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Southern Tier Landscaping in New York of September 2011  

 Flooded homes are full, of not only full of water, but also full of the memories and personal belongings 

of a family in crisis. Flooded land also means a loss of crops, animals, and income for hard-working farmers. 

The following prayer ask God to bless flooded lands and those grieving their loses.  

 Due to the horrific devastation resulting from Hurricanes Irene & Lee, as Chaplain, I wish to offer these 

prayers to our members and their families, who have been caught up in the horribleness of the flooding 

throughout the Southern Tier 

 "God of creation, You created water for life, yet water destroys life. Bless those whose lives and 

livelihoods are compromised by water in this recent September flooding here in the Southern Tier of New York. 

Comfort those grieving, angry, homeless, and afraid; be with them and remind them that, despite this crisis, You 

will never leave or forsake them though it may feel this way. Bless those affected by flood waters with new life 

and help, that they may rebuild what is lost in You. Amen  

 And for those, who were 24/7 helping the victims of this hurricane, we pray, "God of strength, be with 

The 204
th

 Engineer Battalion, our local Police and Fire Dept plus our Public Service Utility personnel, EMT’s 

and Hospitals as they bring hope to the despair of recent flooding. Grant patience, energy, hope, and kindness to 

those caring for the displaced and homeless, and let all needed supplies be available and abundant. Bless all 

sharing their hearts in emergency flood relief, that they may be Your hands and feet in the aftermath of 

flooding. 

          Barbara J. Beebe,, Chaplain 
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 Post 1700’s Commander’s message 

 To our Legion Family, September has been a rough month for many of us involved with the flooding of 

the Southern Tier including myself and possibly someone you know also may have lost important possessions 

or even their homes. As I speak, my family and I are still out of our house and may be out for weeks to come, 

but, I am so thankful that my family is safe! Many times in our busy lives we forget what is important. Even 

when my family and I were in the Red Cross Shelter @ J.C. High School we prayed together and thanked God 

that we were together and safe. I was so proud to be an American, in our hour of need I saw people from all 

walks of life pitch in and show how great America is!   

 On September 16
th

, we awarded the American Legion Silver Medal of Valor to our very own, Frank 

George, WWII POW and to Mary McQuade, wife of deceased, Alfred McQuade, Korean War POW from Post 

82. After our POW|MIA Ceremony, both Assemblywoman Donna Lupardo & Broome County Executive Pat 

Brennan came to speak to our members. The OVV stood as a Fire Watch, vigil throughout the night till 

daylight.  

  Saturday, October 15
th

, we will sponsor a Health Fair, from 1- 5 PM, right here at Post 1700. All are 

welcome!  There will be personnel from the Vet Center of Binghamton with much information for our veterans 

and the Union Ambulance EMT’s will check Blood Pressures. West Endicott Fire Dept and the Health Beat 

Health Food Store will also have someone to talk to those who come and visit our Health Fair and much more. 

  Friday, November 11
th

 is Veterans Day. The GFJ Post 1700 will be the Host Post and will provide a 

buffet in the Post Hall from 11AM - 6PM; Johnny Stars will be there in the evening. Plan to stop by our Post. 

Western Broome’s Veterans Day Parade will form at 6 PM in the Huron parking lots and step off at 6:30 PM 

and proceed down Washington Avenue.   Please come out and cheer on our Veterans. Cmdr Joe Irons 

                 

 

 I am relieved to report that there were no deaths of our Post 1700 Members but at the same time we are 

saddened by the death of two of our Broome County members Fred Elston, Past County & 6
th

 Dist Cmdr from 

Post 974 and our newly elected Broome County 3
rd

 Vice Cmdr George Szymaniak of Post 1645.  Please keep 

them in your prayers and those of our military men & women dying on foreign soil and to those soldiers who 

were maliciously killed this past September at IHOP, who also served in our US Military right here at home! 

 

As with humble hearts we pay our revenant respect to our departed comrades we recall their accomplishments 

and promise to keep the peace, for which they bought and paid for with their blood. Let us further consecrate 

our living to the real America, the real American worth fighting for. Through the many blessings Thou has 

given us, grant that we may, with compassion share with the widows and the orphans left to our care. Grant, 

O Lord, to each, courage to trust Thee always, not in the things of this world, but in Thy might and power that 

Your ways may glorify Thy Name now and forevermore. In thy Name we pray, Amen    Barbara J Beebe, Chaplain 

 

 

 



 SQUAREDEAL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION – BD OF DIRECTORS 

 

 I have been accused of being a little long winded in my previous 

write ups.  I will try to keep this short.   We need volunteers. We have over 450 members and the 30 or so 

people keeping the post operating are getting a little burned out. There are lots of ways to be involved with post 

activities, both operational and social, but I will focus on the dinners and the breakfasts that are scheduled to 

restart in October.  These are fund raisers to help pay our expenses. 

We serve dinners every Friday and breakfast on the first Sunday of the month. We need people willing to cook, 

serve tables, wash dishes, do set up and clean up.  Example: if we have 5 people willing to do dishes, each one 

would be there only once a month. Signing up for something is a way to serve the post, meet new friends and be 

involved in our community. To sign up: Legionnaires – contact Bob Hayes by e-mail  rdh477@stny.rr.com      

SAL – Contact John VanWezenbeeck sal@gfjpost1700.org Auxiliary – Contact Maggie Gagliardi   

mgagliardi@stny.rr.com or call the Post at 607-785-1700.  Leave your name and phone number and where 

you would like to serve.  Someone will call you and get you scheduled.  If you have any questions, stop in.  

There is usually someone there who can help you.  

      

Thank you,  

Gary King President, Square Deal Homeowners Association.  

 

 

     Our annual Legion Family Picnic was held on Aug 28
th

, with an unwelcome 

visitor, “Irene” at our door, but, she didn’t stop the approximately 70 members and guests who did attend.  

Hopefully everyone that made it out had an enjoyable time.  I know I did. I would like to thank everyone who 

volunteered their time and made donations to make this year’s picnic a success.  

  Special thanks to Sherry and Gary Robinson, for the generous donation of all the meat.  It was truly 

appreciated. In addition, I would like to thank the other members of the Legion family who not only donated 

their time and talent but, also food and the gift baskets that were raffled in the silent auction. Harold (Shorty) 

and Sharon Farr; Bob Haynes; Ron Reece; John and Pat VanWezenbeeck; Sandy and Bob Potter; Ron Hopkins; 

Gary King; Paula Shofkam; Charlie and Judy Verno; Phyllis and Ken Crump; Maggie and Dave Gagliardi; Joe 

Irons, Pat Benko; Ray and Barb Beebe; Miriam and Bob Wood; Bob Siglin; Miranda Warrick and Katie Carey! 

 Also, a big thank you for all those who brought all the wonderful food for us to enjoy; everything was 

delicious. I hope the list is complete, if not, please accept my apologies, it was not intentional. 

 Mark your calendars for next year’s Family Picnic - August 26
th

 2012.   

 

Thank you again, 

Debbie Roehm, 3
rd

 Vice Commander and Picnic Committee Lead 
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 News from Squad 1700 

  
 First of all, I hope all had a safe and enjoyable summer. To those who have been affected by the recent 

floods in our area, and, I believe many have in some way or another, my prayers are with you.  Also, if there is 

anything that we can do to help you at this time; let us know by leaving a message at the Post. 

  We are now beginning our busy fall and winter with many activities at the Post. 

  There is always the need for volunteers to work the breakfast, dinners, and other special events, so I hope 

members of the SAL will step up and support these activities.  There will be other opportunities to participate in 

fun activities, such as, the Pitch Tournaments, Shuffleboard League, to name a few.  I would also like to thank 

all those SAL members that have already volunteered and supported these many activities. 

  We also need more participation at our monthly meetings which are held at the 

Post on the second Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM.  If there is anything that  

anyone wants to communicate to me by e-mail, please use SAL@GFJPOST1700.ORG 

Our next meeting is Tuesday, October 11th, 2011 at 7:00 PM. 

 FYI ~ SAL 2012 Cards are in; 21yrs and over $25, Juniors and Dual Members $10. Dues can be 

paid at Post or mailed to:  Dave Barkofsky; 12 Maryvale Drive, Apalachin, NY 13732 

God Bless our Troops! 

John Van Wezenbeeck, Commander Squadron 1700 
 

 

For those of our flood damaged members ,residents and or owners, please remember you 

have only 60 days from September 13
th  

 to apply for FEMA’s Assistance!   Have you also 

come over to the Post to get the American Legion’s Emergency Fund Applications for either 

the Legion (SAL) and or the Auxiliary’s. Those members with small children remember there 

is also the Temporary Financial Assistance TFA.  The Auxiliary Warriors Financial 

Assistant   program  is explained here: 

The guidelines for this program can be accessed by internet www.deptny.org.   A brief overview of the 

guidelines is as follows:   Applicants must be a resident of New York State, currently deployed, honorably or 

medically discharged within the last five years.  Applications should be sent to the Auxiliary Dept. Office to be 

personally interviewed and  reviewed by a team in the area where the Veteran lives.   All areas of assistance 

from local county offices  and VA Service Offices should be explored by the applicant as well as assistance 

from American Legion Posts and Units in the area.   Once the application is reviewed, it will be then approved 

or not by the Department WFA committee. 

If approved, grants of a maximum total of $1200.00 would be sent directly to the creditors. 

mailto:SAL@GFJPOST1700.ORG
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October – November 2011 

            

OCTOBER 2011 
 
2 Pancake Breakfast & Bake Sale       8-1100 AM 
4 Post & Auxiliary Mtg      7 PM 
7 Friday Night Dinner      5:30-7:30 PM 
10 Broome County Mtg ~ Maine Post 1390   7:00 PM 

13  Bd of Directors Mtg      6:30 PM 
14  Friday Night Dinner *Johnny*Stars*    7-11 
15 HEALTH  FAIR      1-5 PM 
16 6th Dist Mtg – Cortland City Post 489   1PM 
21  Friday Night Dinner      5-7:00 PM 
23 National Cmdr Fang Wong Visit      
   @ Big Flats Posts 1612     4 PM 
28 Friday Night Dinner        5-7:00 PM 
  Johnny *Stars* to follow     7-11PM 
28 Dept Mike Bowen’s Visitation Dinner   6 PM 
 Post 89, Vestal 

30  Children’s Halloween Party     1-3 PM 

    

Just a reminder, we have open Pitch for everyone on Thursday 
afternoons at 1:00pm. Draw for partners, $5 entry fee. Thanks, John 
Vasilchik 

           

NOVEMBER 2011 

1 Post & Auxiliary MTG     7 PM 
4  HAM & TURKEY RAFFLE    6-9PM  

6 Pancake Breakfast & Bake Sale   8-11:00 Am        
8 Election Day@ Your Local Voting Places 
11 Veterans Day Service   Endicott Veterans Memorial Monument 11:00 AM 

 Veterans Day Parade   BNG 2 pm/Endicott Washington Avenue 6:30PM 
 Post 1700 HOST POST     11AM-6PM 

 with Johnny *STARS*     7-11PM  
14 County Mtg – Post 1305 – Stella Ireland Rd    7 PM 
17 Board of Directors Mtg          6:30 PM 

17 SCHOOLMASTERS Dinner Post 1645   7 PM 
18 Friday Night Dinners     5-7:30PM 
24 HAPPY THANKSGIVING DAY 

25 Johnny *Stars*      7-11PM 
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Health Fair 
GFJ Post 1700 - 305 Maple Street 

West Endicott 
15 October 2011 

1-5 PM 

                       
 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING    ~     CHAIR MASSAGE 

NUTRITION GUIDANCE  ~   KARATE DEMOS 

~ HEALTH CARE PROXY INFO ~ 

~ GERM BUSTERS DEMO ~ 

AND  MORE! 

  

 

 



 
 

 

Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary; 

 Looking over previous Oct/Nov newsletters I had stated that we could look forward to summer’s 

warmth being followed by fall’s beauty.  This year that also happened, but not before the occurrence of great 

devastation and destruction resulting from September’s flood.  Many members were displaced and or suffered 

unimaginable losses.  Our hearts go out to those families.  Please take note that any Auxiliary member who 

was affected by the flood can apply for the Auxiliary Emergency Fund.  Applications are available at the 

Post  

 On a lighter note, I want to thank everyone who contributed to the Legion Family Picnic where a great 

time was had by all - even in the rain. Thanks also to our Auxiliary members who helped make the POWMIA 

Remembrance Day a special evening for the American Legion Family. 

 Many events are happening in the month of October.  First is the Pancake Breakfast/Bake Sale on 

Sunday, Oct. 2nd from 8-11am.  All bake goods can be brought to the Post on Sat. 10/1 or before the 

breakfast.  Anyone wishing to volunteer for any of the breakfasts can contact Maggie Gagliardi at 748-9974, or 

at mgagliardi@stny.rr.com.  Our October meeting will be held on Tues, 10/4 at 7pm.   

Look for information at the Post regarding the Health Fair which will be held on Saturday, 10/15.   

On Sunday, Oct. 30
th

 from 1-3pm the Auxiliary will be sponsoring a Halloween Party for children age 10 

and under.  Please sigh up at the Post before Oct. 15
th

. 

 In November our Auxiliary meeting will be on Tues. the 1
st
 at 7pm. 

There will be a Ham and Turkey Raffle on Fri. 11/4 from 6-9pm.  If you can volunteer any amount of time 

please contact Maggie Gagliardi. The November Pancake Breakfast will be on Sunday, 11/6 from 8-11am. 

Post 1700 is Host Post for Veteran’s Day.  I am asking Auxiliary members to bring in a dessert as we will be 

having food out during the day.  I hope to see many members at the Parade to honor those who served their 

country. The Schoolmaster’s Dinner will be held on Thurs. 11/17. At this dinner the 2011 Girl State 

Representatives from Broome County will be honored. 

 Keep in mind that on Saturday, Dec. 10
th

, from 1-3pm.is our Children’s Christmas Party for 

children 8 and under.  Signup sheets will be at the Post in late November. 

 The Auxiliary offers scholarships to high school seniors.  Please encourage seniors who are related to a 

veteran to apply for these scholarships.  Applications can be obtained at high school guidance offices. 

 I hope that all our members have renewed their memberships.  Send in your renewals to Sandy Denmon, 

care of the Post. 

 Lastly, I want to encourage our members to continue to bring in items to be sent to Matt Warrick and his 

unit in Afghanistan- whom the Auxiliary has adopted.  We will be shipping out boxes of items requested by the 

men near the middle of each month through June, 2012.  A list of items needed is located at the Post. 

 

For God and Country,  

Marie Williams 
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 Post 1700 Honor/Color Guard Members and to those who may be interested in joining…… 

___ Will continue to participate.  

 Name_________________ Ph#  Hm ___________ & Cell______________ 

___ Will do Funeral/Memorial Service (No casket watch) 

___ Will do Graveside Service (Firing, Taps, Flag Presentation) 

___ Will  Post Colors at meetings (Possibly out of town)  

___ Will Parade (locally and/or out of town) 

___ Will Participate in Memorial Service (Ex: Memorial, Veterans Day – Monuments)   

___ Will carry Rifle/ or Flag 

___ Will Serve as “Backup” 

 We Thank “The Guard” for your many years of unending Devotion and Honorable Service and Sacrifice.  

Over the years we have received many praises of our accomplishments – including plaques, certificates, and 

trophies for our appearance and performance on Department (State), District, County, and Post Levels – in 

addition to personal compliments from Commanders and Legionnaires on every level. Due to age and health 

situations, we are in need of new Guard members. Being a willing Legionnaire is our only requirement.  

WE SALUTE YOU!   YOU ARE TRULY DEDICATED COMRADES!  

        Thank you, Jim Davis, Honor Guard,  Sgt-At-Arms   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        GEORG F. JOHNSON   AMERICAN LEGION POST 1700 
                                             COLOR GUARD 



   

What is a Vet? 
 He is the cop on the beat who spent six months in Saudi Arabia sweating two gallons 

a day and making sure the armored personnel carriers didn't run out of fuel. He is the 

barroom loudmouth, dumber than five wooden planks, whose overgrown frat-boy behavior 

is outweighed a hundred times in the cosmic scales by four hours of exquisite bravery near 

the 38th parallel.  She - or he - is the nurse who fought against futility and went to sleep 

sobbing every night for two solid years in Da Nang. He is the POW who went away one 

person and came back another - or didn't come back AT ALL. He is the Quantico drill 

instructor who has never seen combat - but has saved countless lives by turning slouchy, 

no-account rednecks and gang members into Marines, and teaching them to watch each 

other's backs. He is the parade - riding Legionnaire who pins on his ribbons and medals 

with a prosthetic hand. He is the career quartermaster who watches the ribbons and 

medals pass him by. He is the three anonymous heroes in The Tomb Of The Unknowns, 

whose presence at the Arlington National Cemetery must forever preserve the memory of all 

the anonymous heroes whose valor dies unrecognized with them on the battlefield or in the 

ocean's sunless deep. He is the old guy bagging groceries at the supermarket - palsied now 

and aggravatingly slow - who helped liberate a Nazi death camp and who wishes all day 

long that his wife were still alive to hold him when the nightmares come. He is an ordinary 

and yet an extraordinary human being - a person who offered some of his life's most vital 

years in the service of his country, and who sacrificed his ambitions so others would not 

have to sacrifice theirs. He is a soldier and a savior and a sword against the darkness, and 

he is nothing more than the finest, greatest testimony on behalf of the finest, greatest 

nation ever known. So remember, each time you see someone who has served our country, 

just lean over and say Thank You. That's all most people need, and in most cases it will 

mean more than any medals they could have been awarded or were awarded.                           

       Fr Dennis Edward O’Brien USMC 

Two little words that mean a lot, "THANK YOU" 

Remember, November 11th is Veterans Day 

 

 

 

 



 
 

2011-2012 

 Legion ~ Post 1700    Auxiliary ~ Unit 1700 
 Commander  Jospeh Irons     President  Marie Williams 

 Adjutant  Robert Wood     1
st
 Vice  Sandy Denmon 

 1
st
 Vice  Ron Reece     2

nd
 Vice Paula Shofkom 

 2
nd

 Vice Robert Wood     Secretary  Jackie Reece 

 3
rd

 Vice  Deborah Roehm    Chaplain Marion Koffel 

 Historian Ray A. Beebe     Historian Patricia Vandermark & 

 Chaplain  Barbara J. Beebe      Carrie Roth 

 Treasurer Charles Verno     Treasurer Maggie Gagliardi 

 Sgt-at-Arms Gary King 

 

Legion members meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 7 pm 

 

Auxiliary members meet at the same time  

 

         SAL ~ Sons ~ Squad 1700 

    Commander    John VanWezenbeeck 

    1
st
 Vice    Gary Denmon 

    Adjutant/Treasurer  David Barkofsky 

    Chaplain   David Gagliardi 

    Sgt-at-Arms   Harold Farr 

    Son Liaison    Ray A. Beebe 

 

SAL members meet on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of the month at 7 pm 

 

 
Squaredeal Homeowners Association 

Board of Directors   2011-2012    Members: 

 

  President  Gary King    Robert Haynes 

  V. President  Deborah Roehm   Raymond Nabinger 

  Secretary  Robert Wood    Ron Reece 

  Commander  Joseph Irons    Ray A. Beebe 

  Non-voting     Treasurer Charles Verno  Hank Shear  

 

Bd of Directors meet on the 2
nd

 Thursday after the POST Meeting 

 
     

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Are you an active member; the kind that would be missed or are you 

just contented that your name is on a list? Do you attend meetings 

and mingle with the flock or do you stay home and criticize and 

knock? Do you ever work on committee to see there’s no trick, or 

leave the work to just a few and talk about the clique? So come to 

meetings often, and help with the head & heart. So don’t be just a 

member but take an active part!   1st Tuesday of a month 

Words take from a plaque at Whitney Point Post 974 

 

  

             
George F. Johnson Post 1700 
305 Maple Street 
West Endicott, NY 13760 
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