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THE AMERICAN LEGION

The World’s Largest Veterans Organization

The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veterans organization. Focusing
on service to veterans, service members and communities, the Legion evolved from a group of war-weary
veterans of World War | into one of the most influential nonprofit groups in the United States.
Membership swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up across the country. Today,
membership stands at over 2.4 million in 14,000 posts worldwide. The Posts are organized into 55
departments: one each for the 50 states, along with the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico
and the Philippines.

A look back in time for the Dept of New York... Organization of the Department of New York.
The organization of the Department of New York was begun soon after the Paris Caucus by the
returning men of the A. E. F. Records are not available for the months of late March and early April
1919. It is assumed that Districts, Counties and Posts were being organized and membership drives were
in progress. No formal or official declaration had been made and records on all levels were haphazard at
best. There was a gathering of men from around New York State and a meeting was held in April, 1919
at the temporary offices of The American Legion, on Nassau Street, New York City. During this meeting,
a temporary State Committee was appointed. General John F. O’ Ryan was the temporary chairmen
with Major Cornelius W. Wickersham as acting secretary. A State Constitution was needed and
instructions were given to prepare one. The constitution was most likely written by Wade A. Hayes, a
lawyer from New York City. Hayes would latter be called the Thomas Jefferson of the Legion
Constitution, for his part in writing the National Constitution. The Constitution needed to be written, as
to be ratified at the first State Convention. Also these men with a committee of twenty-one, divided the
State into five districts committees and appointed temporary district chairmen for organizing the
districts into posts. Dist. 1. Wade H. Hayes, New York, Dist. 2. Charles W. Berry, Brooklyn, Dist. 3.
Parton Swift, West New York, Dist. 4. J. Leslie Kincaid, Central New York, Dist. 5, Raphael A. Egan,
Hudson River. These men appointed chairmen in each county in their district for organization. Word
went out for members to be chosen from around the state for the St. Louis Caucus of May 8-10, 1919.
New York had ninety-two signed in delegates present at this caucus. At this caucus, men were elected or
chosen to start the necessary steps for the organization of the Department. FYI ~ Our George F. Johnson
Post 1700 is now 67 years old.
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Now that the holidays are behind us I’d like to say good for you if you’re still sticking to the

New Year resolution you made. Post membership is about 85% out of the 400 members renewed from last
year. If you haven’t renewed yet you’ll have to pay $35.00 instead of $30.00. Remember we are veterans
helping other veterans with your membership dues. Mid-Winter Conference and Hill Days will be coming soon
but because of the lack of funds (from your support of buying the pull tab tickets) officers attending for this Post
will be paying their own expenses.
On March 7th, our Post will be starting our Friday Night Fish Dinners. Also there is a need for additional
waitress/waiters for the Friday Night Dinners. If you wish to pitch in and help, leave your name and contact
information at the bar or call the Post at 785-1700 and leave your contact information with the bartender.

Please note that nominations for the 2014-2015 Legion year for GFJ Post 1700 Officers will begin
with February’s Legion meeting (Feb 4™). This will continue on March 4™ and April 1% Legion meetings. In
order to accept your nomination you must be there in person or have a written letter accepting the
nomination for the position of which you are to be nominated.
Congratulations to Bob Hunt, Rob Jensen and Jerry Robinson on your appointments to the Board of Directors.
There was no need for an election since the three vacancies were not contested. Also I’d like to thank Gary
King, Joe Irons and Butch Nabinger for their service that helped keep the Post open for the enjoyment of all
Legion Family members.
As usual the Post has the same 15% members who help keep the doors open for all Legion Family members.
Eventually these same people do get tired of volunteering their time and effort and step down from burnout. If
you have time to spare, let us know by leaving any Post officer a message via email on our website
www.gfjpost1700.org or contact information with any bartender. This also goes for complaints or suggestions
that will make Post 1700 a better place to be part of.

NOTE: Board of Directors meeting Thursday, will let you know who will be selected as officers and chairmen

of committees Commander Robert F. Wood

Squad 1700 News

Happy New Year to all and let us all hope that 2014 will be a happy and healthy one for all. | hope everyone had an
enjoyable holiday season and are making it through the winter so far. SAL members, | would like ask you to support our
Legion by stopping down for the always popular Fish Dinners will be starting March 7th. These dinners will be offered
through Lent. Not to be forgotten are the monthly Pancake Breakfasts offered the first Sunday of the month. | would
also like to remind all SAL members who have not paid their dues by January 31st that they will be dropped from the
Roster at the Post as well as having their access card revoked. Please make sure you have taken care of this obligation as
soon as possible. 21yrs and over $25, Juniors and Dual Members $10. Dues can be paid at Drop dues off at the Post or
mail to Dave Barkofsky. Dave Barkofsky, 12 Maryvale Drive, Apalachin, NY 13732

Be sure to check the Event Calendar on the web site GFJPOST1700.0RG or in the Post
and participate in the variety of events offered at the Post.

If any SAL members have any questions or suggestions please feel free to contact me
by email at SAL@GFJPOST1700.0RG

Yours for the Sons, John Van Wezenbeeck
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Unit 1700 of GFJ Post 1700

Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary,
We have had a roller coaster ride of weather so far this winter, AHHH--- I'm often so envious of those snowbirds
soaking up the sun somewhere. But back to the reality of Endicott
Lots of happenings come with the month of February. Our Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale is on Sunday, the
3" from 8-11am. Please bring in your baked goods to the Post on Sat. the 1°**—(remember this also Super Bowl
Sunday).
The Auxiliary is sponsoring a Valentine’s Hearts and Flowers Raffle Basket. Tickets will be sold at the Post--- the
drawing for this basket will be on Sunday, Feb. 10™. Our regularly scheduled meeting will be on Tues. Feb. 5" at 7pm.
Every year beginning in February the Auxiliary has a raffle with the proceeds going to our Cancer and
Community Fund. Through this fund we have been able to give financial assistance to our members who have gone
through some type of catastrophe in their lives. Raffle tickets and money can be sent back to the Post until the end of
March. 3 winners will be drawn at our April meeting. Please support this worthwhile endeavor.
February is also the 1* Call for nominations of Officers for the 2014-2015 Legion year.
March may come in like a lamb or a lion but we can warm things up with our Pancake Breakfast on Sunday the
3" from 8-11am.
Our scheduled March meeting will be held on Tues, the 5% at 7pm. March is our 2" Call for nominations of Officers.
Look for the Lenten Fish Dinners to begin on Friday March 8™. Dinners will include battered fish, --- with
Macaroni and Cheese and Piroghies alternating as the side.
We will be having an Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 13" from 1-3pm. Children 8 and under can be signed
up at the Post starting the week of 3/18 until April 7th.
Speaking of April, the Pancake Breakfast will be held on Sun. the 7" from 8-11am.
A gentle reminder — please renew your 2013-2014 membership if you have not done so already.
Renewals can be sent to the Post c/o Sandy Denmon.
Lastly, please encourage Union Endicott High School Seniors to apply for our Auxiliary Sara Wren Scholarship —
applications are at the UEHS Guidance Office.
| wish everyone a safe winter and remember spring is not too far away.
For God and Country:
Marie Williams, Pres

POSTER NEWS - FY1 > Think ahead of time ~ April-May Newsletter ~ Start sending
your “news” on 15 March ~ I will most likely be at Hill Days 17-18 March and will need
them upon my return Sooo, please send your news to me to my e-mail address
bbeebe3@stny.rr.com
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Chaplain Report...
Post Everlasting.....
Robert Guilfoyle & Richard Pedro

Richard M. Pedro, 87, of Owego, passed away Friday, January 10, 2014As Frank Konopka mentioned during the
WBNG TV Interview at our Broome County Meeting held here at Post 1700, “If you had anything at all to do with the
programs of the Legion, Richard Pedro know who you were! So it was with many members here of GFJ Post 1700.
Richard spent 30 years as the Dept of NY Adjutant and of those, we knew him for our almost 14 years as members of the
Legion and we got to see him in action at many functions & meetings. Richard M. Pedro served during World War 1l in
the United States Navy from May 24, 1944 until October 30, 1947, which included 22 months sea duty aboard the USS
Weiss and was honorably discharged. Upon his discharge from the United States Navy, Richard joined The American
Legion and Tioga Post #401 in Owego and has been an active member for sixty-five continuous years, and was honored
with an Honorary Life Membership in 1964. Over those 65 years, Dick served in numerous positions with The American
Legion at the local, state, and national levels. Throughout his life, Dick has remained true to the goals and ideals of the
Preamble to The American Legion Constitution by his service to God and country and devotion to mutual helpfulness by
service

Receive, O Father, the souls of our comrades, Robert Guilfoyle & Richard Pedro, departed, and grant them an
entrance into Your heavenly kingdom, where they may know the joy of everlasting life according to the promise of our
savior, Jesus Christ. Amen

Bob Hunt, Post Chaplain

The United States Submarine Base Southern Tier NY has proposed installing a
Memorial to the 52 boats and their crews lost during WWII, in the area immediately adjacent to the right side of the
large Black Memorial stone, the Memorials being separated laterally by approximately 13 feet but parallel to the front
dimension. The Bronze plate, to be mounted on a sloping cement base surrounded by brick size stones, is about 24 by 28
inches. Approval of the plan was obtained from the Post Cmdr with a second from the Cty Cmdr who happened to be in
attendance during the mid 2013 meeting. Engineering design B/P’s were supplied pro bono by Keystone engineering
and the project went out for quote fall of 2013 with the intent to install in mid 2014. Quote activity review will
commence mid March and vendor selection and cost estimates resolved to facilitate the midsummer install if possible.
The Bronze plate was procured from the New Paltz NY Sub Vet Base who now has a refurbished NYS SubVet memorial
site. The intent if possible is to sell bricks face surfaces for those who wish to have a Veteran SubVet etc as a
Remembrance. Progress information will be forwarded to American Legion Post 1700 Cmdr for status and awareness.

February 08 — (Saturday) Retired Naval Reserve Dinner Dance Post 89 [6/7 Cocktails & hor’dourve’s;
7/8 Houlka & Marcella Chicken dinner; 8:15 Memorial Program; 9:00 to 12:00
Music, Entertainment, Dancing, Drawings; $30 Ea. Tickets @ Legion Post 89 ~ free beer
February 16 — Holland Club Luncheon [Sunday] @ Blue Dolphin 1 -3 PM Apalachin NY
March 13, Regular meeting Pat Ulmen S/T NY BASE, SECRETARY
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/ §’ WE STILL NEED YOU! The GFJ POST 1700 is in need of a new Sgt At Arms
for our Color Guard and also members who are willing to be one of our Color Guards to march
in Memorial Day Parades/ Veterans Day Parades. Many of our older Color Guards are
getting to where they can no longer March. Our Post Color Guards also attend Calling Hours
at a Member’s given Funeral Parlor to show respect for the many years of being a Member. To
those who can no longer march or attend functions that require a Uniform, please return your
Color Guard Uniform along with a note with your name attached. Jim Dauvis is retiring from
being our POST1700 Color Guard, Sgt at Arms, and we need someone to step up to fill his
position. We, all, Thank You, Jim Davis, for the many faithful years as our Sgt-at - Arms.

Square Deal Homeowners Association 2014 Officers

President Bob Haynes
Vice President Phil Dillenbeck
Secretary Robert F. Wood
Finance Officer Charles Verno
Bar/Activities Chairman Ron Reece
Bar Co-Chairman Phil Dillenbeck
Bell Jar Chairman Gary King
House Chairman TBD
Hall/Pavilion Rental Robert F. Wood
Board Member David Jensen
Board Member Bob Hunt
Board Member Jerry Robinson
Board Member Rob Jensen
Kitchen Chairman Harold (Shorty) Farr

May you, the Square Deal Homwoners Association officers, have a good &
productive year.
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February 2014

2 Pancake Breakfast & Bake Sale 8:00 —11:30 AM
3 Post 1700 Pasta Dinner 5:00 PM All You Can Eat $4.50 meatball & or sausage extra cost
4 Legion & Auxiliary Mtg 7:00 PM
5 Legion Riders Mtg 7:00 PM
6 OVV Mtg 6:30 PM
7 Legion Riders Dinner > Beef Tips & Chicken Alfredo 5:30 -7:30 PM
9 Pitch Tournament 1:00 PM $20.00 per team
11 SAL Mtg 7:00 PM
13 Square Deal Board of Directions Mtg 6:30 PM & Sub Vets Mtg 7:00 PM
13 VVA/AVA Mtg 7:00 PM
19 Spring Shuffle Board begins — 6:30 PM ~ signup at the Post

—<rE S«
ARG RV

March 2014

2 Pancake Breakfast ~ 8:00 - 11:30 AM
3 Spaghetti Dinner 5:00 PM All You Can Eat $4.50 meatball & or sausage extra cost
4 Legion & Auxiliary Mtg 7:00 PM
5 Legion Riders Mtg 7:00 PM
6 OVV Mtg 6:30 PM
7 Lenten Meal 5:30-7:30 PM Begins $9.00
8 Legion Riders Mtg 2:00 - 5:00 PM
13 Square Deal Homeowners Mtg 6:30 PM & Sub Vets Mtg 7:00 PM
13 VVA/AVA Mtg 7:00 PM
14 Lenten Meal 5:30 - 7:30 PM $9.00
21 Lenten Meal 5:30 - 7:30 PM $9.00
28 Lenten Meal 5:30 - 7:30 PM $9.00

FYI....

Dart League every Friday night for the next 10 weeks $5.00 per team

Spring Shuffle Board Wednesday, 19 February @ 6:30pm > sign up at the
Post



AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

The Legion Riders of Post 1700 continue to aid veterans, active military, and our communities while we do
what we enjoy - ride motorcycles! Some of the organizations and groups we were able to assist financially this
last year are Gift for Yanks, Bath Gift Shop (For veterans to select gifts for their families), Toys for Tots (Tioga
County Marine Corp League), Children of Fallen Soldiers, Chow (Food-a-Bago), Elks (Care to Troops), Oxford
Veterans Home, and Post 1700 Auxiliary Children’s Christmas Party. We continue to look for new avenues and
opportunities to be a help to those in need.

The Chicken Cordon Blu dinner on November 15 was a huge success with nearly 60 meals served. The Legion
Riders volunteer their time and efforts to host the dinners, with the next being scheduled for February 7th. The
menu will include a choice of two entree's: Beef Tips - tender cubes of beef simmered in a rich beef sauce with
tomatoes, mushrooms, onions, and diced carrots served over Dutchess potatoes, or Chicken Alfredo - breaded
chicken strips served on a bed of pasta with steamed broccoli and topped with a rich alfredo sauce, as well as
sides, salads, and desert.

The last meeting of the Legion Riders of Post 1700 (December 4th) included the election of officers for the
2014 season. The following is the new elected officer list:

— Director — Dave Holden

— Vice Director — Doug Adams

— Secretary — Gary King

— Treasurer — Ed Harmon

— Sergeant-at-Arms — Ken Vandermark

— Historian/Web Master — Richard Long

— Membership — Gary King

— Chaplain — Dave Holden

Our next meeting will be February 5th at 7 P.M. We will begin to schedule rides and events for the coming
spring and summer. As warmer weather gets nearer (Think Spring!) the Legion Riders look forward to a
great year of rides, activities, and events that draw us closer while serve and help others.

Respectfully submitted,
Dave Holden - Director American Legion Riders Post 1700



3 February 1943 was the beginning of the end for the U.S.A.T
Dorchester and its 902 passengers those being service members, merchant marines & civilian workers.
The Dorchester, one of 3 ships in the SG-19 Convoy was once a Luxury Coastal Liner turned into a US
Army transport ship because of the war. The Dorchester was heading to an American Base in Greenland
from Newfoundland through dangerous waters with German U-Boats prowling these waters sinking
many ships. George L. Fox, Methodist; Lt. Alexander D. Goode, Jewish; Lt. John P. Washington,
Roman Catholic; and Lt. Clark V. Poling, Dutch Reformed. Quickly and quietly the four chaplains
spread out among the soldiers. These 4 Chaplains tried to calm the frightened, tend to the wounded
and guide the disoriented toward safety. Of the 902 men aboard the U.S.A.T. Dorchester, 672 died
including the 4 Chaplains, leaving 230 survivors. The Distinguished Service Cross and Purple Heart
were awarded posthumously December 19, 1944, to their next of kin by Lt. Gen. Brehon B.
Somervell, Commanding General of the Army Service Forces, in a ceremony at the Post Chapel at
Fort Myer, VA. A Posthumous Special Medal for Heroism, never before given and never to be given
again, was authorized by Congress and awarded by the President January 18, 1961

Non-Profit Organization
Post 1700
US Postal Permit #25

George F. Johnson Post 1700
305 Maple Street
West Endicott, NY 13760
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