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“VETERANS SERVING VETERANS”
Barbara J. Beebe, Editor
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CELEBRATING OVER 60 YEARS OF
SERVING OUR COMMUNITY, STATE & NATION
“VETERANS SERVING VETERANS”

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

George F Johnson American Legion
Family wishes...
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Post 1700°s Commander’s message

This past November, we had some lows and some highs at our Post. I believe we are
the American Legion Post of the future in the Southern Tier. What we have you cannot buy,
but we can share, we have Compassion for our veterans, their families and our community.

Ray and Barb Beebe, Gary King, Paul Shepard, Nancy Patnode, Pat Ulmen (Post 89)
and SSG Jenny Raub-Scott from the NYANG in Binghamton, visited a Senior Center in
Binghamton. Ray Nabinger, Bob Wood and I were invited to Ideal Senior Living Center in
West Endicott. They asked us if we could spend about 15 minutes handing out flags. We
were there over an hour and a half. We visited as many Veterans as we could find. Some,
who were not veterans but were patriotic as they also, wanted an American Flag. Some of
the Veterans, staff and family members could not hold back the tears streaming down their
faces. I would like to have some teams of 3 or 4 Legion family members start visiting not
only our members in the nursing homes but all veterans. It is hard to visit by yourself and
much easier with a group. On Veterans Day our Ladies of the Auxiliary worked all day
preparing meals for our members and the community of Western Broome County, as we
were Host Post this year. Unfortunately the people that were supposed to come after the
parade did not show up. As [ have spoken about Americanism, our Auxiliary showed so
much love for our Veterans as they spent their entire day in our Post decorating and
cooking and arranging things.

December and January are fast approaching. Dec 4th we will meet at Post 82 to wrap
gifts, for the Veterans @ the Bath VA Home. Mon, Dec 5th, we will meet at our Post at 6 AM
to travel by bus to the Bath VA to wrap gifts for the rehab veterans. Coffee, Tea and
Doughnuts will be made available. Saturday December 10th @ Post 1254 the Broome
County Oratorical Contest will begin at 1 pm. We need to not only support our local high
school students but also help Barb Beebe in support of jobs needed to make this a great
contest. If you don't want to be a tabulator or an escort, just come with your family to be in
the Audience but wear your hats to show Legion support. As Christmas quickly approaches
please remember that Post 80, on Main St. in Binghamton will be holding their 21st
Christmas Free Meal. They need help with preparation as far out as 10 days before
Christmas. If you can spare even 1 hour call Post 80 and they can find something for you to
do. There will also be a New Year’s Party at the Post on New Year’s Eve, call the post for
details. Our Post Officers and I wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Cmdr Joe Irons

A New Year’s Prayer 2011-2012

As the old year comes to an end, let us ponder on what it has held for us. Let us be thankful
for the rich experiences it gave us — for every sympatric smile, for every tear — for the moments
which brought laughter’s melody — for nature’s loveliness, and for friendships’ beauty. Let us
also ask forgiveness for thoughts and deed unwise. As we stand on the threshold of a New
Year - let us be thankful for the opportunity to stand and peer intently, eagerly beyond the
door to so many challenges that lie ahead. May we have courage, truth and faith to meet
them without flinching and thought of self. Amen Barbara Beebe, Chaplain



2011 TAPS

Americanism

Americanism is just one of the 4 Pillars of the American Legion founded in 1919. Here is
just a small token of what we, the veterans, here at Post 1700 did for our Community of
Veterans and for our Children & Youth.

The weeks prior to Veterans Day, we received several phone calls asking for our
veterans’ to participate in many activities for both school children, veterans and our senior
citizens. Barbara was called up to provide, for the seniors who live at 110 Chenango Place,

a program for and about Veterans and that she did! She called Pat Ulmen, Post 89, Sub
Vet — Korean War, Post 1700 members Paul Shepard, USAF - Intelligence, Nancy Patnode,
USAF- first group of women as Aircraft Mechanics, Gary King, USAF, Weather plus Legion
Riders/Patriot Guard, myself, USAF- 7 of my 26 years serving on Air Force One at AAFB,
Barbara Beebe, USAF - Air Passenger Specialist, SSgt Jenny Raub-Scott, NYANG - Iraq.
Barbara was able to have Rick Pedro as their “Pianoman” and what a delight!

We sort of had a mini Veterans Day service by reading the Woman Veteran by SSGT
Jenny and for the “family member” reading by Eleanor who played out “Eleanor Roosevelt”
as the First Lady.

Bright and early at 0730 for 3 days we were at A G McGuiness School with Bill
Przybysz , Barbara, Jim Davis, Nancy Patnode and myself who where we read articles
regarding veterans & Veterans Day plus Bill & I folded our Flag while Barb read the 13
Folds. Barbara & I along with 2 active duty Army soldiers participated in C F Johnson
School’s program of the “White Table”{POW MIA} and last but not least an afternoon at the
Broome County Children’s Home in Hillcrest at the request of 1st Lt Kevin Krause
NYANG/IRAQ & his wife Valerie, who both are staff members of the children’s home. The
children, themselves did a wonderful program and the grand finale was folding the Flag
while Barb read thel3 Folds. Having the children help hold the flag was an exciting end to
a great afternoon. Barbara & I visited Woodlawn Manor & Susquehanna Nursing home
couple of weeks prior and then, during Veterans Day week Ed Cunningham & Jim Davis
were there. Our Cmdr Joe Irons, Ray Nabinger & Bob Wood took on Ideal Nursing Home,
bringing flags and visiting the Veterans with well wishes.

All it takes is a little bit of Your time and a handshake to those veterans to literally
make their day. For those of you who are retired and tired of doing the same old
thing...why not visit a vet! They’re out there and we’ll let you know where they are!

Ray Beebe, Americanism Chr
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Squad 1700 News

The Ham and Turkey Raffle did not have the turnout we had hoped but was still a success. Thanks to all those
who volunteered their time. A Reminder, please get your 2012 dues paid as soon as you can. The ‘Early Bird’
Dinner is Wednesday, December 7th from 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM for all those who have paid their dues by then.

We are taking orders for the SAL T-shirts. There is one on display at the Post; if interested you can
leave your name and size. The Annual Post Family Children’s Christmas Party will be held Saturday,
December 10th from 1 to 3 PM. If you have young children or grandchildren, be sure to sign up at the Post.
I had the opportunity to attend the Broome County Schoolmasters Dinner on November 17th at Post 1645. Our
Squadron sponsored Robert Cebula at Boys State this year and attended the dinner along with Robert and his
parent’s Pat and Jim.

The Post is having a New Years Eve Dinner Dance again this year and tickets are now on sale at the
Post. The Dinner Dance was well received last year and it is hoped that more can attend this year; further
details are at the Post. Finally, I want to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season and wish all the best in
the New Year. Take time during the busy season to honor the brave men and women who have served our
country, especially, those who are in harm’s way and far from their families.

Yours for the Sons, John Van Wezenbeeck

SQUAREDEAL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION - BD OF DIRECTORS

For the last newsletter of the year | would like to extend my thanks to the people who donated their time
to keep this Post running. Bob Haynes for his mega dedication to the House and Kitchen Chair and Ron
Reece for the Bar Chair, Charlie Verno contributes his time and skills more than most people realize.
Also all those who have been here for spring cleaning, Grillin’ on the Deck, dinners, breakfasts and all the other
fund raisers. Post heroes, all of you.

Three things to bring to your attention:

1. The Legion Riders at Post 89 has voted to move their charter to West Endicott. They had their first meeting
here on Wednesday, Nov 02. Future Meetings are scheduled for the first Wednesday of every month. | hope
everyone will make them feel welcome.
2. | had mentioned before that we would like to cut down on expenses for the news letter but did not define a
way for you to let us know if you want to be removed from mail distribution. You can see the newsletter on
line at our website at http://www.gfjpost1700.org/ and print it from there. If you would like to be removed from
the mailing list you can send an e-mail to Post1700news@stny.rr.com and request to be removed from the
distribution list. This will save on printing and mailing costs.
3. Yearly membership renewal begins in August every year. You are considered an Early Bird if you renew
before December 07. You have until the end of January to renew your membership. Here is what happens if
you do not renew before the end of January. Your name is removed from our membership roster and your
badge access is deactivated. Renewing after January 31 means someone has to reactivate your badge access and
you get “penciled in” at the end of the membership listing. Please help us avoid the extra work and confusion
by renewing your membership before the end of January. Thank you.
Wishing you and your families all the best for the holidays coming up! Check our website to see what is
happening at the Post. Sincerely, Gary King President, Square Deal Homeowners Association.
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Dear Ladies of the Auxiliary;

The end of 2011 is fast approaching. Let us give thanks for all that we have and hope that 2012 does not bring
any unwelcome surprises.

I have lot of thanks to send out to our members. First off, thanks to Pat VanWezenbeeck and everyone
who put on a wonderful Halloween Party for the children. A lot of gratitude and thanks go out to those
Auxiliary, Legion and SAL members who volunteered their time at the Ham and Turkey Raffle and who cooked
or donated food for Veteran’s Day.

December is a busy month for many Auxiliary members. Our Pancake Breakfast/Holiday Bake Sale
will be on Sunday, Dec. 4" from 8-11am. Please bring your baked goods to the Post on Saturday 12/3. On
Tuesday, Dec. 6th, we will hold our next scheduled meeting at 7pm. The Children’s Christmas Party will
be held on Saturday, Dec. 10" from 1-3pm. Children 8 and younger are welcome to come and meet Santa and
Mrs. Claus. If there is a child older than 8, they are also welcome to come-- please bring a wrapped gift for
Santa to give to them. Sign-up sheets will be at the Post until Friday, Dec. 2". We will be sending our
December package of goodies to Matt Warrick and his unit on Thurs. 12/8. We are hoping to include very
inexpensive wrapped fun gifts for the soldiers in this packing.

The beginning of January is also busy for our Auxiliary members. Our scheduled meeting is on Tues,
1/3. That month’s Pancake Breakfast will be on Sunday, 1/8 from 8-11 am Please contact Maggie Gagliardi
(748-9974) if any member would like to help out at any of our Pancake Breakfasts. Broome County Legion,
Auxiliary and SAL meetings will be held at our Post on Monday Jan.9". . Please contact Marie Williams (754-
8995) if you can help prepare food for the participants of these meetings.

| have just a couple of other issues to speak of. The first one concerns membership. When our members
renew their memberships for 2012 they will notice a year change on their cards. National is not giving credit
until you have been a member for a year. Also, at the National Auxiliary Convention a $4 increase in National
dues was passed. Beginning July, 2012 our unit treasurer will have to send $15.80 per member to National.

Not to be upstaged, Department of NY is seriously considering raising the amount of money they want from our
members in the very near future. As a result, our Unit voted at the November meeting to increase our
membership dues to $22 per member as of July 2012.

We have a number of committees within our unit who throughout the year compile reports to the county
which go to the state and lastly to Congress. Jackie Reece is chairperson of our Cancer and Community
Committee. Please contact her (761-8591) when you have your cancer screenings (pap smear, mammogram
and or colonoscopy). The Auxiliary sponsors an annual fundraiser in the spring specifically designated for the
Cancer and Community fund. Profits from this fund raiser go to helping our members who have cancer or who
have had a catastrophic occurrence in their lives-.

May everyone have very happy holidays and a wonderful New Year.

For God and Country,
Marie Williams



December 2011

Friday Night Dinner

Pancake Breakfast & Bake Sale

Wrapping Christmas Gifts @ Post 82
Wrapping gifts for VA REHAB Bus Lv Post 1700

Post & Auxiliary Mtg

Early Bird Dinner — Pearl Harbor Day

Legion Riders Mtg
Friday Night Dinner

Post 1700 Family Children’s Christmas Party
Broome County Oratorical Contest Post 1254
Trip to Bath VA for Christmas “Gift to the Yanks”

Bus Leaving sharply ~ Post 82

Broome Cty Christmas Dinner Mtg Post 1645

Squad 1700 SAL Mtg

Bd of Directors Mtg

Friday Night Dinner
Happy Hanukkah 9-16 Dec
Merry Christmas

Kwanzaa

5:30- 7:30
8-11:00 AM

1 PM

6:30AM

7 PM

2-7 PM

7 PM
5:30PM-7:30 PM
1-3 PM

1 PM

10:00AM

5 PM

7 PM

6:30 PM
5:30-7:30PM

New Years Eve Party. Get your tickets at the Post!

January 2012

27

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Post & Aux Mtg
Legion Riders Mtg

Martin -
Luther
King
Day

Endicott Parade Mtg & Elections/Post 1700

Friday Night Dinner

Pancake Breakfast & Bake Sale

Broome Cty Mtg — GFJ Post 1700

Bd of Directors Mtg
Friday Night Dinner
Friday Night Dinner

Pitch Tournament $20.00 per team

Friday Night Dinner

7 PM

7PM

7PM
5:30-7:30 PM
8-11:00 AM
7 PM
6:30PM
5:30-7:30PM
5:30-7:30PM
1 pm
5:30-7:30PM

27-29 Mid-Winter -Desmond conference Center ~ Albany

~~~ Activities are SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT TIMELY NOTICE~~~
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GEORG F. JOHNSON AMERICAN LEGION POST 1700
COLOR /HONOR GUARD

Post 1700 Honor/Color Guard Members and to those who may be interested in joining......

____Will continue to participate.

Name Ph# Hm & Cell

____Will do Funeral/Memorial Service (No casket watch)

____Will do Graveside Service (Firing, Taps, Flag Presentation)

___ Will Post Colors at meetings (Possibly out of town)

____Will Parade (locally and/or out of town)

____ Will Participate in Memorial Service (Ex: Memorial, Veterans Day —
Monuments)

____Will carry Rifle/ or Flag

____Will Serve as “Backup”

We Thank “The Guard” for your many years of unending Devotion and
Honorable Service and Sacrifice. Over the years we have received many praises of
our accomplishments — including plaques, certificates, and trophies for our
appearance and performance on Department (State), District, County, and Post
Levels — in addition to personal compliments from Commanders and Legionnaires
on every level. Due to age and health situations, we are in need of new Guard
members. Being a willing Legionnaire is our only requirement.

WE SALUTE YOU! YOU ARE TRULY DEDICATED COMRADES!

Thank yow,; Jime Davis; Honor Guoawd, Sgt-At-Arms
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 1700
305 Maple St
Endicott, NY
RING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH FRIENDS.

New Vearg €ve
Dinner Dance

6P.M. APPETIZERS

7P.M. DINNER

9P.M. DANCING

10P.M. VENETIAN HOUR
MUSIC BY JOHNNY STARS

Your choice of Carved Beef or
Chicken Marsala or Vegetarian
Potato, Vegetable, Rolls.
Champagne Toast,
Noisemakers

$25.00 PER PERSON.

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE BAR
Tickets go on sale Nov.25th
Limit 60 people




The American Legion Membership Application

(Name} (Phansi
{Mailing Address) T (Date)
A{Gitvd {State) (Zip) (Past #)
{(Membership 1D #.._ former member) — T (Duesi

2. 1990 - cessation al hostilities as determined by U.S. Govermrment

. 20,1989 - Jan. 31, 189890 US. Army
. 24,1882 — July 31, 1984 U.S. Navy
. 28,1961 - May 7, 1975 CJ U.S. Air Force

e
2

e 25, 1950 - Jan. 31, 1955 [1 U.S. Mannes
2 1241 - Dec. 31, 1946 ] U.S. Coast Guard
[ April 6. 1917 — Nov 11. 1918 ] Merchant Marines 12/77a81 - 815/45 (only aligibility)

| certify that | sarved at least one day of active military duty during the dates marked
above and was honorably dischargatl or am still serving honorably.

000000
2585

/

20-009 Signature of applicam

Non-Profit Organization
Post 1700
US Postal Permit #25

George F. Johnson Post 1700
305 Maple Street
West Endicott, NY 13760



