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JULY 4, 1776 ~ Declaration of Independence 
 

 
 
  

Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence? 

What fates befell them for daring to put their names to that document?   Five signers were captured by 

the British as traitors and tortured before they died. Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned .Two 

lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary Army, another had two sons captured. Nine of the 56 fought 

and died from wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War. They signed and they pledged their lives, 

their fortunes, and their sacred honor. Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven were merchants, 

nine were farmers and large plantation owners; men of means, well educated. But they signed the 

Declaration of Independence knowing full well that the penalty would be death if they were 

captured. Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by 

the British Navy. He sold his home and properties to pay his debts, and died in rags. Read more 

at http://www.snopes.com/history/american/pricepaid.asp#0xtETZUV8tEqwIuc.99 
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Congratulations to newly elected Post Officers; Commander-Robert Wood, 1

st
 Vice Cmdr-Butch 

Nabinger, 2
nd

 Vice Cmdr-Ron Reece, 3
rd

 Vice Cmdr-Charles Duval, Chaplain-Barbara Beebe, Historian-

Joe Irons, Treasurer/Membership-Robert Wood, Sgt-at-Arms-Jerry Robinson and Service Officer-Butch 

Nabinger. 

 

Thank you to the eleven out of the possible 600 Legion Family Members who volunteered their 

time on the annual Post Clean Up Day on May 10
th

. 

 

On May 8
th

  Barbara Beebe received the American Red Cross Military Real Hero Award 

nominated by the 204
th

 Engineer Battalion  and sponsored by Lockheed Martin on having the courage to 

speak out to the Legislative Committee in Albany, our local  Communities, our Veterans and High School 

students on suicide thus saving lives. 

  

On May 15
th

 Ray (Butch) Nabinger was honored as one of the Veterans of Distinction by the 

Broome County Legislature.  On May 20
th

 both Ray & Barbara Beebe, as a “couple” were inducted into 

the New York State Senate 2014 Veterans’ Hall of Fame by Senator Tom Libous in Albany. 

Congratulations Butch & Ray & Barbara Beebe on well deserved recognitions. Butch, Ray & Barbara 

have held many Legion Officer positions from Post, County and 6
th

 District. 

 

  Memorial Day Parade in Endicott will be on May 26
th

 at 10:30 am, Memorial Ceremony will be at 

Endicott Veterans Park at 11:00 am.  The Broome County Parade will be on Main Street, Binghamton 

the same day starting at 2:00 pm.  The Legion will be raising the flag at the Post at 8:00 a.m.; there will 

also be the same ceremonies at GFJ Park on Mills St. then Route 26/Nanticoke Dr. after that. 

 

The monthly All-U-Can Eat Spaghetti Dinner will be on June 2
nd

 & July 7
th

 for $5.00, 

meatball/sausages cost extra.  

   

 Flag Retirement Ceremony will be held on June 14
th

 at 10:00 a.m. at the Post. Please bring in any 

flags that need to be retired. 

 

The Bruce A. Beebe Memorial Scholarships are being awarded to Colleen Dougherty from UEHS 

and Carley Duffek from MEHS. Congratulations and good luck with all you future endeavors. 

Congratulations to Nate Wetzelberg and Tristan Martin from UEHS for attending Boys State at SUNY 

Morrisville at the end of June.  Both boys will be honored at the School Master’s Dinner in November. 

 

This summer there will be “Grilling on the Deck” by the Legion Riders, the Post and possible the 

SAL.  Keep an eye on the Post website calendar or the marquee out front of the Post for dates. 

 

Remember, there will be no Legion meetings for July and August; next meeting will be on 

September 2
nd

 at 7:00 pm.  Have a great summer!    For God & Country, Cmdr Robert Wood 
 

  

  

 



 

    

Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary, 

 June is here—which means longer days, blooming flowers and plants, and anticipation for warm 

sunny weather ahead. Our May meeting was filled with upbeat events.  Auxiliary members selected 3 

recipients to receive our Sara Wren Memorial Scholarship.  These students, Samantha Darpino, Bethany 

Evans, and Andrew Thurston, will be awarded their scholarships during the Union Endicott Awards 

Ceremony later this month.  Congratulations to our scholarship winners and may their futures be 

successful. 

 Congratulation to Unit 1700’s incoming officers for 2014-2015: President-Marie Williams, 1
st
 Vice 

President-Sandy Denmon, 2
nd

 Vice President-Sandy Potter, Secretary-Jackie Reece, Treasurer-Maggie 

Gagliardi, Sgt. At Arms-Florence Frisbie, Chaplain-Marion Koffel, and Historians- Carrie Roth and Pat 

Vandermark.  Our officers were installed by New York State 6
th

 District President Sue Moore.  I wish to 

thank our officers for their support and camaraderie during this past year and I know we will continue 

to positively work together to make this next year just as successful. 

 I also wish to congratulate Sandy Denmon who was elected 1
st
 Vice President to the Broome 

County Auxiliary.   

 For the Legion Family Picnic, which is in August, Auxiliary members have put together raffle 

baskets.  I am hoping many members will continue to do so- it is always interesting to see how creative we 

can be. 

 I want to wish all our members a wonderful summer! 

For God and Country, Marie Williams 

NEWS FROM SQUAD 1700 
Although not as many as had been hoped, many thanks to all who came out and helped with 

Spring Cleaning Day at the Post. A lot was accomplished but of course there is still more to be done. 

Thanks to all those who helped with the SAL Veteran’s Recognition Day at the Post. Pizza and Wings 

were provided for all Post 1700 veterans. Hoping all Post 1700 Veterans who attended enjoyed this small 

token of our appreciation for your service to 

our Country.  

  We held our first Meat Bundle Raffle for Memorial Day Weekend and will continue with a 4th of 

July and Labor Day raffle. Thanks to everyone who supported the SAL by purchasing tickets. 

 There will be plenty of Friday night Grillin' On The Deck this summer put on by a variety of Legion 

family including the SAL. Keep an eye open for specific dates.  

  SAL Squadron 1700 were able to honor the Twin Tiers Honor Flight participant's in a small way 

and were  proud to have some in attendance at the airport when they returned from their long day in 

Washington, DC.  We are especially proud of our Post 1700 WWII heroes who were on the flight.  They 

were Edwin Dougherty, Sgt, Army Air Corp, Frank George, PFC, Army and Bob Hunt, PFC, Army. 

 Our Boys State attendee is Nate Wetzelberg. Hoping he has a meaningful and enjoyable week at SUNY 

Morrisville. 

 Here's hoping everyone has a healthy and enjoyable Summer! 

  

 SAL Commander, John Van Wezenbeeck 
 



 In Memoriam… 

James Sturgess, Robert Kocenko, Ralph Iannone, George Kondrach, Roger E. Lillie, Robert 

C. Ayers  
Receive O Father, the souls of our comrades Ralph, George, Roger & Robert , departed, and 

grant them an entrance into Your heavenly kingdom, where they may know the joy of 

everlasting life according to the promise of our savoir Jesus Christ, Amen . 

 
Remembering Robert Guilfoyle 

 

 In our last Poster, the passing of Robert Guilfoyle was inadvertently overshadowed by the passing of Richard 

Pedro, Dept. of NY Adjutant.  I would like to add a few of Bob’s notable achievements. 

Bobby was a Past Commander, Finance Officer, fellow Honor Guard member and Chaplain for many years, 

right up to his illness. He was a dedicated Legionnaire. Newer Post members might not know or remember the 

stepping stones of our Post 1700 officers who were part of what we are today.  Bobby was also on the 

committee to create the beautiful WW II Monument on Main St. in Endicott.  Other Post 1700 officers who 

contributed were Jimmy Benson (who died two weeks after Bob), John Scales and Marty Dardis who 

masterminded the project and through his Washington connection (otherwise unobtainable) researched each 

record of deceased veterans remembered on the markers. Many other members also contributed and Post 1700 

was the largest documented financial contributor to the Memorial. 

 Bobby, on a lighter side, was a lifelong friend starting in Our Lady of Good Council’s first communion class in 

1942.  He had a great sense of humor and always had a joke or story to tell.  Bobby was also a contributor to 

other local charities. 

 If we can’t recall our past, how can we build a better future?  Without our current and past Officers and diligent 

volunteers, it’s very easy to predict the ultimate future. Many are asked, but few respond. 

I am fortunate to have known all but a few of our Past Commanders, and have some wonderful memories. 

         Lest We Forget, 

Ed Cunningham, Past Post Commander 

 A prayer from our Chaplain Barbara J. Beebe 

 

 

With the summer season upon us, we’ll be in our cars driving here, there & everywhere; whether business or 

pleasure. Here’s a short prayer for you DRIVERS…God, our Father, You led Abraham from his home and 

guarded him in all his wonderings. You guided him safely to the destination You had chosen for him. Be 

with us now as we travel. Be our safety every mile of the way. Make our highway safe and keep us from all 

danger. Guide us to our destination for today and may it bring us one day closer to our final destination with 

You. Amen 

 



 
 

With the warm weather finally upon us, the post 1700 American Legion Riders are busy planning for 

another year.  We will be holding our 3rd annual “Poker Run” on Saturday June 7th.  The cost is 

$20/bike. Registration is 10 to 1130.  There will be a cookout under the pavilion after the run. Also, the 

Legion Riders plan on doing 4 Friday night cookouts on the deck this summer.  The dates are June 6
th

, 

July 11
th

, August 1
st
, and September 5

th
.  The cookouts will run from 5:30 to 7:30pm.  We look forward to 

having a great time visiting with all of you and enjoying some time in the sun if you have interest in 

becoming a member of our group, we meet year round on the 1
st
 Wednesday of the month at 7pm.  Our 

only qualifications for membership are that you belong to the Legion family (Legion, Sons, Auxiliary) 

and own or are the spouse of someone who owns a bike that is 500cc or larger. For more information on 

any events that we may plan during the summer, see our website:  www.alr-post1700.com or our face 

book group: “American Legion Riders Post 1700”. 

Hope to see you all soon,   

Doug Adams, Director, Post 1700 American Legion Riders 

 

Baseball Schedule   Take note** Game Schedule** (home games in bold 

print at Maine Endwell High School) 
 

·         Tuesday 6/10 at Oneonta at 6 PM ~ Thursday 6/12 at Oxford/Norwich at 6 PM  

·         Friday 6/13 vs. Cortland at 6 PM ~ Sunday 6/15 vs. JC at 1 PM 

·         Tuesday 6/17 vs. Binghamton Post 80 at 6 PM ~ Wednesday 6/18 at Binghamton Post 1645 at 8 PM 

·         Friday 6/20 vs. Oneonta at 6 PM ~ Monday 6/23 vs. Oxford/Norwich at 6 PM 

·         Tuesday 6/24 at Johnson City at 6 PM ~ Wednesday 6/25 at Binghamton Post 80 at 8 PM 

·         Saturday 6/28 vs. Ithaca at 1 PM ~ Tuesday 7/1 vs. Binghamton Post 1645 at 6 PM 

·         Saturday 7/5 at Hillcrest at 1 PM ~ Monday 7/7 vs. Endicott at 6 PM 

·         Wednesday 7/9 vs. Horseheads at 6 PM ~ Monday 7/14 at Owego at 6 PM 

·         Tuesday 7/15 at Vestal at 6 PM ~ Saturday 7/19 thru Wednesday 7/23 District 6 Tournament @  

 Conlon    Field – Double Elimination  ~  Wednesday 7/30 thru Sunday 8/3 NYS Tournament @ Utica,      

NY Double Elimination  ~ Wednesday 8/6 thru Sunday 8/10 Mid-Atlantic Regional Tournament @ 

Middletown, CT – Double Elimination  ~  Wednesday 8/13 thru Sunday 8/17 National Tournament @ 

Shelby, NC – Double Elimination   

       Roster 

Kyle Gallagher, Nick James Darnell Woolfolk, Adam Gallagher, Johnny Plouffe, Connor Wasilnak  

Dylan Wasilnak, Jason Wasilnak, Alex Zimmerman, Kyle Balmer, Kevin Barrett , Shane Burcume  

Drew Gallager, Jake Marris, Brandon Wanchisen, Ryan Cole 
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June2014 

1    Broome Cty American Legion convention Post 1700 @1 p.m. 

2    “All You Can Eat” Spaghetti Dinner @ 5:30 ~  $5.00 Meatball/Sausage - cost Extra 

3    GFJ Post 1700 Mtg 7:00 p.m. 

4    ALR mtg 7:pm 

     6       ALR   Friday Night Grillin on the Deck 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

                     OVV Mtg – 6:30 pm 

     7       ALR   Poker Run 

            10     SAL Mtg 7:00 pm 

     10 & 12 Post 1700 Baseball Game 6 p.m. 

    12     Square Deal Homeowners - Bd Board of Directors - Mtg 6:30 p.m. 

                     Sub Vets Mtg 6:30 pm 

     13 &14 GFJ Post 1700 Baseball Games 

     14     Flag Day Ceremony 10:00 a.m. 

     15     Happy Father’s Day  

     15-17-18-20-23-24-25 -28    GFJ Post 1700 Baseball Games 

            19      VVA Mtg/AVA Mtg 7 pm 

            20      Post 1700 Grillin on the Deck 

      27      SAL Grillin in the Deck & Meat Bundle Drawing - 6 p.m. 

            29      June 29 – July 3 Boys State SUNY Morrisville 

     

             July 2014 

1-5-7-9 GFJ Post 1700 Baseball 

2         ALR Mtg 7 pm 

            3         OVV Mtg 6:30 pm 

 7        “All You Can Eat” Spaghetti Dinner @ 5:30 ~ $5.00 - Meatball /Sausage - cost Extra 

5      FOURTH of JULY ~ Independence Day 238 years of Independence ~ ENJOY 

5-7-9   GFJ Post 1700 Baseball Games 

8          SAL Mtg 7p.m.  

10        Square Deal Homeowners - Bd of Directors Mtg 6:30 p.m. 

            Sub Vets 6:30 pm 

11        ALR Grillin on the Deck 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

14-15    GFJ Post 1700 Baseball games 

17         VVA & AVA Mtg 7 pm 

17-19    Dept of NY Convention – Albany – Desmond Hotel 

19 - 20-21-22-23   6
th

 District Baseball Tournaments 

25   Post 1700 Grillin on the Deck 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

30 – 31 Dept of NY Baseball Tournament 

 

** Note – See Games locations – Baseball schedule page** 

 

 
  
 
 



 
 
A MESSAGE TO VETERANS FROM THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
 via Barbara Kerr, Dept of NY Executive Secretary  
 
http://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/14228/message-to-veterans-from-the-secretary-of-veterans-affairs/ 
 
Fellow Veterans and Family Members, 

After 38 years in The Army, I am now honored and privileged to serve as your Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA).  
VA remains committed to providing the high quality benefits you have earned and deserve.  

Allegations of VA employees’ misconduct have surfaced over the last several weeks, beginning with scheduling 
delays at the Phoenix VA Health Care System. As I testified before Congress on May 15, I take any allegations about 
patient safety or employee misconduct very seriously.  The reports of Veterans’ negative experiences while seeking VA 
care are of great personal concern to me. I fully agree with President Obama’s statement on May 21, 2014: “If these 
allegations prove to be true, it is dishonorable, it is disgraceful . . . .” 

In response to these allegations at the Phoenix VA Medical Center and a number of other facilities, the VA Office 
of Inspector General is conducting a comprehensive, independent review.  In addition to the IG’s independent review, I 
ordered the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) to conduct a nationwide audit of all other major VA healthcare 
facilities to ensure understanding of, and compliance with, our appointment policy.  That audit is being conducted now 
by more than two hundred senior VHA staff.  All teams are independent of the facilities they are visiting.  You and your 
families deserve to have full faith in your VA, and we intend to earn it every day.  

As President Obama made clear to the American people May 21, 2014, “Every single day, there are people 
working in the VA who do outstanding work and put everything they’ve got into making sure that our Veterans get the 
care, benefits, and services that they need.”   

I echo that praise and commend the hard work and dedication of the vast majority of our VA employees, many 
of whom are Veterans themselves.  Every year, dedicated employees are prepared to provide care for over 8.9 million 
Veterans enrolled in VA healthcare.  Every day, VHA conducts approximately 236,000 outpatient healthcare 
appointments—about 85 million last year.   
Since 2009, we have enrolled two million more Veterans in high-quality VA healthcare, reduced Veterans' homelessness 
by 24 percent, and provided Post-9/11 GI Bill educational benefits to more than one million student Veterans and 
eligible family members.  We have opened up new presumptives for Veterans to receive long overdue care for exposure 
to Agent Orange, for combat-related PTS-D, and for Gulf War illnesses.  And, we have decreased the disability claims 
backlog by over 50 percent in the last 14 months.  We will meet our goal of eliminating the claims backlog in 2015.   

Every VA medical facility is accredited by The Joint Commission, an independent, non-profit organization that 
ensures the quality of U.S. healthcare through intensive evaluation of more than 20,000 healthcare organizations.  In 
2012, The Joint Commission, recognized 19 VA hospitals as top performers, and that number increased to 32 in 2013.  

Since 2004, the American Customer Satisfaction Index (ACSI) survey has consistently shown that, on average, 
Veterans who use VA healthcare award our hospitals and clinics a higher customer satisfaction score than patients give 
private sector hospitals.  When asked if they would use a VA medical center the next time they need inpatient or 
outpatient care, 96 percent and 95 percent of Veterans, respectively, indicated they would.  Veterans across the Nation 
are receiving quality care from VA.  We must encourage other Veterans to seek it.   

Notwithstanding these accomplishments, VA will do even better.  If any allegations under review are 
substantiated, we will act.    
As we approach our observance of Memorial Day and its special significance to our Nation, VA is re-doubling its efforts, 
with integrity and compassion, to earn your trust.   

As President Obama said, Veterans have “done their duty, and they ask nothing more than that this country 
does ours—that we uphold our sacred trust to all who have served.”    
 
And, we will, Eric Shinseki 
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Flag Day ~ June 14 2014 

“Our Country’s Emblem” 

 

God bless our Country’s emblem 

That floats o’er land and sea; 

God Bless each waving star and stripe,  

And the me who keep it free--- 

Men, who mid smoke and battle, 

 and murderous shot and shell, 

Held high the gleaming colors 

Of the Flag they loved so well 

  
Non-Profit Organization 
Post 1700 
US Postal Permit #25 
 


