
    

 

 

 

                                      February – March 2011 

 

1919 - 2011 = 92 years 

American Legion “Veterans Serving Veterans” 
 

   
 

Members of the American Expeditionary Force convened in Paris for 

the first American Legion Caucus March 15-17. The American Legion 

was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veterans organization. 

Focusing on service to veterans, service members and communities, the 

Legion currently has about 2.4 million members in 14,000 posts 

worldwide. These posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for 

the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico and 

the Philippines.       Information from Legion .org 

 

 We, the members of the George F. Johnson American Legion Post 

1700 of the Department of New York, follow suit in caring for our 

veterans, their families & their children and our community, state & 

nation.   

Happy 92
nd

 Birthday ~ American Legion    

GEORGE F. JOHNSON AMERICAN LEGION 

POST 1700 

305 MAPLE STREET, W. ENDICOTT, NY 13760 

Post Website ~ www.gfjpost1700.org 
                   BARBARA J. BEEBE, EDITOR 
                       E-mail:  bbeebe3@stny.rr.com   

       POSTER 

CELEBRATING OVER 60 YEARS OF 

       SERVING OUR COMMUNITY, STATE & NATION 

“VETERANS SERVING VETERANS” 
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       2011-2012 

Legion ~ Post 1700  Auxiliary ~ Unit 1700 
Commander  Jospeh Irons   President  Marie Williams 

Adjutant  Robert Wood   1
st
 Vice  Sandy Denmon 

1
st
 Vice  Ron Reece   2

nd
 Vice Pat VanWezenbeeck 

2
nd

 Vice Robert Wood   Secretary  Kelly Freed 

3
rd

 Vice Deborah Roehm  Chaplain Marion Koffel 

Historian Ray A. Beebe   Historian Patricia Vandermark & 

Chaplain  Robert Hunt     Carrie Roth 

Treasurer Charles Verno   Treasurer Maggie Gagliardi 

Sgt-at-Arms Gary King 
 

   Squaredeal Homeowners Association 
 

Board of Directors   2011-2012   Members: 

President  Gary King    Robert Haynes 

V. President  Deborah Roehm   Raymond Nabinger 

Secretary  Robert Wood    Ron Reece 

Commander  Joseph Irons    Ray A. Beebe 

Non-voting     Treasurer Charles Verno  Hank Shear  

 
 I would like to thank everyone who voted for me to represent them on the Board.  If 
you have any concerns or issues that you would like addressed please let me know.  I will 
do my best to serve all members to the best of my ability.  
 Thanks again.  Debbie Roehm, VP 

 
 Having served on the Squaredeal Homeowners Assoc for over 7 years, I just want 
to say Thanks for the Memories and hope I served you well.  Barb Beebe, Past Post Cmdr 
& Past Bd member  

   SAL~ Sons ~ Squad 1700 
   Commander  Gary Robinson 

   1
st
 Vice   Gary Denmon 

   Adjutant/Treasurer David Barkofsky 

   Chaplain  John VanWezenbeeck 

   Sgt-at-Arms  Harold Farr 

   Son Liaison   Ray A. Beebe 

 



Commander’s Corner 

Happy New Years to all! I also want to wish a Merry Christmas to our Russian Orthodox 

member that was Jan 7, 2011. The holidays are behind us now as some of your officers 

will be going to the Mid-Winter Convention in Albany Jan 21 - 23. Ray and Barb Beebe, 

Ron Reece, Bob Wood and I will attend.  In March, Hill Days will be fast approaching 

and it involves a lot of walking around Capitol Hill in Albany. This is a time when we, 

Legion, members meet with our elected officials. As I was thinking about Hill Days it 

really made me think of a terrible happening with our schools in present time. They do 

not teach our children about The Bill of Rights or The Constitution of the United States 

of America. When we recite the Preamble of the American Legion we give an oath to 

uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America. Unfortunately there 

is apathy throughout our Legionnaires, not our Post but many even in Broome County.  

For instance, Barb Beebe has worked hard and served many hours working on the Annual 

Oratorical Scholarship Contest and this is the second year she has had to cancel the 

contest due to apathy of other Legions in not going the schools and get those students. If 

other post will not help then perhaps Post 1700 will have to get out to the schools and 

speak to Administrators, Teachers, and Students, so we can defend our constitution. If 

you remember just last week, the Congressmen even argued about our Constitution being 

read! Our own government leaders can't even see the dilemma of our great nation. If you 

can donate some time help us show the schools that we will not lie quietly as they destroy 

our memories of the Constitution of the United States of America. Thank you and God 

Bless you all.                       For God and Country, Joe Irons, Cmdr 

 News from the Squadron 

 Here's hoping everyone enjoyed a happy and healthy holiday season! 

  Friday Night Dinners are in full swing and each and every meal has been excellent!  Be 

sure to stop at the Post on a Friday and enjoy a great meal and then after, you can enjoy 

the music provided by Johnny Stars and partake in some karaoke too!! 

  The Lenten season is upon us with Ash Wednesday being 9 March and then our  

Lenten Fish Dinners will begin on 11 March, Good Friday included!  Some other 

important dates in March are the Hill Days, which begin 14-15 March and also the 

American Legion's 92
nd

 Birthday is 19 March, 2011. 
 Let's not forget the first Sundays of the month with the Pancake Breakfasts; start your 

day off right with a great meal at your Post! There are some new activities going on at the 

Post, which include WII Bowling and monthly Pitch Tournaments.  A lot of fun to be 

had by all!!  Tuesdays are now the SAL "Chicken Wing Night" at the Post. Stop down 

and check it out!  Great tasting wings and only $5 per dozen and what a deal that is - 

check the Calendar for dates! 

 The new 2011 Square Deal Homeowners Association – otherwise known as the Board 

Officers have been elected and positions filled.  Congrats to all!  A reminder to those who 

have not renewed their memberships! Pay your dues and please do so as soon as possible! 

 A special Thank You goes to Bob Haynes for his time and efforts installing the SAL 

Charter on the Sons Wall.  Thanks again, Bob!!  Much appreciated! 

      Yours for the SONS, Gary Robinson, Jr 
  



Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary, 

Happy winter to everyone and I hope 2011 brings happiness and well being to you. 

 A few thanks need to go out to those volunteers who spent a bit of time at the 

Post during Dec. 2010.  Thanks to Maggie Gagliardi and her December crew for 

putting on a successful pancake breakfast/bake sale.  Thanks to Pat Vandermark 

and Carrie Roth for getting our Christmas Basket items together to be put into 2 

fantastic baskets that were raffled off.  Thanks to Maggie G. and her elves for the 

wonderful Children’s Christmas Party.  And thanks to Pat VanWezenbeeck and 

helpers for organizing the New Year’s Eve Party- a great ending to 2010. 

 As 2011 began, the Post has set up a web site -for members to see what is 

going on throughout the Post as well as links to state and national Legion family 

news.  Check out the web site- (those New Year’s Eve pictures are memorable) the 

address is: www.gfjpost1700.org .   At our January meeting, our 2010 Girl State 

Representatives, Elizabeth Dickinson and Emily Mouillesseaux, came and spoke 

about their experiences at the leadership conference held this past June.  It was 

heartwarming to hear about the confidence, learning and respect they acquired in 

the process of setting up a 51
st
 state.  Thanks to these young ladies for representing 

Unit 1700.  We will be selecting a representative to the 2011 Girls State Conference 

in March. The January county meetings were held at our Post- thanks to the 

volunteers who helped to put on tasty fare for those who attended.  

 Our February 1 meeting@ 7pm and our Pancake Breakfast/Bake sale will be 

on Sunday, Feb.6th from 8-11am. If you can bake goodies for the bake sale, please 

bring them into the Post on Saturday, Feb. 5
th

.   February is also 1
st
 call for 

nominations for officers for 2011-2012.  We will be taking nominations for the 

offices of President, 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Chaplain, 

Historian and Sergeant –at-Arms at our Feb., March and April meetings with 

elections at the April meeting.  During February we will be mailing out the Cancer 

and Community fund raising tickets.  Please support this fund raiser- the profits go 

into the Cancer and Community fund which has helped many of our members who 

have been ill or have experienced a personal disaster. The winners will be picked at 

our April meeting.  March’s Auxiliary meeting is on Tues., March 1
st at

 7pm and the 

Pancake Breakfast is on Sun. the 6
th

 from 8-11am. Friday night dinners continue 

from 5-7pm. - please come and see what our various chefs are cooking.   

 We encourage members to update their current membership if they have not 

done so yet- send in your memberships to the Post c/o Sandy Denmon. 

 Please remember to encourage any high school senior to check out the 

scholarships sponsored by the Auxiliary- information can be obtained at the High 

School Guidance Office. 

 Lastly, Unit 1700 sends Dr. Sharon Wells and her family our sincere 

condolences. In December Bill Wells passed away and last month her mother, Betty 

Horan passed away and also in January,Marilyn Latham.    

      For God and Country, Marie Williams. 

 

 

http://www.gfjpost1700.org/


 

Squaredeal Homeowners Association, Board of Directors  

  We have just completed elections for the Board of Directors and we welcome 

two new members of the board, Deborah Roehm and Ray Nabinger.  Gary King was re-

elected for another three year term.  Still serving their terms on the board are: Ray Beebe, 

Joe Irons, Bob Wood, Bob Haynes, Ron Reece and Hank Shearer.  Exiting the board are 

Barb Beebe and Charlie Verno. Both of them have been very active in many areas of the 

Legion family and many thanks, from the Board of Directors, for their past and future 

service. At the directors meeting on Thursday, January 11, officers were elected as 

follows: 

        President – Gary King, Vice President – Deborah Roehm, Secretary – Bob Wood 

 Charlie Verno was appointed as Treasurer but has no vote as a director. 

   We expect to see new challenges in maintaining the property this year.  As I 

mentioned in the last bulletin, both the pavilion roof and the hall air conditioning need to 

be replaced.  We have recently experienced problems with the boiler for our heating. We 

hope you will continue to support our fund raising activities to help maintain the 

property.  It’s a fine building, housing a lot of great people.  We are open to your 

suggestions. You can pass any concerns or ideas to any of the board members and/or 

attend our monthly meetings.  We meet on the second Thursday following the first 

Tuesday of the month.  The Post meets on the first Tuesday. 

   

 

Square Deal Homeowners Association – Board of Directors: 

Gary King, Pres & Bell Jar Chr             Deborah Roehm, V Pres & Liaison to Aux 

Bob Wood, Secretary                             Ray Beebe, SAL Liaison        

Ron Reece, Bar Chr                               Bob Haynes, Kitchen & House Chr       

 Ray Nabinger, Audit Committee Chr   Hank Shearer, Member  

Charlie Verno, Appointed Treas            Joe Irons, Commander    

  Respectfully representing the Board of Directors, 

 Gary King, President    

 

~~~~~~~~~~    
Need any handicap accessories? Wheelchairs, Commodes & 

Walkers are available! Just call the Post 785-1700 
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“HOUSE NEWS” by bOb Haynes 

 

Well, we have some great POST 1700 Activities of interest to our whole Legion 

Family available   AND… as … Bob Haynes says….”YOU! Got to GET OFF Your 

DUFFS and come on over & STOP THAT CABIN FEVER!  SUPPORT YOUR 

POST!”  

 

 “Wii Bowling”                

 

 

 

           Shuffleboard every Wednesday 

      Night 6:30pm 
 

 

                    We also have Pitch Tournaments! 

          February 13
th

   ~    1 PM 
 

  The SONS have a WING NIGHT on Tuesdays ~ 6 – 8 PM  

$5.00 a Dozen ~ Check calendar! NO Wings on the first 2 Tuesdays 

 

 SUPER BOWL SUNDAY ~ 6 FEBRUARY  2011 

 Bar & Lounge open for entire game with Pizza & Snacks 
     Ron Reece, Bar Manager 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartguide.com/_named_clipart_images/0511-0902-0913-3429_Bowling_Ball_Knocking_Bowling_Pins_Down_clipart_image.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0511-0902-0913-3429.html&usg=___B2V7XVtltXuAUF3ndCoAU3ZIu8=&h=324&w=350&sz=67&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=bgR_uvuYfFeXcM:&tbnh=142&tbnw=151&ei=a1o3TYzTHdSdgQfDzICkAw&prev=/images?q=bowling+clip+art&um=1&hl=en&sa=G&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS379US379&biw=1419&bih=603&tbs=isch:1,ic:gray&um=1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=690&vpy=242&dur=1482&hovh=216&hovw=233&tx=160&ty=116&oei=a1o3TYzTHdSdgQfDzICkAw&esq=1&page=1&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:0
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.recrooms.com/images/HowToPlay/Rules Images/shuf2.gif&imgrefurl=http://midwesterngentleman.com/?p=195&usg=__M3rJcynGgyASnO_gV0nwGkRs0Bg=&h=245&w=410&sz=13&hl=en&start=16&zoom=1&tbnid=Zq8h4lAQhriQ5M:&tbnh=100&tbnw=168&prev=/images?q=shuffleboard+table&um=1&hl=en&sa=G&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS379US379&biw=1419&bih=603&tbs=isch:1,ic:gray&um=1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=736&vpy=306&dur=1575&hovh=173&hovw=291&tx=171&ty=83&ei=EhopTfHlDYG0lQeindGfAQ&oei=DBopTdIIhoqXB6PqiM8L&esq=2&page=2&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:12,s:16
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.chaipeking.com/pictures/bucket.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.chaipeking.com/&usg=__D4OrQBtmLXZW4qDiPt17dayxrXs=&h=107&w=87&sz=2&hl=en&start=22&zoom=1&tbnid=DSVCT6nZz30ozM:&tbnh=88&tbnw=71&prev=/images?q=hot+chicken+wings&um=1&hl=en&sa=G&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS379US379&biw=1419&bih=603&tbs=isch:1,ic:gray&um=1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=626&vpy=382&dur=63&hovh=88&hovw=71&tx=79&ty=47&ei=lRcpTZSmBMOAlAeRopScAQ&oei=bhcpTd_LKMSclge6pZzUBA&esq=9&page=2&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:20,s:22
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George F. Johnson Post 1700 Family Fundraiser 

to benefit the Legion, Auxiliary & SAL Programs  

 
$10.00 for a chance of winning 

 1
st
 Prize$1500.00 

 2
nd

 Prize $1000.00 

3
rd

 & 4
th

 Prize at $250.00 each 

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Cut along the dotted line & return this Ticket & $10.00 

to 

 GFJ Post 1700 - 305 Maple St, W. Endicott, NY 13760 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefit Programs of American Legion Post 1700  

Legion ~ Auxiliary ~ SAL 

 1
st
 Prize$1500.00 2

nd
 Prize $1000.00  3

rd
 & 4

th
 $250.00 each 

Drawing 1 May 2011at 8 PM at Post 1700 

$10.00 Donation for ticket 

Name__________________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number __________________________________ 

 

 

We reserve the right to return your money if less than 

 300 tickets are sold! 

  



 

 

A little remembered date in History coming alive in a few days! 

3 February 1943 ~ The Four Chaplains 

      
 

 It was known as Torpedo Junction, the U-boat infested, icy waters of the North Atlantic 

during WW11  & on February 3, 1943, the  USAT DORCHESTER, an old coastal 

steamer quickly was pressed into military service, was slowly making her way though 

those waters bound for Greenland. An enemy submarine, stalking the ship undetected, 

fired a torpedo toward the ship’s aging flank. The missile exploded in the boiler room, 

destroying the electrical supply & releasing suffocating clouds of steam & ammonia gas. 

Many died instantly; some were trapped below deck. Taking on water rapidly, the ship 

began to list to starboard. Unable to use flares due to security, the nearby ships never 

knew the DORCHESTER was in distress. The 4 Chaplains help calm the men & got them 

into lifejackets & when the supply of jackets ran out the 4 Chaplain gave up their jackets 

to the men. Too quickly the life boats ran out and many men were left on board. When 

last seen the men & the 4 Chaplains were standing hand in hand praying, arms link in 

friendship and heads bowed in prayer, they sank beneath the waves. The DORCHESTER  

 sank with her 668 men, who perished along with their 4 Chaplains, some 68 years ago. 

George FOX (Methodist), Alexander Goode (Jewish), Clark Poling (Dutch Reformed) & 

John Washington (Roman Catholic). The self –sacrifice of the 4 Chaplains was a heroic 

act. It was not the only heroic act aboard the DORCHESTER. But it was the identity of 

these four young men, representing three great faiths of the American people that adds 

symbolism to their sacrifice. It is our charge to see that this brief but significant, portion 

of American history is not lost and that the lessons of cooperation and selfless are 

proclaimed.  Information from Chaplain’s Manual 

      Broome County Chaplain, Barbara Beebe 

 16 Dec 2010 - Williams Wells – 68 – US Army - Vietnam    
    22 Dec 2010 – Thomas Brown – 84 – US Navy – WW11 
To our men & women of todays military we pray….   
O Lord, God of hosts, stretch forth, we pray, your almighty arm to strengthen 
and protect our military men & women of our country. Support them in the day 
of battle, and in the time of rest and training, keep them safe from all evil. Endue 
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them with courage and loyalty; and grant that in all things, they may serve 
without reproach; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen       Bob Hunt, Chaplain 

                       
February 2011  

  1  Post 1700 & Auxiliary Meeting 7 pm    

  4  Friday Night Special 5:30-7:30 pm 

  6  Pancake Breakfast & Auxiliary Bake Sale - 8 - 11:30 AM  

 * Super Bowl Sunday – Post OPEN throughout entire game – pizza & snacks too!* 

  8   SONS Squad 1700 Mtg 7 PM  

10   Board of Directors Mtg – 6:30 PM  

11    Friday Night Special ~ / Music with *Johnny Stars* 

12   Lincoln’s Birthday 

14    Broome Cty Mtg – Post 80 - 7 PM - Binghamton ~ Valentines’ Day  

15  SAL WING NIGHT - $5.00 a doz 6-8 pm 

18    Friday Night Dinner ~ Prime Rib Soup & Salad 

21   Presidents Day 

22    Washington’s Birthday – SONS WING NIGHT $5.00 a doz 6-8 pm 

25    Friday Night Special ~ Chicken & Biscuits/ Music with *Johnny Stars* 

               

                                           

             
 March   2011 

  1   Post & Auxiliary Mtg – 7 PM 

  4   Friday Night Special ~ Pasta & Meatballs   5:30-7:30 pm 

  6   Pancake Breakfast /Color Guard Bake Sale 8 - 11:30 AM 

  8   SONS Squad 1700 Mtg 7 PM 

  9  ASH WEDNESDAY – Lent Begins  

10   Bd of Directors Mtg - 6:30 PM  

11   Friday Night Lenten Fish Dinner ~ 5:30 -7:30 / Music with *Johnny Stars* 

13   Daylight Saving Time Begins - Spring Forward 

 14   Broome Cty Mtg – Post 89 Vestal - 7 PM/ Hill Days ~ 14
th

 - 15
th

 Albany, NY 

 15 SONS WING NIGHT $5.00 a Doz 6-8 pm 

 17  Happy St Patrick’s Day 

 18 Lenten Fish Dinner 5:30 -7:30 pm 

 22 SONS Wing Night $5.00 doz 6-8 pm 

 25 Lenten Fish Dinner 5:30 -7:30 pm 

 29 SONS Wing Night   $5.00 a doz 6-8 pm 
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Veteran Information Nights…. 
The American Red Cross will be hosting “Veteran Information Nights” each month 

to serve veterans that have served our country and their families.  If you are a 

veteran or veteran family member please join us to learn about assistance and 

benefits that are available to veterans.  Information nights will be held at the 

Southern Tier American Red Cross, 620 East Main St., Endicott NY 13760.  Free 

Refreshments and “Vet Kit” will be available to each veteran that attends.   

Bring DD-214 or proof of military service. 

  February 22
nd

:  GI Bill - Applying Educational Benefits. 

 March 22
nd

:    “How to write a resume/Interview for a job”. 

April 18
th

: How Children (of ALL ages) cope with Deployment and Homecoming. 

 May 24
th

:   VA Healthcare. 

 June 28
th

: Local Community Agency Night. To reserve your spot or for more 

information, Please call (607)785-7207 Ext 319. 
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