
    

 

     

      June – July 2011 
            I would like to thank our Legion family for your support over the last year and 

look forward to serving as Commander of Post 1700 for another year. Bob Wood is our 

new 1
st
 Vice Cmdr and working on Membership plus my Adjutant. Ron Reece, 2

nd
 Vice 

Cmdr working on Post Activities, Debbie Roehms, 3
rd

 Vice Cmdr will be organizing our 

Family Picnic on August 28th. Debbie really planned a great party last year with her 

committee. Ray Beebe’s our Historian this year. Barb Beebe was elected as Chaplain and 

for a second year in a row, Gary King as Sgt-at-Arms.  

 There was a logistic problem with voting at May 3, 2011. In the last newsletter, 

we stated voting would be from 2pm to 7pm, which did not happen. The ballot box was 

not found until 4:30 pm. I spoke with Bob Hunt, Barb Beebe, Rob Jensen and Gary King 

along with Bob Wood. We could not hold an election because those members who came 

to vote from 2pm till 4:30 pm were not able to cast their vote. Bob Hunt withdrew as 

Chaplain and Rob Jensen withdrew as Sgt-at-Arms, thus the Chaplain and Sgt-at-Arms 

were uncontested and the Adjutant cast a vote for Barb Beebe and Gary King. 

  I apologize for the confusion, this will not happen again. For those Legion 

members who had came to vote, I Thank You for coming in to cast your vote. Tuesday, 

June 7
th

, will be our last meeting before the summer. There will be no Post meetings until 

Tuesday, September 6
th

, at 7pm. 

 Tuesday June 14th is Flag Day. There will be a Flag Retirement Ceremony at 

7PM at the Post outside near the Flag Retiring Pit. Please come out and help us 

HONOR these Flags as they are retired. 

 Starting in June we will be Grillin on the Deck with Ron Reece. He did a great job 

last year with his grilling. July will bring us our Nation’s Birthday, Monday, July 4th, 

please party safely. July 14-16, Binghamton will host the 93rd Department of New York 

Convention @ the Broome County Veterans Arena. We will be planning some offers at 

the Bar to try to bring some of the Legion Family to our Post.  My thanks to all the 

members who came to help with the Clean Up Day this past Saturday, May 14th, we had 

fun! Thank you all and God Bless everyone. Our Boys State Juniors are Joseph Trembly 

and Eric Becker from UEHS – Congratulations & Good Luck! 

                     For God and Country, Joe Irons, Commander 

 

From 13 to 50 stars and still flying strong! 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
 12 April 2011-Raymond F. Minni – 84 - WW11 US Army - GFJ Post 1700  
Receive , O Father, the soul of our comrade Raymond Minni departed, and grant him an 

entrance into Your heavenly kingdom, where he may know the joy of everlasting life 

according to the promise of our savior Jesus Christ, Amen 

 Now that summer is fast approaching graduations & vacations will soon be here 

and our highways & by ways will be filled with automobiles; I have chosen a 

DRIVER”S PRAYER for all our travelers… God, Our Father, You led Abraham from 

his home and guarded him in his wanderings. You guided him safely to his destination 

You had chosen for him. Be with us now as we travel. Be our safety every mile of the 

way. Make us attentive, cautious and concerned about our fellow travelers. Make our 

highways safe and keep us from all danger. Guide us to our destination for today and may 

it bring us one day closer to our final destination with YOU, Amen. 

  

  Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary, 

  Spring is here, flowers are blooming, the grass is continually being cut and 

summer is right around the corner.  As it is nearing the end of the 2010-2011 Auxiliary 

year I am sending my heartfelt thanks to every Unit 1700 member who volunteered in 

some manner successfully supporting our Post as well as our community. 

   From preparing food for our Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day luncheons, the 

Pancake breakfasts and bake sales, children’s Halloween and Christmas parties, 

supporting our youth through scholarships and the Girl State Leadership program, 

helping the young and not so young in their time of need, our successful fund raisers, and 

many other items that needed taken care of at the Post—you were there to give your 

support when it was needed. 

 At our May meeting the following officers were installed by Broome County 

Auxiliary President Lyndell Olbrys.  They are as follows: President-Marie Williams, 1
st
 

Vice President- Sandy Denmon, 2
nd

 Vice President- Paula Shofkom, Secretary- Jackie 

Reece, Treasurer- Maggie Gagliardi, Chaplain- Marion Koffel, Sgt.-at-Arms-Vickie 

Mauro and Historians- Pat Vandermark and Carrie Roth. 

 Best wishes to Kendra Bessemer, our 2011 Girl State representative as she travels 

to Brockport for this summer’s conference.  

We will have our last meeting for this Auxiliary year on Tues. June 7
th

.  Grilling 

on the Deck begins this month on Friday evenings and continues through the summer.  

Come visit the Post on June 11
th 

for the Pig Roast... 

In July the New York State Auxiliary Convention will be held in Binghamton- 

this is an exciting way to see how the Auxiliary functions on the state level and what the 

impact is to each Unit. 

Things to keep in mind-- the annual Family Picnic to be held in August and our 

children’s Halloween Party in October. I wish everyone an exciting and fun filled 

summer!      For God and Country,   Marie Williams 

 

 



Board of Directors message 

About 10 years ago I joined the American Legion at Post 1700. I’d stop at the bar. I’d 
have a couple beers and leave. Over time I did get to know some of the guys after 

several years I was encouraged to get involved by running for the board of directors.  I 

didn’t expect to win but I did.  By participating, I learned more about what the American 

Legion is about, what we do for the kids and community and what the needs of the post 

are.  A couple years ago I was asked to attend the American Legion College. I went and 

learned more about what the Legion is about and developed more of an interest.  I started 

attending Post meetings and found more ways to be involved.  Now I am the president of 

the Board of Directors and Sergeant-at-Arms for the Post and involved in several 

activities.  I have made a lot of great friends, enjoyed a lot of great social activities and 

have a feeling of satisfaction by serving the American Legion and the Community. I 

make it a point to introduce myself to new people at the post I have not met and I 

encourage other members to do the same. 
I am where I am because a few people encouraged me to get involved. I realize most 

people do not want to get involved to my level. I would like to offer encouragement for 

you to take a look at our Post activities and see if there is any area you would like to get 

involved with. 

 Here are some examples of our efforts and the results:   

We have organized a new member open house scheduled for May 22.  Over 90 

invitations have been sent out to new members who joined the Legion, Auxiliary or Sons 

in 2011 and to NYS Post 1 members who live within 10 miles of our Post.  (Post 1 

members are people who have joined the American Legion in NYS but are not associated 

with a local post.) The invitation includes families so we can try to increase interest and 

membership in Auxiliary and Sons.  The invitation asked that they call by May 15 to let 

us know if they if they are coming so we can plan food.  Sadly, as of today, May 15, we 

have had only one response.  We will still be at the post for the open house on May 22 

and I am hoping I can report a better success story in the next newsletter. 

 We just had our annual Post cleanup day yesterday, May 14.  We had 25 

participants working 4 hours.  We have a Post membership of around 465 people.  I’ve 

been to other posts and the condition of this one is second to none that I have seen. These 

25 are mostly the same people who are usually there to work our fund raising dinners and 

breakfasts and participate in other post activities. Here are their names: 

Bob Haynes (House and Kitchen chairman and organizer), Dave and Maggie Gagliardi, 

John and Pat VanWezenbeeck, Ron and Jackie Reece, Gary King and Paula Shofkom, 

Ray and Barb Beebe, Bob Siglin and Debbie Roehm, Gary and Sandy Denmon, Diane 

O’Brian and Phil Dillenbeck, Charlie Verno, Ken Lane, Ed Dougherty, Harold Farr, 

Sandy Potter, Joe Irons, Ken Crump, Marie Williams.  I hope you will thank them when 

you see them.  

Our Post social activities this year has been the New Year’s Eve party, the Sadie Hawkins 

Day event, Trivia Night and Kentucky Derby night.  Again, although advertised, we had 

pretty much the same 2 or 3 dozen people. The events were well organized and a lot of 



fun.  We had a couple at the last one who do not usually attend the events and they said 

they had a blast.  I expect we will see them at other events. 

 Bottom line, folks,  we have a meeting place that is well cared for, a place to 

establish and develop a lot of friendships, attend fun social events and, most of all, do 

things that support the community and veterans.  Our fund raising supports college 

scholarships, Boys and Girls State attendance, youth activities and many other things.  

I am enjoying all these things because I was encouraged by a couple of people.  I am 

offering you the encouragement to get involved too. Most everything we do is posted in 

our newsletter and on our website at http://www.gfjpost1700.org 

 Looking forward to seeing more of you at the Post. 

 

Sincerely, Gary King, President, Square Deal Homeowners Association, Post 1700.    

 

 

News from Squad 1700 

  

 Well, it's that time of year again, everyone’s getting their spring cleaning done 

and readying for the summertime activities and barbeques.  Many thanks to all who came 

out and helped with Spring Cleaning Day at the Post.  We held our 1st of 2 Meat Bundle 

Raffles for Memorial Day Weekend and it was a big success!  Thank to everyone who 

supported the SAL by purchasing tickets.  2 more bundles will be raffled off.  One being 

held for the 4th of July weekend and again for Labor Day weekend. 

  The Legion Family picnic will be held in August again this year!  We are looking 

for another great turnout this year.  Anyone interested in volunteering their time and 

efforts with the picnic, please contact Deb Roehm.  It would be greatly appreciated! 

  Here's hoping everyone has a healthy and enjoyable Summer!  Be sure to stop 

down to the POST on Friday nights for Grilling on the Deck.  Always great food and 

good times!!! 

  We held our SAL elections at the May meeting and your newly elected officers 

are as follows: Commander--John VanWezenbeeck, Vice Commander--Gary Denmon, 

Treasurer--Dave Barkofsky. Best of luck to all the new 2011-2012 officers! 

Our Boys State attendee is Robert Cebula – Have a great week at SUNY Morrisville. 

  In closing, I would like to say it was certainly an honor to serve as your 

Commander this past year!  I'm very proud to have had the opportunity to work closely 

will all of such devoted and dedicated people within our Legion family!  God Bless! 

     Yours Truly for the Sons, Gary A. Robinson Jr 
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JUNE   2011 

  3   Grillin on the DECK 5:30 -7:30pm 

  5   Broome County Convention Post 80 

  7   Post 1700 & Auxiliary Unit 1700 Mtg 7 pm 

10   Grillin on the DECK   5:30-7:30pm /*Johnny Stars*     

11   6
th

 Dist Convention Dinner Elmira Hgts Post 154 

12   6
th

 Dist Convention-Elmira Hgts Post 154  

14   Flag Day Retirement Ceremony -7 PM 

16   Squaredeal Homeowners Assoc – Bd of Directors Mtg 6:30pm 

17   Grillin on the DECK – 5:30 -7:30pm 

24   Grilling on the DECK 5:30 -7:30 pm/ *Johnny Stars* 

26  June 26 - July 1 ~ Boys State SUNY Morrisville 

 

 

 JULY 2011 

  1     Grillin on the DECK 5:30 – 7:30pm 

  4       Happy
 
 JULY  4

th
 ~ Independence Day  

  8     Grillin on the DECK 5:30-7:30 pm 

 14    Bd of Directors Mtg - 6:30 PM  

 14 -16  Dept of NY Convention – Veterans Arena Binghamton 

 15    Grillin on the DECK 5:30-7:30pm /Johnny *Stars* 

   16     Dept of NY Convention Parade - Binghamton, NY  

   22     Grillin on the DECK 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

   29     Grillin on the DECK – 5:30- 7:30 pm/Johnny *Stars 

 

FYI ~ For those of you who read the POSTER online – come to the Post 

to pick up your copy of my insert of   “When a Veteran Dies”  

  Keep it with your important papers such as DD214’s etc… 

  
 



 
 
 
 

 

For those who have not paid your 2011 Dues – this is 
your last POSTER! 

You know what you have to do! 
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