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Congress has set aside the THIRD FRIDAY of September in each year as National POW/MIA Recognition Day.  

It is a time to remember those who never came home.  Congress has further recognized the POW/MIA flag of 

the National League of Families as the official flag to represent our missing soldiers.  This flag is to be flown 

over: the Capitol and the White House in Washington, DC, the Korean War and Vietnam Veterans War 

Memorials, every National cemetery, any building containing the official offices of the Secretary of 

State, the offices of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, the offices of the Director of the Selective 

Service System, every major Military Installation, every VA Medical Center, and every Post Office. 

Only one flag besides the Stars and Stripes that represents the United States has ever flown over the White 

House in Washington, DC.   Only one flag is ever displayed in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda.  That flag is not one 

that represents an individual state, branch of service, or other select group.   It is the POW/MIA (Prisoners of 

War/Missing In Action) Flag that calls to mind the sacrifice and plight of those Americans who have sacrificed 

their own freedom, to preserve liberty for all of us.  Its presence serves to remind us that, while we enjoy the 

privileges of freedom, somewhere there are soldiers who have not been accounted for and may, in fact, be 

held against their will by the enemies of Freedom. LET US REMEMBER! 

 GFJ Post 1700 POW/MIA Remembrance Day Service will commence at 6:00PM 
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   A word from our Post Commander, 
 Hope all are enjoying your summer.  The Post hosted two motorcycle extravaganzas; our own American 

Legion Riders had a Poker Run with music and food at the end of their Run.  Also, we had the 2nd American 

Pride Ride whose proceeds benefited children of fallen soldiers, great job to everyone (especially Sean and 

Mike) who helped make the day a success. Ray and Barb Beebe and I will be attending the Department 

Convention in Rochester, where Barb will be officially sworn in as Sixth District Commander; Ray Nabinger 

will be a Vice Commander and Ray Beebe as Historian. Thank you Grillmaster, Ron Reece, and all the people 

who made Grillin on the Deck a fun night to attend.  Our Post is supported mainly by the Bell Jar (Pull Tabs) 

and Queen of Hearts from those who participate.  Our funds are getting low because of the many items in the 

building are being fixed or replaced, such as the Pavilion roof replacement, two air conditioner systems 

replacements, refrigerator in the lower kitchen replaced and now replacing the boiler before winter sets in.  So 

the next time you're at the Post, spend a couple of dollars on the Pull Tabs, you'll be doing your part to help out 

the Post and maybe help yourself out with some winnings!  

 Remember to put on your calendar, Family Picnic on August 26th, and the next Legion meeting on 

September 4th, POW/MIA Remembrance Day Ceremony, September 21st  6:00 PM. 
        For God &Country, Robert F. Wood, Post Commander 

 

    Prayers for the POWs  
 
O Lord God, some of our comrades and companions are Prisoners of War. Comfort them, we 

pray, in their isolation from their homes & loved ones, supply their needs and protect them from 

want and deprivation; strengthen and sustain them day after day that they may face 

discouragement with courage and hardship with resolution. Grant that they may find patience to 

endure and peace in knowledge of Your continuing presence. Most importantly, O Lord, we 

earnestly please for their early release and safe return. And grant to us the wisdom and the 

restraint to treat such prisoners as we may now detain in the manner in which we hope and pray 

our comrades are being held in foreign lands. This is our urgent plea, O Lord. Hear us and help 

us, we humbly beseech You, Amen 
 

10 June 2012, Walter Miller US Army WW11 ~ 13 June 2012, James E. 

Kane USMC Korea War ~ 19 June 2012, Michael J. Quartararo US Navy WW11 ~1 July 

2012, Leland H. Knowles US Army Air Force WW11,19 July 2012, Donald J. Bradley, US Navy 
   Receive, O Father, the souls of those mentioned here below who have departed 
and grant them an entrance into Your heavenly kingdom, where they may know the joy of 
everlasting life according to the promise of our savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.    
 Barbara J. Beebe, Chaplain 
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NEWS FROM SQUAD 1700 
  First of all I hope all are having a safe and enjoyable summer. Also, I‘d like to thank all who have supported our 
Meat Bundle Raffles so far, and, do want to remind you that our Labor Day Meat Bundle tickets are now on sale at the 
Post with the drawing to be held on Friday, August 31, 2012 at 6:00 PM. Remember only 100 tickets are being sold and 
they are only $5. I continue to challenge and invite all SAL members to become more involved, not only with the SAL, 
but also with supporting the many and varied Post activities and fund-raisers, including Friday Dinners, Sunday 
Breakfasts, and many others.  I also do want to thank all those that do volunteer in support of our Post.  
 I would like to congratulate the 2012 New York Boys State graduates: Michael Cheslock, Mark Matruski and 
Jacob Sells, all of Union-Endicott High School, and Jacob Zuber of Maine-Endwell. 
  In addition there are other events such as the Pete Cawley Memorial Gold Tournament at Pheasant Hill 
Country Club, Wednesday, August 15th and the Legion Family Picnic on Sunday, August 26th, 2012. There will also be 
other opportunities to participate in fun activities such as the Pitch Tournaments, Shuffleboard League, to name a few. 
  We have a beautiful and well maintained Post that should be supported proudly.   
If anyone wants to contact me for more information or anything else; you can leave a message at the Post or send an 
email to SAL@GFJPOST1700.ORG    Next meeting is Tuesday, September 11th, 2012 at 7:00 PM 
      God Bless our Troops! John Van Wezenbeeck, Commander Squadron 1700 

 
 
Squaredeal Homeowners Assoc. ~ Board of Directors 
   It’s been a great summer so far. There is some concern over the lack of rain but we have had a lot of 
sun and warm temperatures. I hope everyone is enjoying it. 
As in the past, I am happy to give recognition for those people who are stepping up to help around the Post. Special 
thanks to the OVV. They have volunteered to maintain the grounds around the post and they are doing a fantastic job. 
They are not only saving us money, they are doing a far better job than the people we have been paying in previous 
years;  a very heartfelt THANK YOU to the members of the OVV.  The Auxiliary purchased and planted the flowers and 
volunteers are keeping them watered every day. They look great.  Thank you, Auxiliary. Ed Fotusky has taken over the 
Kitchen Chair. That’s a big job. He also maintains the handicap equipment; another thank you.  
We have seen a lot of motorcycle activity. The Legion Riders held a poker run in June and my son, Sean, had his second 
annual American Pride Ride at our post this year.  There were 159 motorcycles and over 200 participants. $4100 was 
raised for “The Children of Fallen Soldiers”. Both activities brought a lot of business to the post and some new members. 
Many of our post members stepped up to help make both of these events successful. 
Here is something I mentioned last year, maybe a little late. The American Legion has started its membership renewal 
for 2013. We have 7 months until the end of January to get the renewals in. Please help us achieve 100% renewal prior 
to the end of January. That saves us time and trouble. After January your badge access is deactivated and your name is 
removed from our member listing. 
We are grillin’ on the deck two Friday’s a month and there is a golf outing and family picnic in August. Debbie Rohm has 
been hard at work organizing these.  Also the OVV is having a motorcycle poker run in August. Come to the post and be 
involved. Check the calendar at http://www.gfjpost1700.org/site/eventscalendar.php?y=2012&m=7 frequently for 
updates.  Enjoy the remainder of the summer. 
     Regards, Gary King, President, Square Deal Homeowners Association 
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Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary,  
    

 This summer came in with lots of heat. The warmth of this year’s summer may remind us of the days of 

old. Summer also began sadly with the loss of one of our dear members, Marion Steele of whom we will always 

remember her fondly. 

 Sandy Denmon represented the Auxiliary at the New York State Department Convention in Rochester.  

She always comes back with lots of information for us.  One of last year’s important tidbits was the increase in 

National Dues and possible increase in Department dues. This led us to increase our unit’s dues for 2012-2013 

to $22.  Remember to return you membership renewals to the Post care of Sandy Denmon. 

 With August being upon us, we look forward to the annual Family Picnic.  Besides having raffle 
baskets, Auxiliary members have been asked to bring in deserts for this picnic.  I hope that lots of members 

will be able to attend. At our Sept. meeting on Tues, 9/4 at 7pm, we will be discussing upcoming events 

happening during the year.   

Please remember throughout the year to let us know when you have preventative health screenings (such as 

mammograms), volunteer at food pantries, visit members who are shut in or attend funerals of our past 

members.   This information is then compiled by our unit chairperson and then sent along to the county, then 

state and finally to the National Auxiliary who reports this information to Washington, D.C. 

 Although October is 2 months away, that is when our Pancake breakfasts begin (the 1st Sunday of each 
month through May from 8-11AM).  Please contact Maggie Gagliardi at 748-9974 if there is any time you 

can volunteer at the breakfasts. On the 27th of October we will be sponsoring a Halloween Happening.  Look 

for details and signup sheets at the Post. Have a great rest of the summer and see you in Sept.            

                  For God and Country, Marie Williams 

 

 
 
 
 
 

         The Legion Riders group has been very busy this summer.  We have had 

our 1
st
 Annual Poker Run now and it was very successful.  We had about 40 bikes and everyone had a great 

time.  The money collected will enable us to help our local Veterans as well as Community organizations that 

are in need.  Thank You to everyone that helped us to have a great day. We also helped out Sean King and Mike 

Grozier with blocking duties during the American Pride Ride that was held on July 7
th

.  This Run was a great 

success despite a slight rain delay to start things off.  Sean and Mike were able to send a very nice donation to 

the Children of Fallen Soldiers Relief Fund with the proceeds collected from the ride.  Great Job Mike and 

Sean! We have also been having a great time at the Post’s “Grilling on the Deck” events every other Friday 

night and hope to continue to do so throughout the summer. By now, there should be a beautiful basket full of 

craft beers for raffle in the bar area.  This was arranged by Carol Long, and all proceeds from the basket will 

help us to assist those in need in our local community.  We will continue to have regular meetings this summer.  

August meeting is on the 1
st
 and September meeting will be on the 5

th
.  As always, they will begin at 7pm.  

We are also in the planning stages for a Chili Cook Off to be help on October 7
th

.  Stay tuned for more details. 

       Doug Adams, Director, American Legion Riders 
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Urgent news ~ To all GFJ Post 1700 Family Members! 
Due to increases in product cost, the Bar prices are going to be increased effective August 1.  
All draft prices for Labatt, Coors  and Yuengling will increase $.25  

All can beer prices will increase $.25  

All bottled wine prices will increase $.50 to $3.00. Boxed wine stays the same.  

All liquor prices will increase $.25 except those currently priced at $2.75 
  

Due to lack of participation at the Post the Board is considering another reduction in the Post’s open hours. 

The Post is open only when a paid employee is on duty. If there is a lot of time when we do not make enough 

money to come close to paying the wages, it makes good business sense to close during those hours. 

There are some of us doing everything we can to make this Post the best in the county and beyond. We should 

be proud for what we have accomplished and for what we stand for. We have had a lot of expenses over the last 

few years with the pavilion roof, the air conditioning, some kitchen equipment and other things, including our 

utility expenses, insurance and other maintenance costs. Beyond that, and more important, the money we return 

to the community through College Scholarships, sending our High School Juniors to Boys and Girls State plus 

putting on Halloween and Christmas parties and so on. We now have upcoming expenses for our heating; 

estimates are $7,500 for repair or over $10,500 for replacement of the boiler. We have over 400 Legion 

members and I must tell you that out of the $30 dues, only $4.50 stays at the Post. The rest goes to State and 

National and it costs us $4.00 for the badge readers for new members. With SAL and Auxiliary, we have nearly 

600 members and very few of those come to the Post. I hope you see that we are dependent on participation and 

fund raisers put on by our approximately 30 active people. We put on Dinners and Breakfasts but very few 

people come. The only alternative for no participation is donation. With 600 members just a $20 donation per 

year would provide $12,000 and that is barely enough. I would rather see participation, but if you want to see 

this Post survive, our members have to do something! If you have comments or concerns you would like to 

express, the next Board of Directors meeting is on August 16. Since the Post does not meet in the summer, the 

next scheduled post meeting is September 4. You can also go to our website at www.gfjpost1700.org , click on 

any name in blue and send us an e-mail.  Based on response we can schedule a special meeting. You can also 

run for any of these offices in the next election.      Gary King, President of the 
Board of Directors 
  

 GFJ Post 1700 Baseball team coached by David Buchak had a good 

season!  The GFJ team took 3rd place in Division 1 with a 9-6  and Posts 82, 89 & 1645 

are eligible to play in the District Playoffs. I am very disappointed that only 3 of our 

Post 1700 members were there for the games, Bob Hunt, Barb & I. We missed 2 games 

and even traveled to Trumansburg, our furthest away game, held Sat –14 July and YES, 

the schedule was posted at the Post! We got to meet the boys & their parents and also I 

want to thank Bob Hunt for coming to 3 of the games; he was the only other Legion 

member to root the GFJ team on! Thank you, Coach Dave & your team members for an 

exciting baseball season!   Ray Beebe, Post 1700 Baseball Chr 
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       August2012 
 
1 Aug    Legion Rider Mtg        7:00 pm 
2 Aug  OVV Mtg        7:00 pm 
9 Aug  SUB VETS Mtg      7:00 pm 
10 Aug   Grilling on the Deck  5:30 – 7:30 /Johnny Stars              7-11 pm 
12 Aug  6th Dist Organizational Mtg – GFJ Post 1700   1:00 pm 
15 Aug  Pete Cawley Memorial God Tournament @ Pheasant Hill T-Tx   9:00 am 
16 Aug  Squaredeal Homeowners Board Mtg     6:30 pm 
16 Aug  VVA~ AVV Mtg       7:00 pm 
19 Aug  Broome Cty Organizational Mtg -  WP Post 974   1:00 pm 
24 Aug  Grilling on the Deck 5:30-7:30/Johnny *Stars*   7-11 pm     
26 Aug   GFJ POST 1700   FAMILY PICNIC                   1-5 pm  
      
  Please note ~ ~Activities are SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT TIMELY NOTICE! 
 

                                 
 September 2012 
        
4 Sept  Legion & Aux Mtg        7:00 pm 
5 SEPT  Legion Riders       7:00 pm 
6 SEPT  OVV Mtg       7:00 pm 
11 Sept  SAL Mtg        7:00 pm 
13 Sept  Sub Vets Mtg       7:00 pm 
13 Sept  Squaredeal  Bd of Directors meeting      6:30 pm 
14 Sept   Johnny Stars       7-11 pm 
16 Sept  Pitch Tournament     $20.00 to enter      1:00 pm       
20 Sept  VVA ~ AVV Mtg       7:00 pm 
21 Sept   POW/MIA Remberance Ceremony     7:00 pm 
28 Sept  Johnny Stars        7-11 pm 
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   LEGION FAMILY PICNIC SUNDAY AUGUST 26, 1-5 P 
 
 

MENU ~ Sausage, Peppers & Onions, Hamburgers & Hot Dogs, Salt 

Potatoes, Corn on the Cobb, Toss salads 

DESSERTS – Please bring your own to share & Soda / Water / Beer & 

Wine 

 

50/50 RAFFLES / GIFT BASKET RAFFLES 

 

FREE TO POST MEMBERS - GUEST DONATION APPRECIATED 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SET UP AND CLEAN UP - PLEASE 

CONTACT  

 

DEBBIE ROEHM daroehm@aol.com or LEAVE YOUR 

CONTACT INFO AT THE POST 

 

Thanks, Debbie 
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Boys State - SUNY Morrisville, NY 
    

Michael Cheslock, Mark Matruski, Jacob Sells & Jacob Zuber 

 
Post 1700 was able to send four high school juniors to Boys' State this year. Two of 

the Boys were sponsored by the Post while the other two Boys were sponsored by the 
SAL’s Squad 1700 and MOAA. Barb, Ray and I attended the Boys State Parade @ 

SUNY Morrisville. It was an incredible experience watching one thousand Boys from 
across the state march in unison (or close enough). After the Parade, we attended the 

Awards Ceremony where the Boys displayed their appreciation for the Marines and 
cadre. Two of our Post 1700 Boys were elected State Troopers (only 10 State Troopers 

are elected out of the entire Boys' State!). 
David Jensen, Boys State Chr 

 

 
       

$500.00 College Scholarships awarded to the following students from: 
UEHS – Daniel McGraw& Eric Becker 

MEHS – Sean Barrett & Brook Marie Reynolds 

 



 
 

 

  3 SEPTEMBER 2012  

  FYI ~   The first Labor Day was held in 1882. Its origins stem from the desire of the Central Labor 
Union to create a holiday for workers. It became a federal holiday in 1894. It was originally intended that 
the day would be filled with a street parade to allow the public to appreciate the work of the trade and 
labor organizations. After the parade, a festival was to be held to amuse local workers and their families. 
In later years, prominent men and women held speeches. This is less common now, but is sometimes seen 
in election years. One of the reasons for choosing to celebrate this on the first Monday in September was 
to add a holiday in the long gap between Independence Day and Thanksgiving! 
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