visitors and have applications in for some new members. The Legion Riders were well represented at the Broome 
County Legion membership drive at the Oakdale Mall on February 22nd and 23rd. A big thank you to those who came out 
and manned the tables helping to spread the word about the Legion and our mission.   
  We have several events planned in the upcoming months. April 12th is the Twin Tiers Honor Flight out of the 
Binghamton Airport. We anticipate being there for a nice sendoff to those veterans attending. We also have a fund-
raiser planned at the Vestal Sam's Club. The tentative date is April 26th but we are waiting confirmation of that. Then on 
May 4th we have a meet- and-greet scheduled at the Legion, open to any and all who want to stop by and visit. June 7th is 
our annual Poker Run, our first scheduled ride for the year.   
 As weather warms up we are anxious to get out and ride and meet new friends and catch up with some old 
ones. It is a privilege and honor to represent such an organization as this while we do what we love. 
Respectfully submitted,                                               Dave Holden (Preacher), Director Post 1700 American Legion Riders 

 

 

 
 

 

Connecting the visual image of the Poppy with the sacrifice of service made by our 

veterans has been an important goal of the American Legion Auxiliary Poppy Program since its inception in 

1921. On Memorial Day and Veterans Day, millions of red crepe paper poppies—all handmade by veterans are 

distributed across the country in exchange for donations that go directly to assist disabled and hospitalized 

veterans in our communities. The Poppy Program raises Community awareness and respect for our veterans by 

educating Auxiliary members and the public about the symbol of the Poppy, taken from a line in the poem “In 

Flanders Fields” written on the battlefront during World War I by Lt. Col. John McCrae, M.D 

 

 The financial benefit realized by our nation’s veterans as a result of Poppy distribution is huge; nearly 

3.5 million poppies were distributed by units last year, raising $2.1 million. Children are involved in spreading 

the poppy message, too. Poppy Poster Contests are held in local schools for students in grades 2 to 12. The Miss 

Poppy Contest is a fun event for Junior Auxiliary members who develop local programs to promote the 

Auxiliary memorial poppy. Meeting the continuing needs of our veterans should be the concern of every 

American who values his or her freedom. The Auxiliary promotes the poppy as a symbol of the sacrifices our 

military have made, a symbol to open people’s hearts and inspire them to donate. Ray & Barbara Beebe from 

Post 1700 have been making these Poppies for many years by the thousands. So when the Poppy Canister is 

placed on our bar at the Post Lounge please donate a $ or two for this great cause! 

 

 

           



 

 

 

 
 

 POST 1700 

 

COLOR / HONOR GUARD 
 

I, certainly thank our Past “GFJ Post 1700 Color Guardsmen” Generation for their 

many years of unending Devotion and Honorable Service and Sacrifice!  In these past couple 

years very few of them are still able to march in our Memorial & or Veterans Day Parades and 

or Post Colors. We are in desperate need of new Color/Honor Guardsmen or women because 

even those few are getting up in age & not in the best of health! The last two years neither Post 

82, 89 nor 1700 had enough Color Guards to march in these Patriotic Parades.  NO more 

Color/Honor Guards???  Is that what our future hold for us here at POST1700?  No more 

participation in our local Memorial/Veterans Day Parades? When was the last time we marched 

as a whole in a Parade either here in Endicott or Broome County and or even Department 

levels?  

  Years ago, we received many praises of our accomplishments – including plaques, 

certificates, and trophies for our appearance and performance on Department (State), District, 

County, and Post Levels – in addition to personal compliments from Commanders and 

Legionnaires on every level. Due to age and health situations, we are in need of new 

Color/Honor Guard members. Being a willing Legionnaire is our only requirement.  

 For those of whom, who  are no longer taking part of the Color/Honor Guard Please 

return the GFJ Color Guard Uniform and in that way these Uniforms are not tucked away in 

somebody’s closet but then we can  outfit any new members to our GFJ Post 1 700 

Color/Honor Guards!  If interested leave a note at the Post in this regards to the ATTENTION: 

Charles Duvall - POST 1700 COLOR/HONOR GUARD  

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

George F. Johnson Post 170 
305 Maple Street  
West Endicott, NY 13760 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow, 

Between the crosses, row by row, that mark our place, and in the sky 

the larks, still bravely singing fly. Scarce heard amid the guns below 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw the sunset glow. Loved, and were loved and now we  

lie in Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe; to you from failing hands we throw the torch 

Be yours to hold it high 

If ye break faith with us who die; we shall not sleep, though poppies grow in 

Flanders fields. 

 

Lt. Col John McCrae 
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