
                        
 

 December 2011- January 201 

  

November 6, 2012 ~ Get out and vote! 

     

The future of this republic is in the hands of the VOTER, Dwight D. Eisenhower. 34
th

 Pres 

 Voting is an ongoing civic responsibility, as well as a Constitutional right, that exists 

because of the willingness of those who came before us to fight for America‟s freedom. But 

overall voter turnout has declined over the years, creating a stronger need for American Legion 

Post members to get involved with elections. With 2012 elections fast approaching, 

Legionnaires are encouraged to exercise their right to vote and motivate U.S. citizens of legal 

age to do the same.         American Legion                                    

 I believe in the United States of America as a government of the people, by the people, 

for the people; whose just powers are derived from the consent of the governed, a democracy in 

a republic, a sovereign Nation of many sovereign states; a perfect union, one and inseparable; 

established upon those principals of freedom, equality, justice, and humanity for which 

American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. I therefore believe it is my duty to my 

country to love it, to support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag and to defend it 

against all enemies.   Written 1917, accepted by the U.S. House of Representative on April 3, 1918. 

“It’s not the hand that signs the law that holds the destiny of America; it’s the hand that casts 

the vote!”           President Harry S. Truman 

P.S. The National American Legion suggest to wear your Legion cap but not to wear any Political Campaign 

materials when you go to cast your vote! 
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     Commander’s Comments       

         Save the dates information….  

    

  Sunday, October 28
th

, Post 1645 will be hosting the National Commander’s Dinner 

(Chicken Cordon Bleu). Cocktails ~ 3:00 PM, Dinner ~ 4:00 PM, ticket price $15.00.  Contact 

me by October 20
th

 to purchase tickets.  Thursday, 1 November, Post 1254 will be hosting the 

School Masters Dinner for the Boys & Girls State participants &their parents ~ 6:00 PM 

Social Hour, 7:00 PM Dinner, ticket price $17.00.  Sunday, November 11
th

, 1:00 PM, 

Veterans Day Parade (Washington Ave), Memorial Ceremony at Endicott Veteran 

Memorial Park at 11:11 A.M.  

 30 November, Post 1700 will be hosting the Luncheon for Dept Cmdr Timothy Van 

Patten’s Broome County Visitation. Post 89 ~ Vestal   Cocktails at 6, Dinner at 7pm ~ Call 

me is you wish to purchase the Dinner tickets at $16.00. 

Where were you?   Post 1700 has approximately 600 Legion Family (Legion-SAL-

Auxiliary-Legion Riders) members.  Every year we sponsor a „Family Picnic‟ on the last 

Sunday in August.  The same 15 or so people work for most of that day so members can have 

„free‟ food, drink and entertainment that were mostly donated by those volunteers.   Thank you 

for a great job of making the Picnic a success.  Why am I making a point about this?  Out of the 

600 members only 85 decided to attend or 14% of membership.  Those attending had a great 

time, especially the 50/50, Bell Jar and Chinese auction winners.  See you next year? 

 

“Bar Talk” 
One of the purposes of having a monthly meeting is to discuss what our Legion members are 

doing for our Community and our Post!   

The subjects are: Membership/Treasure’s report, Back to God/Sick Call, Americanism, 

Baseball, Historian, Boys State, POW/MIA, Oratorical, Honor Guard/Scholarships, 
House/Kitchen and Junior Shooting, Correspondences to the Post (asking for donations), 

Old Business and New Business and “For the Good of the Legion.” 

 

  Too many times I’m hearing second hand that the members who hang out at the 

bar have many opinions on many of these subjects that concern the Post.  Most opinions 

seem to be critical; maybe it’s the alcohol talking.  If you have an opinion, don’t take it out 

on the Bartenders; come to a meeting to express you concerns or opinions.  You might 

have a valid point that hasn’t been addressed or have an idea that can benefit the Post. 

           Commander Bob Wood 
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Summer is over and we should be seeing the leaves change color any day now. Our snow birds will start 

traveling south by the time the next newsletter comes out. I wish them a happy winter. The Farmer‟s Almanac is 

forecasting a cold and snowy winter in the Northeast. 

We have had an active summer maintaining the Post. The Pavilion roof looks great and we have a new heating 

system. We were considering just repairing the boiler but decided to replace it. A good thing since, while 

removing the boiler tank, it was found to be disintegrating. We are thankful for the donations that helped with 

the roof but beyond that, the two combined used up over $15,000 of our assets. We are hoping we do not face 

any more major issues in the near future. 

There are still a lot of activities coming up. Friday Night Dinners and monthly Breakfast start in October. 

(Actually the October breakfast is September 30, after that it is the first Sunday starting in November.) Check 

our calendar for other events like the Ham and Turkey Raffle and other Post Fundraisers. 

Nominations and elections for the Board of Directors will be coming up soon. Bob Haynes, Hank Shearer and 

Bob Wood have completed their three year term. 

Enjoy the fall season. Hoping to see you around the Post.  

         Respectfully, 

         Gary King, President, Board of Directors 

 

 

 

 “Volunteers” News Flash !!   

 

Mark your calendars 4 March 2013 

for the upcoming broome county‘s 

volunteer day at the NYS veterans  

   Home at oxford to help the 

residents play bingo 

Contact me at  bbeebe3@stny.rr.com  
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 Chaplain’s Corner ~ Barbara J Beebe, GFJ Post 1700 Chaplain 
 

Our comrade, Fred Raub, on 16 August 2012, entered into Post Everlasting Receive, O Father, the souls 

Fred Raub who served in the USMC and that of Elva Hunt, wife of Bob Hunt, also passed through Heaven‟s 

gates in September.  Let us keep both Fred Raub & Elva Hunt and their families in our thoughts & prayers, 

Amen. 

24 October 2012 ~ United Nations Day ~ Entering into its 88th year! 

Grant us, O God, the courage to so live with the family of Nations around the world that the end 

of strife will be the beginning of enduring peace. Grant us patience in planning with our fellow 

men around the world in which nations may resolve their differences by peaceful means. Amen 

 
 

A Veterans Day Prayer 11 November 2012 

 

Eternal and Loving God, we are so thankful for the men and women that You have raised up to serve our 

country with honor, dignity and commitment in the past and present, in war time and times of peace, in combat 

or on the home front. We remember them today as they have served with honor, dignity, courage and 

commitment.  We ask You to bless them in the sacrifices they have made to give of themselves for the cause of 

freedom. We ask You to surround them and their families with your love and protection as many continue to 

serve on the front lines.   In their times of loneliness and despair, we ask You to be their unseen hand that will 

lift them up to see a brighter day. We remember those who have lost their lives in service, and we applaud their 

selfless acts as well as their families that released them to serve. As You have blessed this nation as the land of 

the free and the home of the brave, we extend this blessing to every branch of our military, and ask that your 

continued strength and power be with us in the days ahead. We thank You that their service has not been in 

vain, and we salute them with honor today and every day. Believing that You are willing and able to hear and 

answer, we ask in Jesus Name, Amen       (Author unknown)      

     



 

Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary,  

 I hope everyone had the opportunity to enjoy the wonderful summer we had. Many thanks go to all 

those who helped out at the Family Picnic this past August; the Auxiliary Baskets put together were beautiful.  

 Sadly, one of our members recently passed away. Sincere condolences go out to the family of Madeline 

Caforio, may she be remembered fondly. 

 Our first Pancake Breakfast will be on Sunday, Sept. 30
th

 from 8-11am.  Please come and support 

our monthly breakfasts.  If you can help-- please contact Pat VanWezenbeeck at 748-0621; here‟s hoping this 

reaches you prior to that date. 

 October’s meeting is Tues ~ Oct 2
nd

 at 7pm.    We will be discussing details of our Children’s 

Halloween Happening which is on Saturday, Oct. 27
th

 from 1-3pm.  Children to age 10 are welcome to 

come- please sign up at the Post from 10/5 through 10/17. During the month of October the Auxiliary will be 

having a Poinsettia fundraiser- please place your orders with payment at the Post by Nov. 1
st
 and please note in 

this newsletter is the Order Sheet as a pullout on one side, see explanation below. 

 October is Breast Cancer Awareness month.  If you haven‟t had your yearly mammogram or Pap 

smear now is a great time to do so. Please let Jackie Reece (761-8591) know whenever you have these tests 

(between now and April) so she can compile this information to send to the County Chairperson. 

 November is always a busy month for the Auxiliary—beginning with our Pancake Breakfast on 

Sunday the 4
th

 from 8-11am.   Then we have our regular Meeting on Tues. the 6
th

 at 7pm.  Also on Friday 

the 9
th

, we will be having our annual Ham and Turkey Raffle from 6:30-9:30pm.  I hope many of you will be 

able to come and support this Legion Family event. Please contact Sandy Denmon at 786-0565 if you are able 

to volunteer at this event.  Veteran‟s Day is on Sunday the 11
th

.  We always hope to see many of our members 

and their families for the program at the Endicott Monument and also at the Parade.  

 Looking ahead to December - our Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale happens to be on Sunday the 

2
nd

 from 8-11am.  We will again be hosting the Children’s Christmas Party for children up to age 8 on 

Saturday, Dec. 15
th

 from 1-3pm.  Signups for this event will be at the Post after Thanksgiving. 

 Friday Night Dinners begin at the Post on the 5
th

 of October.  Looking forward to seeing many members 

come and check out what the “Chef” is cooking.   

 I hope everyone has a great fall and a wonderful Thanksgiving!         For God and Country, 

           Marie Williams  

            

   

The GFJ Auxiliary is raising money to purchase new tables for the Hall.  We are selling poinsettias.  The sale 

begins on 10/1; the poinsettias are 6.5 inch pots with 6 blooms.  The cost is 14 dollars ( $14.00)  per plant.  

Order forms with the money (Cash or check made out to: American Legion Unit 1700 Auxiliary) are to be 

left at the Post by 11/1/12.  For those who are buying the plants as a gift to someone in an area Nursing Home, 

arrangements will be made to have Santa deliver them.  We are asking an extra donation for delivery.  Pick up 

of the Poinsettia Plants will be at the Post for all others on 12/1.  Any questions may be directed to Pat Van 

Wezenbeeck 748-0621 
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Squad 1700 

 First of all, I hope all had a safe and enjoyable summer.  We are now beginning our busy fall and winter 

with many activities at the Post. There is always the need for volunteers to work the Post Breakfast, Friday 

Night Dinners and other special events, so I appeal to any member of the SAL to step up and support 

these activities. 

 There will be other opportunities to participate in fun activities, such as, the Pitch Tournaments, 

Shuffleboard League, to name a few. I would also like to thank all those SAL members who have already 

volunteered and supported these many activities. We also need more participation at our monthly SAL 

Meetings which are held at the Post on the second Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM. It is only about an 

hour a month and we are in serious need of additional input. If there is anything that anyone wants to 

communicate to me by e-mail, please use SAL@GFJPOST1700.ORG  . Our next SAL Meeting is Tuesday, 

October 8th, 2012 at 7:00 PM.      FYI ~ SAL 2013Cards are in.  21yrs and over $25, Juniors and Dual 

Members $10. Dues can be paid at Post or mailed to: Dave Barkofsky; 12 Maryvale Drive, Apalachin, NY 

13732.  

God Bless our Troops!     John Van Wezenbeeck, Commander Squadron1700   

 

 The Legion Riders had a great summer and we are keeping busy into the 

fall.  Membership has been growing steadily throughout the year. Our meetings are held the first Wednesday of 

every month at 7pm.  Check out our website at www.alr-post1700.com  

 Check out our Facebook page by following the link on our homepage. 

 On August 11
th

 we were able to participate in and help block intersections for the Organization of Vietnam 

Veterans Poker Run.  We had a great time and the OVV had a good turnout for their ride.  Thanks for having us 

guys. 

 Our August “Craft Beer Basket” raffle was won by Dave Bernardini.  Congrats Dave! 

As many of you know, we had been collecting items to take up to the Veterans Home in Oxford.  On September 

9
th

, we rode out to visit with the vets and deliver the items that were donated.  We were accompanied by several 

members from the post that followed us up in their cars and a few friends from the Harley Owners Group.  

Everybody had a good time. It was great to be able to spend a little time with the veterans and tell them that we 

appreciate their service to our Country.     

 We are currently holding a raffle for a 16 gallon Rigid Wet/Dry Vacuum.  It is located in the bar area at 

the Post.  Drawing is to be held on October 26
th

.  

Coming up on Sunday, October 7
th

 we will be having a “Chili Cook Off” (see flyer in newsletter).  If you 

would like to enter the contest, please contact Bill Hughes at hughes915@aol.com.  We are going to be serving 

the Chili all you can eat for $5.  You can sample as much of any of the Chili as you like and help determine the 

winners.  As always, all proceeds will go toward helping Veterans and our local community.  Come join us for 

an afternoon of fun, football, and food.    

 The American Legion Riders (ALR) will be preparing a Friday Night Dinner on October 26
th

 as 

well. The menu is still to be determined.  Stay tuned for more details. 

Thank you all for continuing to be so supportive of our group.  We hope to be able to support the Post as much 

as possible throughout the year.    Doug Adams, Director, American Legion Riders 

http://www.alr-post1700.com/
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 Please    ***   Take note!   >>>     30 SEPT Pancake Breakfast                8-11AM ** 

 October 201 
 2  Oct      Post & Aux Mtg              7:00 pm 

 3  Oct      Legion Rider Mtg              7:00 pm 

 3  Oct      Shuffle Board sign-up sheets at the Post, play every Wednesday night                      6 - 8 pm 

 4  Oct       OVV Mtg               7: 00 pm 

 5  Oct      Friday Night Dinner                       5:30 -7:00 

 7  Oct       1
st
 Annual ALR Post1700 Chili Cook-off Booth set up                   11- Noon 

 8  Oct      Broome Cty Mtg – Maine Post 1390                      12 - Noon  

 8  Oct     SAL Mtg                7:00 pm 

 9  Oct     Oxford VA Home Guild Mtg                        12:00 pm      

10 Oct      Shuffleboard                           6– 8 pm    

11 Oct     Bd of Directors Mtg                          6:30 pm  

12 Oct      Johnny Stars *Music & Karaoke*       7-11:00pm 

17 Oct     Shuffleboard                          6-8:0 pm 

19 Oct     VVA~OVA Mtg                           7:00 pm   

21 Oct      6
th

 Dist Mtg Cortland City Post 489                        1:00 pm 

24 Oct     United Nations Day ~ New York City 

24 Oct     Shuffleboard                 6-8:00 pm 

26 Oct    ALR doing Friday Night Dinner ~ plus  Johnny Stars      5-7:30 pm 

27 Oct    Children’s Halloween Party   up to 10 yrs old                    1-3:00 pm  

28 Oct     National Cmdr Visit to 6
th

 Dist Dinner @ Post1645 Cocktails 3/Dinner                   4:00 pm    

31 Oct     Halloween –“watch out for the little goblins” 

31 Oct    Shuffleboard                          6 – 8 pm      

  Please note ~ ~Activities are SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT TIMELY NOTICE! 

  Check the Post for the November Friday Night Dinners for time & menu 
            

                  
       November 2012 
1 Nov    School Masters Dinner Post 1254   (Boys &Girls State attendees & parents)       6:00 pm      

4 Nov    Fall back - Daylight Saving time ends             02.00am 

4 Nov   PANCAKE BREAKFAST            8-11:00 AM 

6 NOV    Get out & VOTE & do the right thing; it’s your privilege to VOTE 

6 Nov    Legion & Aux Mtg                          7:00 pm 

7 Nov    Shuffleboard< 6-8pm   / Legion Riders mtg>            7:00 pm 

8 Nov    OVV Mtg                         7:00 pm 

8 Nov     SUB VETS                         7:00 pm  

9 Nov    HAM & TURKEY RAFFLE                6:30-9:30pm 

11 Nov     Veterans Day – Say Thank You to our veterans not just today but every day ! 

 12 Nov    Broome County Mtg Post 1305, Binghamton              7:00 pm  

13 Nov     SAL Mtg                           7:00 pm 

14 Nov    Shuffleboard                          6:30 pm 

15 Nov    VVA ~ AVV Mtg                          7:00 pm 

16 Nov   Johnny Stars Music & Karaoke           7-11 pm 

18 Nov    Pitch Tournament     $20.00 to enter ~ signup sheet at bar                      1:00 pm     

22 Nov    HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

28 Nov    Shuffleboard                           6-8:00 pm  

30 Nov    Dept of NY Cmdr Van Patten’s Luncheon at Post 1700 / Dinner at Post 89  

30 Nov   Johnny Stars   *Music & Karaoke*         7-11:00 pm  
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October 3, 1863 President Abraham Lincoln proclaims Thanksgiving a national holiday, 

 to be celebrated the last Thursday of November  &  on the 4
th
  Thursday in November 

Thanksgiving is celebrated.  Here is “Thanksgiving Day” prayer from long ago 

 

“We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven… 

We have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity… 

We have grown in numbers, wealth, and power as no other  

Nation has ever grown” Abraham Lincoln – 1863 during the Civil War 
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