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 Winter will be here before we know it. On Friday, November 30

th
, the Department Commander 

Tim Van Patten visited Broome County with our Post having hosted a Luncheon for him.  I hope 

some of you came down to make him feel at home by saying Hello or to have shook his hand.   

Post 1700 will be holding a Bake Sale on December 3
rd

, so to anyone who wants to donate their 

time or goodies let me know. “Gift to the Yanks” Wrapping will be at Post 82 (Endicott) at 

10:00 AM, so lend a hand, it would be deeply appreciated. On Monday, December 3
rd

 there will 

be a bus pickup at our Post 1700 , taking up  some of the Broome County Auxiliary members 

and those of us at Post 1700 who might like to help at the Bath VA Home.  This trip will be for 

Christmas wrapping of presents for those Rehab Veterans’ families, be here at 06:30 AM; 

coffee and donuts will be provided. On December 10
th
 at Post 1645 (Robinson St, Binghamton) 

the Broome County Oratorical is scheduled at 1:00 PM. We need to not only support our local 

high school students but also help Joe Irons in support of jobs needed to make this a great 

contest. If you don't want to be a Tabulator or an Escort, just come with your family to be in the 

Audience but wear your Legion hats to show Legion support. If you want to help out, contact 

Joe Irons through the Post (785-1700). As Christmas quickly approaches please remember that 

Post 80 (Main St, Binghamton) will be holding their 22
nd

 Christmas Free Meal. They need help 

with preparation as far out as 10 days before Christmas. If you can spare even 1 hour call Post 

80 and they can find something for you to do. There will also be a New Year’s Party at the Post 

on New Year’s Eve, $30.00 per person for Prime Rib or Chicken Marsala, call the Post for 

details. Our Post Officers and I wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Lastly, I will hopefully be attending the Annual Mid-Winter Conference in Albany on January 

25-27
th

 ;  I’ll let you know how it went in our next edition.    

                           Commander Robert Wood 
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   Every Day is Veterans Day by Barbara J Beebe 

 Veterans Day’s date has come & gone but everyday should be & is a Veternas Day! The Parades on 

the actual day are fine  but what do we Post 1700 Veterans do everyday, you ask? Here is just s smidgen of 

what we, GFJ  POST 1700’s Color Guard, consisting of James Daivs, NancyPatnode, Ray Beebe & I  did  the 

week following Veterans Day. Calls & e-mails coming in to me from many schools and  Senior Centers and 

since not all could be done by us, I ,would then call another Post in the vicinity of the caller’s School.  

First e-mail from Homer Brink  with an  invitaiton to their in Endwell Campus on 6 Nov to post the 

National Colors at the beginning of their program, having me read an updated version of our Post 1700’s 

“WHAT IS A VETRAN”  and then they’re presenting to each of us Veterans  plus the student body’s parents or 

grandparents a personalized Certificate,  Thanking all of us  for our service to our Country . 

Then a call from Bob Hunt’s favorite spot,  the JC Senior Center. Calling for the Color Guard again to 

give more meaning to  their Veterans Day program by posting our Colors and  with my  reading, “What  is a 

Veteran” and presenting to  each Veteran a “THANK YOU  VETERAN “ pin  and  invited to stay for  Lunch.  

 9 Nov, West Endicott’s Charles F Johnson School invited us again this year to participate in their 

setting up of and  reading of the “WHITE TABLE”  ( POW-MIA) and  also to recognize & Thank us for 

serving our Country. Wyoming Conference Children’s Home in Binghamton asked us again  to take part in 

their celebration of Veterans Day again as we did last year  joining in their activities and folowing with my 

reading the “13 Folds” of our American Flag with Jim & Ray folding the flag with the help of 4 of their 

students, then the class watched a video of  Lt Kevin Krause, NYANG from NY City due to Hurricane Sandy, 

speaking to their class as he is one of their teachers.    

              Saturday, 10 November was  a two fold day as the Oxford VA Home celebrating Veterans Day with 

the Oxford  resident Women Veterans  at a  Tea held in their honor. Women Legionnaires from Broome, 

Chenango  & Otsego Counties  are among the Lady Vets who attend the Tea to give the Oxford resident 

Women Veterans  a special meaning to Veterans Day in their honor. Following that evening was the most 

different calling we had ever had…To post our National Colors and  having Nancy Patnode to conduct  the 

Broome Community Orchestra playing the Nationl Anthem and later to enjoy the evening’s concert at the 

Binghamon East Middle School. We, the  GFJ Post Color Guard, certainly have in mind our Community,State 

and Nation when we go to our local schools during these speical activities. Veterans Day both Ray & I assisted  

Vestal’s Post 89  in the Western Broome’s Veterans Day Service at the Endicott Memorial Monument plus 

marching in Western Broome’s Veterans Day Parade.    B J Beebe, Editor 

 

 

Chaplain’s Corner ~ Barbara J Beebe, GFJ Post 1700 Chaplain 

BACK TO GOD:  Harold Farr, Sr   WW11, US Army 

Eternal God, We call upon YOU for all who morn for the loss of those near & dear to them. Be 

to those in sorrow, a strong support in their loneliness and a comforter in their time of grief. 

 Be ever near them, draw them into closer fellowship with YOU, and grant them sure trust and 

confidence in Your heavenly care, Amen 

            
 

 

 



 

 
 

Squaredeal Homeowners Association ~ Board of Directors 
It is time for our annual election of Board of Directors Members. The term is up for Bob Woods, Bob Haynes 

and Hank Shearer. We had the first round of nominations at the Post meeting on November 6. The final round 

of nominations will be at the Post meeting on December 4. So far Bob Woods, Bob Hayes and Phil Dillenbeck 

have been nominated.  

The people you elect as Post Officers play an important part in the success of the Post. What we should be 

looking for are people who spend a considerable amount of time at the Post and participate in Post Activities 

and display an interest in keeping this Post one of the finest in the county; people with ideas and enthusiasm. 

The Board of Directors is responsible for the building. This includes “House” activities for maintenance and 

repairs; it is a big job that Bob Hayes has handled extremely well. We also manage the Bar, keeping it stocked 

and running and maintaining a paid staff of Bartenders. Ron Reece is at the Post every day as Bar Chairperson. 

Ed Fotusky is the kitchen chairperson and directs a lot of volunteers to ensure that we have the Friday Night 

Dinners and Grillin’ on the Deck activities. Ed also maintains the “Handicap Loan” equipment. We also manage 

the Bell Jar to help with our financial needs. I am chairperson but Charlie Verno is the guy who does most of 

the work and is also the Board’s Treasurer. Bob Wood has had the Secretary duties and supervises the Hall 

Rental. With everything there are financial considerations; making sure we have money in the bank and being 

careful on how it is spent. There is a lot of responsibility and, yes, we can always use a little help from 

volunteers. 

There is a lot to do and we need people who will step up to the plate. So I am asking, if you know someone who 

is capable of contributing to the Board and the Post, you should consider nominating that person at the next Post 

meeting. That nominee has to make a public agreement to accept the nomination. In January, we vote in the 

afternoon prior to the Post meeting. Please keep the expectations in mind when you vote. I appreciate loyalty to 
friends but that alone is not enough to meet the needs. Vote for the benefit of the Post. 

Respectfully submitted, Gary King, President, Board of Directors 
 

 
Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary, 

 Just as November is a busy month -- where we remember those who served their country to keep us safe 

and giving thanks for family and friends - December can be one of the most hectic months of the year.   

 Our December Pancake Breakfast/Bake Sale will be held on Sunday the 2
nd

 from 8-11am.  We will 

also be raffling off a “Holiday Cheer Basket”- you can buy the raffle tickets at the Post. 

 Our Poinsettia Sale was very successful- the flowers will be delivered to the Post the beginning of 

December. Remember to come to the Early Bird Dinner on Friday, 12/7 – this Dinner is for all those members 

who are current with their 2012-2013 dues. Our annual Children’s Christmas Party happens on Sat. 12/15 

from 1-3pm.  Sign-up sheets will be at the Post only until 12/7.  Children up to age 8 will receive gifts from 

Santa- (if a boy or girl older than 8 wishes to participate please bring a gift that Santa can give to them).  

 January is often a time to slow down, keep warm, and hope that spring is not too far away.  Our 

scheduled meeting will be on Tuesday, January 8, 2013. The 2013 Mid-Winter Conference will be held in 

Albany on the 25th and 26thJanuary. Please encourage any High School senior to apply for Auxiliary 

Department Scholarships through their High School Guidance Office.  Also, our Auxiliary sponsors a Sara 

Wren Memorial Scholarship which is available to Union Endicott Seniors.  Applications are available at the 

UE High School Guidance Office. 

Remember, the tickets are still available at the Post for the New Years Eve Party, I want to wish all our 

members Happy Holidays and a Wonderful New Year 

 

For God and Country, Marie Williams, Pres. 



 

 

                                                                                                  

 
 
 

The Annual Post Family Children’s Christmas Party will be held on  
Saturday, December 15th from 1 to 3 P.M. If you have young children or 

Grandchildren, be sure to sign up at the Post! 
 

  
Adult Holiday Party Dec 8th, Cover dish~ Bring a dish to pass… 

And a $5 Yankee swap “Gift Wrapped “to pass or trade with another 
We will play games, eat, visit, music etc. 3 p.m. until? 

 

 

 
New Years Eve Dinner Dance cost is $30.00 per ticket - 

Prime Rib or Chicken Marsala 

6PM ~Appetizers 7 PM ~ Dinner, 9PM ~ Dancing, 10 PM ~ 

Venetian Hour 

MUSIC BY JOHNNY STARS    Cash Bar 
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Jan. 13
th

 Pitch tournament. 1p.m. at Post 1700 ~ cost $20 per team. 

 Tournament has limited space 

 
 

       

 December 2012 
 1 Dec     Children’s Christmas Party               

 2 Dec        Pancake Breakfast & Bake Sale & 50/50                        

      Post 82 Gift Wrapping for BATH VA 

 3 Dec     Trip to Bath Gift Wrapping for REHAB  

 4 Dec        Post 1700 &Unit 1700 Mtg  

 5 Dec        Legion Riders Mtg   

 6 Dec        OVV MTG           

 7 Dec     EARLY BIRD DINNER – PEARL HARBOR DAY  3-7 pm 

 8 Dec     Post 1700 Adult Holiday Party 3 pm - ?  
 8 Dec     Oxford Christmas Party    

 8-16 Dec   Happy Hanukah    

 9 Dec        Christmas Bus Trip to Bath lv from Post 82     

 10 Dec      Broome CTY Christmas Dinner / Mtg Post 1645  

 11 Dec     SAL Mtg /   Oxford VA Home Guild Mtg  

 13 Dec      Bd of Directors Mtg/SUB VETS MTG             

 14 Dec     Friday Night Dinner/ Johnny Stars -7-11 pm  

15  Dec     Children’s Christmas Party 1-3 pm 

20  Dec      VVA& AVA Mtg       

 21 Dec      Winter begins & Friday Night Dinner      

 25 Dec      Merry Christmas          

 26 Dec     Kwanzaa 

 31 Dec     New Year’s Eve Party $30.00 per ticket                               

   

Please note ~ ~Activities are SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT TIMELY NOTICE! 

Always check the Post Board for any up to date changes! 
 

                   

 
 

 January  2013 
1 Jan    HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 

2 Jan     Legion Riders Mtg 

3 Jan     OVV MTG           

4 Jan    Friday Night Dinner 

6 Jan    Pancake Brfst  

8 Jan     Post 1700 & Unit 1700 Mtg /SAL MTG   

10Jan   Jan   Bd of Directors Mtg//SUB VETS Mtg 

11 Jan Fri Night Dinner ~ Holupki / Johnny Stars 7-11pm 

13
 
Jan Pitch Tournament 

14 Jan   Broome Cty Mtg – Post 1700  
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17 Jan   VVA & AVA Mtg 

18 Fri    Night Dinner - Lasagna 

20 Jan   6
th

 Dist Mtg ~ Sidney Post 183 

21 Jan   Presidential Inauguration Day 

25 Jan   Fri Night Dinner / Johnny Stars 7-1 

 

 

                                

Although the motorcycle riding season is slowly winding down, our Legion Riders group has continued 

to stay pretty busy.  On October 7
th

, we held our Chili Cook- Off.  There were about a dozen different chili’s 

and everybody had a great time. 

On October 26
th

, we prepared Chicken Cordon Bleu for the  Friday Night Dinner.  Everything was 

delicious and we had a great turnout.  Gary King was the winner of the wet/dry vacuum that we raffled off at 

the end of the evening.  Congrats Gary. Several of us were able to attend the Ham and Turkey Raffle at the Post 

on November 9
th

.  There was plenty of food, fun, and games.  A good time was had by all. 

10 November was the 237
th

 Birthday of the United States Marine Corps. A belated Happy Birthday USMC! 

Semper Fi! On November 11
th

 we honored our nation’s veterans by attending the ceremony at the Endicott 

Veterans Park, as well as riding in both the Endicott and Binghamton parades.  Once again veterans, Thank You 

for the sacrifices that you have made in order for all of us to be able to enjoy the freedoms that we have! 

  November marked the ONE YEAR Anniversary of the existence of the Post 1700 American Legion 

Riders.  During our November meeting we had a potluck dinner to celebrate.  We have had an absolutely 

fantastic year and truly appreciate the awesome support that the Post has shown us during that time. At our 

November meeting we held officer nominations for the upcoming year.  Elections will be at the December 

meeting, with new officers taking their positions on January 1
st
. 

As we turn toward the holidays, we have been busy finding ways to donate to various organizations that 

support our veterans as well as our local community. Once again, thank you for all the support for our group 

over the last year.  We have had a great year together and look forward to an even better 2013. 

On behalf of the Post 1700 American Legion Riders, I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year!    Doug Adams, Director, Post 1700 American Legion Riders  

 

 Squad 1700 News 

The Ham and Turkey Raffle was held Friday, November 9th and was a successful fund-raiser. I would like to 

thank all the SAL members who volunteered their time that evening. As a reminder, please get your 2013 dues 

paid as soon as you can. The 'Early Bird' Dinner is Wednesday, December 7
th

 from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM for all 

those who have paid their dues by then.   The Annual Post Family Children’s Christmas Party will be held 

Saturday, December 15th from 1 to 3 PM. If you have young children or grandchildren, be sure to sign up at the 

Post. Also, this year there will be an informal Holiday Party for adults on Saturday, December 8
th

 starting at 

3:00 PM. Bring a dish to pass and a $5.00 Yankee “Swap Gift” to pass. There will be food, games, music, and a 

chance to visit before the Holiday rush. The Post is having a New Years Eve Dinner Dance again this year and 

tickets are now on sale at the Post. The Dinner Dance has been well received last two years and it is hoped that 

even more can attend this year; further details are at the Post. Finally, I want to wish everyone a safe and happy 



Holiday Season and wish all the best in the New Year. Take time during the busy season to honor the brave men 

and women who have served and are serving our country, especially, those who are in harm's way and far from 

their families.             Yours for the Sons, John Van Wezenbeeck 

    

 

 
 
Scanning the internet in regards to the Superstorm “Sandy” I found this article and wanted to share it 

with you… by Donna Sunblad                             

“With so much devastation and hurt, how do we pray for those who are hurting? From a human 

perspective, the task is too large, but God is an all-powerful God and Christians are his body here on 

earth. God the needs arising from Hurricane/Superstorm Sandy are immense. Surround the hurting with 

your love and help those of us called by your name to hear their cries. Open our eyes to see your vision, 

our ears to hear your voice, and grant us the wisdom to see your plan and our part in it. Let us not turn a 

blind eye and expect others to meet these needs, but open our hearts and mind to do what you want us to 

do. May we be your hands and heart here on Earth showing your love and encouragement to those in 

need.”             BJB Chaplain 
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