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August - September 2011
Hello Legion family,

| hope you’re enjoying your summertime!

The American Legion Department of NY Convention was held on July 14-16 in
Binghamton and with that being said; we had placed in the Convention Packets a flyer to
invite the Delegates and Alternates to visit Post 1700 for our special Thursday night
“Grilling on the Deck”. Approximately 15-20 Delegates of Legionnaires, Auxiliary
members and the SAL came over and were thankful for the invite and enjoyed of our
hospitality. At the convention, | spoke with delegates across the state, from Buffalo,
Rochester and New York City and they all said,” I've been to your Post before and
that you are the friendliest Post I've ever been to!” You, our members, all make our Post
the way it is. Thank you all.

August 28™ will be our Post Family Picnic, please plan on attending. Last year, |
believe, we had the largest turn out ever. September 6™ at 7pm will be our next Legion
mtg. September 16™ we will have a ceremony at our POW/MIA Monument. We will
honor our POW's from throughout Broome County starting at 6PM. Our own, Frank
George will receive the Silver Legion Valor Medal, as a POW during WWII.
Legionnaires from our local area will also be honored, Please plan on attending to honor
our POW's. October 15", from 9AM-5PM we will host a Health Fair at our Post for
Veterans and Active Duty personnel and their families. Please plan on attending.

God Bless you all, Cmdr Joe.
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Squaredeal Homeowners Association
Bd of Directors

We have had some great weather recently and | hope everyone is enjoying the
summer. Here is an update on some of our events:

After the last Post breakfast, we ended up with enough money to pay off our
loan on the memorial. The Post, Auxiliary and Sons always split the money from the
breakfast sales and all decided it should go to pay off the loan. That has been done.
The Pig Roast on June 11 was a huge success, thanks to the generosity and hard work of
a few people. There was a good turnout and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.
$1,369 was raised for the pavilion roof. We still have a ways to go to get that repaired.
The Open House on May 22 was not a success. As | said in the last news letter, we had 1
response out of 95 invitations. The hall was filled with information about the American
Legion and our Post. Only that one person showed up with his wife. We can say we
tried and | thank those that were there to help.

On Saturday, July 2, our Post was one the stops on a motorcycle ride called
American Pride Ride. There were about 60 motorcycles. $1,400 was raised for The
Children of Fallen Soldiers Relief Fund. It was a great ride. On July 23, we are one of the
stops on a motorcycle ride put on by Hillcrest Post 1194. The ride is for CHOW, to fight
hunger. There is a barrel at our post we are trying to fill. | ride with the American
Legion Riders and the Patriot Guard and have discovered a high amount of patriotism
and generous hearts among those people who ride motorcycles.

The air conditioner in the Hall has been replaced and is working well.

Grillin’ on the Deck is doing well. Hat’s off to those volunteers that have been coming in
to do the cooking and waitressing. We also appreciate all our members who come to
the post to eat, summer and winter. Good food, right priced and your purchases help
support the Post.

Watch the calendar for the family picnic coming up in August. | hope to see a lot
of you there. Remember our website at gfijpost1700.org and when you at the Post check
the display monitor for our activities.

Regards, Gary King, President, Square Deal Homeowners Association.

19 June 2011 Joseph Walsh United States Air Force
21 June 2011 Richard Rathbun United States Army

Receive, O Father the souls of Joseph & Richard departed and grant them an
entrance into your heavenly kingdom, where they may know the joy of everlasting
life according to the promise of our savior Jesus Christ.
Eternal God, We call upon You for all who morn for the loss of those near and dear
to them. Be to those in sorrow a strong support in their loneliness and a comforter
in their time of grief. Be ever near them, draw them into closer fellowship with You,
and grant them sure trust and confidence in Your heavenly care. Amen
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Chaplain’s note...17 Sept 2011 is “Citizenship Day”

I’1l bet no one knew that one — I didn’t either; I just found it in my American Legion
Chaplain’s book! Here’s what it says:

Our purpose to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the Community, State and
Nation sets us apart as men & women of service. Service should be the keynote of every
member of the American Legion. It means being an example of honest, faithful and
diligent service to the whole community, not just our own family, church, or synagogue
or Post, but to all. None of us can do everything, but all of us can be of service. We can
start with strengthening ourselves as individuals morally, spiritually, mentally &
physically. Citizenship imposes responsibility. Pres Kennedy stated this well when he
said, “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your
country.” As a citizen, every Legionnaire should provide an example of integrity self
sacrifice and hard work.” Barbara J Beebe, Chaplain

Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary,

| hope that everyone has been enjoying the summer and is ready to start the
coming Auxiliary year. My thanks to Vickie Mauro and everyone who volunteered their
time during May to successfully promote our Poppies.

As you know our Auxiliary has a scholarship fund set through the benevolence of
one of our former members, Sara Wren. Our 2011 Scholarship recipients were: Elizabeth
Dickinson, Wendy Burgess, Samantha Burnett and Evan Roehm. Congratulations to all
and much luck in their future endeavors.

The 2011-2012 membership year is now starting. | encourage all members to
send in their renewals to: George F. Johnson American Legion Unit 1700,

305 Maple St., Endicott, NY 13760 ~ Attn: Sandy Denmon
We are always looking for new members; any questions you might have regarding
membership can be directed to Sandy.

Our Auxiliary has adopted Matt Warrick and his Unit who are deployed in
Afghanistan. We are looking to send out monthly packages to them with items that they
can use while they are away from the comforts of home. More details will be forthcoming
- look in the Post for details.

Looking forward to the fall months — our Pancake Breakfasts will begin in
October and continue through May, 2012. They are held the first Sunday of the month
from 8 -11am. We are always looking for volunteers to help out - please contact Maggie
Gagliardi (748 - 9974) if you can help out on any of these Sunday mornings.

We will again be having a Halloween Happening in October for the children -
look for more details in the Post as October approaches.

Our next meeting will be held on Tues, Sept 6™ at 7pm. | hope to see many of our
members there - new faces are always a wonderful thing.

For God and Country, Marie Williams, Unit Pres



News from Squad 1700

News from the Squadron

First of all I hope all are having a safe and enjoyable summer. I’d like to thank all

that have supported our ‘Meat Bundle’ raffles so far and do want to remind you that our
Labor Day Meat Bundle tickets are now on sale at the Post with the drawing to be held on
Friday, September 2nd, 2011 at 6:00 PM. Remember only 100 tickets are being sold and
they are only $5.

I would like to thank Gary Robinson, for not only his serving as Squadron
Commander last year, but also for all he does in support of the Post and Post activities. |
look forward to representing the Squadron this year and hope with the support of my
officers that we are able to build on the strong base that has already been
established. With that being said | do want to challenge and invite all SAL members to
become more involved, not only with the SAL, but also with supporting the many and
varied Post activities and fund-raisers.

As part of the 93rd NYS American Legion Convention in Binghamton, the Sons
of The American Legion Detachment of New York Child Welfare Foundation Golf
Tournament was held on July 13th. Participating from the Post 1700 family were Gary
and Sandy Denmon, Pat VanWezenbeeck and myself, Debbie Roehm, and Bob
Siglin. Approximately $2000 dollars was raised for Child Welfare Foundation.

There is always the need for volunteers to work the breakfast, dinners, and other
special events. Also, there are other events such as the Legion Family Picnic on Sunday,
August 28th, 2011. There will be other opportunities to participate in ‘fun’ activities
such as the Pitch Tournaments, Shuffleboard League, to name a few. We have a
beautiful and well maintained Post that should be supported proudly.

Next meeting is Tuesday, September 13th, 2011 at 7:00 PM.
God Bless our Troops!
John Van Wezenbeeck, Commander Squadron 1700

2011 Department of New York 2012

)FAMILY
MmO @
American Legion ~ Commander W. Michael Bowen

American Legion Auxiliary ~ President Ann Greer
Detachment of New York SAL ~ Commander Dr. Greg K. Gibbs

Congratulations and have a great year!



GFJ POST 1700 FAMILY PICNIC ~ August28™ ~ 1-5 PM
FREE TO POST MEMBERS ~ Legion, Auxiliary & SAL
GUESTS ~ $5 PER PERSON

FOOD / FUN/ FRIENDS ~ BEER / SODA / WINE / WATER
CHINESE AUCTION /50/50 RAFFLES

SIGN UP FOR ADISH TO PASS & VOLUNTEERING AT POST 1700

Entertainment by Johnny * Stars*
50/50 ~ every hour plus a Chinese Auction

Mini Golf Tournament ~ Sept 10" ~ 2PM @ Tull’s on the corner of 38B and Rt. 26 We
will meet at the post and travel from there. Cost is $5.per person it includes golf and
“banquet” after back at the post. Signup sheets at the club for those interested.

Pitch Tournament ~ September 18™ 1PM. at the post Cost is $20 per team. Limited to
20 teams on a first come basis. Sign up and pay at the post. Call Pat VanWezenbeeck at
748-0621 with questions.

Shuffleboard League ~ Starting Wed. Sept 28". No prior experience required. Must be
willing to laugh and have fun. There is no cost involved in this. Signup sheets will be
by the shuffle board table.




August 2011

5 Grillin on the DECK 5:30 -7:30p

8 Broome Ct Org Mtg ~ Post 1194 — 6pm

11 Bd of Directors Mtg 6:30 pm

12  Grillin on the DECK 5:30-7:30pm /*Johnny Stars*

19  Grillin on the DECK —5:30 -7:30pm

26  Grilling on the DECK 5:30 -7:30 pm/ *Johnny Stars*

26 Aug 26 — Sept 1 ~ A L National Convention Minneapolis, MN

New York’s Fang Wong for Commander!
< | puw ]
Scwool! X, e
e wor ros Let us remember

September 2011

2 VJDay - 1945 — 66 years Anniversary Day

2  Grillin on the DECK 5:30 — 7:30pm

5 LABOR DAY

6 Legion & Auxiliary Mtg 7 pm

8  Grillin on the DECK 5:30-7:30 pm
11  Broome County Mtg ~ Place & TX ~ TBA
15 Bd of Directors Mtg - 6:30 PM
16  Grillin on the DECK 5:30-7:30pm /Johnny *Stars*
16 POW/MIA REMBERANCE DAY CEREMONY 6 pm
17  Citizenship Day
23 Grillin on the DECK 5:30 — 7:30 pm
30  Grillin on the DECK — 5:30- 7:30 pm/Johnny Stars



News from the editor,

Just a word or two, regarding our convention held last week at the Broome County
Veterans Arena held during July 14-16.0n our last day, Adjutant Richard Pedro once
again reminded the remaining members on the last day of Convention that the
American Legion — DOES NOT CHARTER BARS BUT THAT IT DOES
CHARTER POSTS! So to remind all of our Legionnaires, the Auxiliary & the SAL
members in just who we are.... We are an organization to:

“To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of
America; To maintain law and order; To foster and perpetuate a one
hundred percent Americanism; To preserve the memories and incidents
of our associations in the Great Wars; To inculcate a sense of individual
obligation to the community, state and nation; To combat the autocracy
of both the classes and the masses; To make right the master of might;
To promote peace and goodwill on earth; To safeguard and transmit to
posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; To consecrate
and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.”

And in doing all this; we do have Programs and Programs need PEOPLE or
how else do we keep these programs working? Not in name only but to get
out there and practice these programs. In all my years of being the Editor,

| would say, “We need to get out there for the Community, State &
Nation.” How, you may ask? The answer is Scholarships, Oratorical,
Boys/Girls State, those students are in the in the schools UEHS &MEHS.
VA Homes >both Bath & Oxford are our Veterans. Christmas trip to these
home occur every Dec, we need volunteers to go with us too. We have an
Armory within miles of our Post — 204"™ Combat Battalion — Binghamton;
they come & go on deployments. We need to either wish them a safe return
or welcome them home! Come to our 1% Post meeting on 6 Sept at
1900hrs and find out more and come to the County Meetings and see
what we, Broome Cty, is doing too. Listings are in the calendar as to
where & when. BJ Beebe, Editor



Membership Cards are in - a good time to renew!

Don’t wait for the Early Bird Dinner ~ let’s start in getting a 100% for
2011-2012 ~ as of 1 July 2011, our GFJ Post 1700 was at 97.03% for
2010 -2011.

Broome County was 37" out of 63 Counties here in New York State and in
the 6" District having 10 counties, we, Broome County are at 6" place in
membership, 5™ Place in Broome County. As American Legion GFJ Post
1700, we have 425 members — only needed 13 to make 100%. Let’s try hard

to get new members for 2011-2012!
Barbara J. Beebe, 1% Vice Cmdr / 6™ Dist Membership Chr
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