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Fellow Legionnaires and Your Families:

Many of you know me and to those that don’t, I’ve been around a long
time, 52 years to be exact, and will always be a devoted member of the
American Legion. So here we go again; as Commander | would like to see
more people using the Post by coming out for dinners and participating in
our events. | would like to thank the SAL and Auxiliary for the work they have done.
However, we need some new blood to help with all that is being done. The events we do
have seen to be always put on by the same core of people. Please stop into the Post,
check the board, sign up or call into the bar to volunteer. We need volunteers, or we will
not be able to continue our Pancake Breakfasts, Dinners, Grilling on the Deck to name a
few. Now, very important news from Washington, DC. The US Senate has passed the
Bipartisan American Legion Act which will extend membership eligibility to ALL
Honorably Discharged members of the Armed Forced. The bill now goes to the House of
Representatives for a vote. This will be excellent news for the American Legion as our
current members are dwindling. Again, [ want to say, if it wasn’t for the Auxiliary, SAL
and Riders, we would not be able to continue activities here at the Post. | am very proud
and grateful for all their support. So, look for events coming up this summer and | hope
to see you all at the Post Family Picnic Sunday, August 25™. Have a fantastic summer!

For God & Country,
Cmdr. Ray “Butch” Nabinger

Even though summer is here we are always working hard for our Veterans
and our Post. We will be doing a couple of grillin on the decks July 26
and August 16. Our first 2 meat bundles were a success, thank you to all
who purchased tickets. There is one more meat bundle for Labor Day so
keep your eye out for tickets. We had a great turn out for Donal

O Shaughnessy and everyone had a great time. The Post will be having an
organizational meeting on August 6™ at 7pm. This is where we will come up with the
dates and planned dinner and activities for the year please come to the meeting and bring
your ideas

Yours for The Sons
Gary Denmon
Commander
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Hi Ladies:

Summer is in full swing and I hope everyone is enjoying some summer
fun. Come on down to the Post for spaghetti in July and August or just to
‘ : sit on the deck and relax with friends!

Our famlly picnic is August 25" at 1:00pm. We are asking the auxiliary to donate
desserts and raffle baskets. Hope to see you there.

Our new Historian is Sally Hunt. Our new chaplain is Mary McQuade. If you know
of any members who are ill, passed on or just need some encouragement please give
Mary a call at 786-5071 so we can get a card out.

I wish to thank all those who donated baked goods for our bake sales and to all who
volunteered for everything. Our volunteers keep us strong.

The first meeting for our new year is Tuesday September 3™ at 7 pm. We would love
to have some new members and always welcome new ideas. Reflect on that over the
summer and join us in the fall.

Have a great summer
For God and Country
Jackie Reece Auxiliary President

BOARD PRESIDENT: Hello Legion Family, Did you know the Board of

Directors meet throughout the year, every month! This is so we can take care of the Post.
Something new that the Board has started; one board member will be at all functions that
people have rented, whether in the Hall or the Pavilion to monitor activities.
Unfortunately even though when they sign a contract to rent our facilities the rules
regarding alcohol are not always followed. If people bring alcohol in to the Post we can
lose our liquor license. And so even though a few have brought in alcohol we must act. If
alcohol is found at a party, not purchased from the Post it will be removed, and/or the
contract shall be terminated. Gary King & Diana Hamm go over all contracts with people
wishing to use our facilities, it is also on the contract and people still do not follow the
contract. As President of the Board it is my responsibility & each Board Members
responsibility to keep our Post open, maintained & safe. Remember our Legion Family
Picnic will be Sunday August 26th, from 1pm - 4pm. There is no cost to members and
their immediate family. Any other guests usually pay $5.00. See you there! Please have a
safe summer.

Board President
Joe Irons

Now that summer is finally here the riders have many events
coming up: 7/12, 8/9 & 9/13 grilling on the deck from 530-730.
AMERICAN LEGION RiDERs  Standard menu with the new rib-eye steaks and salads that were a
great hit last year will be added again this year. Our riders are riding in other Legion
group events this year in hopes of bring more attention to post 1700 and our events.
Recently our riders participated in the Post 189 benefit ride to support the Oxford
Veteran’s facility.

We stopped at the Oxford Veteran’s facility and had a chance to talk to some great
Veteran’s. $5000.00 dollars was raised for their event. 1700 legion Riders were happy to
be a part of this event. The Legion Riders would also like to thank all who were able to




attend their June grilling on the deck or the poker run. The Poker run drew in 18 riders,
was a beautiful day. Would like to thank the Endicott PD for escorting the ride to the city
limits And Sue Brink for donating a large mac salad for the cook out. The ride was fun
for all and the cook out afterwards was great. Both events were a great success. Hope to
meet more of the community at our upcoming events. Thank you for your support.

Riders Lead the Way!
Director: Ed Robinson

The right to be Legionnaires

When is a war a war? When bullets, bombs, missiles or weapons of mass destruction are
aimed at American service members. Size, scope media coverage - none of it matters
when someone is trying to kill you. The fact is, the United States has been at war since
Dec. 7, 1941 Nearly 1,600 American service members have been killed or wounded in
Hostile operations during periods that were not recognized or declared by the U.S.
government as times of war. Now here's the rub. The American Legion was chartered by
congress as a "wartime Veterans organization.” At the time of our founding in 1919,
World War I - then known as the "Great War" - was supposed to be the "war to end all
wars." As we all know, it wasn't. For too long, veterans have wondered why only those
who served during designated wartime eras could join The American Legion' We

mean it when we answer, "It takes an act of Congress.” On Feb. 14, Sen. Kyrsten Sinema,
D-Ariz., introduced the Let Everyone Get Involved in opportunities for National Service
Act (aka the LEGION Act), S. 504. A companion measure, H.R. 1641, has been
introduced in the House by Reps. Lou Correa, D-Calif.,. The LEGION Act would open
The American Legion's membership eligibility dates from Dec.7, 1941 to a time as yet
determined by the U.S. government that we are not at war. If signed into law this bill
would fulfill Resolution No. 1, passed unanimously by the Legion's National Executive
Committee last October. Should congress take action to expand our organization's
charter, hundreds of thousands more veterans would have access to American Legion
programs and benefits for which they are currently not eligible. Again, the LEGION Act
recognizes that the United States has been continuously engaged in a state of war since
World War Il. Whether a veteran served during the Cold War or a hot one, he or she took
the same oath to support and defend our Constitution against all enemies, foreign and
domestic. This legislation is a great way to say "thank you." We believe that all veterans
who served honorably on federal orders since Dec. 7, 1.941, have earned the right to be
welcomed into the ranks Of The American Legion. They have earned the right to enjoy
the camaraderie and privilege of belonging to the nations most influential and active
Veteran’s service organization. The American Legion's founders did not distinguish
between those who fought in the trenches of Europe and those stationed in the United
States or at sea. They acknowledged that Service members went where the government
sent them and that they were all part of the war effort. Encourage your representatives
and senators to support the LEGION Act, because all veterans deserve recognition for the
risks they faced while in uniform, regardless of when and where they served. Let's give
them the opportunity to join their brothers and sisters in arms in The American Legion.
The above was written by National Commander Brett Reistad
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Post 1700 August 2019
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LEGION FAMILY PICNIC
August 25, 2019 1-4pm

Free to all members
Guest $5.00

Be sure to like us on Facebook: American Legion Post 1700 and stop by the website for
updated information www.GFJPost1700.org If you have something you would like included
in the newsletter the Deadline for next newsletter articles is August 15, 2019. Email them to
Maggie Gagliardi mgagliardi@stny.rr.com and Gary Denmon gdenmon@stny.rr.com
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